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Sophomore Elena Scarano
saved her best pitching perfor-
mance for last to lead the 15-10
Westfield High School softball
team to a 7-0 victory over the
Cranford Cougars in the season
finale on Senior Day at Adams
Field in Cranford on May 29.

Scarano, working with sopho-
more catcher Liz Fox, hit the
right spots to record 11 strikeouts
and scatter just three singles,
while walking one and hitting
one batter.

“I felt really good on the mound
today. Everything was working
well. I knew we had to be strong
on defense, and the fielders to-
tally backed me up. We were
keeping them off-balance. Defi-
nitely inside outside, because
they are a good hitting team! It
was working well. Everything was
good,” Scarano said.

“Elena was lights out today.
She got ahead in the count,
worked up the ladder when she
had to and let them put the ball
in play once in a while. She only
let up three hits. The only two
that I can remember dropped in
front of an outfielder, and they
could go either way if we were
playing two steps tighter,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Caitlin
MacDonald said.

Scarano was especially effec-
tive when she faced the 14-9
Cougars’ most dangerous hitters,
Julie Siragusa and Melissa
Moreno. Siragusa reached base
once on a catcher’s interference
call, and Moreno walked and
reached base on a fading single
to right field. Stephanie
Bagniewski and Allie Verrilli had
the Cougars’ other singles.

“In the very beginning, coach
MacDonald said, ‘be smart! You
got the two best hitters coming

up.’ We really worked them
around the plate,” Scarano said.

“We know who their hitters are.
We faced them earlier in the
season. I certainly told her to be
careful. Get your best pitches,
but let’s go at them. There was
nothing to lose, especially when
Julie was up in the first inning
with nobody on. The worst she
could do was it to be 1-0, and you
can come back from that,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Siragusa recorded nine
strikeouts, walked one and al-

lowed nine hits before Victoria
Mettlen stepped to the mound in
relief in the seventh.

The Blue Devils finished with
11 hits, and sophomore Shan-
non Schaefer went 3-for-4 with
three runs scored and an RBI.
Audrey Peterson had a pair of
singles and an RBI. Cali Chambliss
tripled and scored twice, and
Chrissy Ferraro singled, walked

SCARANO FANS 11 IN 3-HITTER, SCHAEFER RAPS 3 SINGLES; SIRAGUSA STRIKES OUT NINE

Blue Devils Shut Out Cougars in Softball Season Finale, 7-0
and scored twice. Sara Seitz
slashed a two-run single. Julie
Criscuolo had an infield RBI
single. Scarano and Natalie
Tupper each added a single.

The Blue Devils sent a clear
message early and plated three
runs in the top of the first inning.
Chambliss drew a walk, and
Ferraro laid down a bunt single.
Schaefer chopped a single to left.
Criscuolo pushed a slow roller to
short, and Chambliss beat the
throw to score. Seitz ripped her
two-run single to right.

Schaefer hopped a single over
second in the fifth. A few pitches
later, she dashed to second on a
failed back pickoff attempt.
Schaefer moved to third on
Peterson’s single then scored
when catcher Moreno’s pickoff
attempt eluded the third
baseman.

Chambliss led off the seventh
with a triple to deep right field.
Mettlen came in to relieve
Siragusa. Ferraro walked.
Schaefer looped an RBI single
then Ferraro scored on a wild
pitch. Peterson brought in the
seventh run with a single over
second.

“The last time we played them,
they scored eight runs in the first
inning. That broke our spirit. It
was nice that we were able to do
the same thing. They played a
good game. Today, we were just
the better team. In the middle of
the season, they were the better
team. It was nice to go out with
a win,” Coach MacDonald said.

“Payback is a &@$#*! They
were ready to play. We thought,
because we beat them the way
we beat them the last time, it
was going to be the same thing.
Their pitcher did an excellent
job, and we didn’t swing the bat.
I was impressed. This was the
first game in 23-24 games that
Julie didn’t get a hit,” Cougar
Head Coach Bob Bruno said.

“We all came out strong today.
We knew, with our last game, we
were going to come out with all
we got. It was a great way to end
the season,” Scarano said.
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STIRRING UP A CLOUD OF DUST…Blue Devil Cali Chambliss, right, stirs up a cloud of dust as she slides home safely
in the first inning. Cougar catcher Melissa Moreno grabs the throw. Westfield won, 7-0.
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