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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Ryan Williamson pro-
duced six innings of command
pitching on the mound and his
team did what it does best, cre-
ate chaos on the base paths, as
the top-seeded Cranford High
School baseball team shutout
second-seeded West Morris, 7-
0, to capture the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 champion-
ship at Memorial Field in Cranford
on June 1.

Williamson (5-0) effectively
moved the ball around the strike
zone and struck out six members
of the 17-10 Wolfpack, while
walking two and allowing three
singles. Two of the Wolfpack’s
hits were infield singles. Cougar
Vinnie Colaneri relieved in the
seventh inning and slammed the
door on all three batters he faced.

“I was looking to get ahead on
the guys. First pitch strikes! I
was trying to get really good

command on my curveball, and I
was trying to pitch them inside,
trying to jam them,” Williamson
explained.

“Ryan had command of his three
pitches. He had good compo-

sure. He threw the ball to all
sides of the plate. Threw a fastball
for a strike. He was able to make
his pitches. He battled the whole
way, and he really gave us a
chance to win. It was a great

effort by Ryan,” Cougar Head
Coach Dennis McCaffrey said.

The only hard single was hit in
the fourth inning by cleanup hit-

WILLIAMSON FIRES 3-HIT SHUTOUT, FANS 6, WALKS 2; GARGUILO 2 RUNS; FOLINUSZ 2 RBI

Cougars Regain Section Title, Blank West Morris Nine, 7-0
ter Charles Sante, who also beat
out an infield squibbler down the
first base line in the sixth inning.
Pat Anderson had the other single,
a slow grounder behind the bag at
second in the fifth inning.

“Their number four batter was
a very good hitter. I hit my spots
with him, but he just pulled off a
hit,” Williamson said.

The 20-4 Cougars took advan-
tage of every opportunity on the
base paths to manufacture runs.

The Cougars had only three hits,
but mixed them well with six walks,
a hit batter, two RBI sacrifice flies,
a sacrifice bunt, a bungled run-
down, four stolen bases and a wild
pitch to plate all seven runs, while
striking out only once.

“Base running is part of it. We
put down a few good bunts and
had sac flies. It didn’t have to be
hits, as long as we get the run
across,” senior Eric Garguilo said.

“We put the ball in play. You
have to challenge other teams to
make the plays,” Williamson said.

“The kids did a nice job in situ-
ational hitting. They had good
at-bats,” Coach McCaffrey said.

Garguilo (1-for-2, 2 runs
scored, 2 stolen bases) drew a
leadoff walk in the bottom of
the first. He stole second then
Sean Feeney (2 runs scored)
reached safely on a fielder’s
choice. With Garguilo on third,
Chris Folinusz launched the first
of his two RBI sac flies then
Williamson gave the Cougars a
2-0 lead with an RBI single to
right.

Garguilo led off the third with
an infield single and stole sec-
ond. Feeney walked, and Andrew
DiFrancesco’s sac bunt created a
throwing error, which resulted in
a bungled rundown attempt at
second. Garguilo scored on the
confusion then Folinusz added
his second RBI sac fly.

With two outs in the fourth,
Cougar Alex Plick drew a walk,
stole second and advanced to
third on a wild pitch. Garguilo
and Feeney both walked to load
the bases then DiFrancesco took
a fastball on the arm to make the
score, 5-0.

The Cougars final two runs came
in the fifth when Williamson and
Tommy Trotter drew walks, and
Sean McGovern brought them
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SWEET TASTE OF VICTORY…Cougar pitcher Ryan Williamson and Kurt Rutmayer, No. 23, hug after defeating
West Morris, 7-0, for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 crown at Memorial Field in Cranford on June 1.
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