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Cougars Blank W. Morris for Section Crown
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WF Boys, Cr & SPF Girls Qualify for MOC
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nis McCaffrey said.
The only hard single was hit in the

fourth inning by cleanup hitter Charles
Sante, who also beat out an infield
squibbler down the first base line in
the sixth inning. Pat Anderson had
the other single, a slow grounder be-
hind the bag at second in the fifth
inning.

“Their number four batter was a

very good hitter. I hit my spots with
him, but he just pulled off a hit,”
Williamson said.

The 20-4 Cougars took advantage
of every opportunity on the base paths
to manufacture runs. The Cougars
had only three hits, but mixed them
well with six walks, a hit batter, two
RBI sacrifice flies, a sacrifice bunt, a
bungled rundown, four stolen bases
and a wild pitch to plate all seven
runs, while striking out only once.

“Base running is part of it. We put
down a few good bunts and had sac
flies. It didn’t have to be hits, as long
as we get the run across,” senior Eric
Garguilo said.

“We put the ball in play. You have
to challenge other teams to make the
plays,” Williamson said.

“The kids did a nice job in situ-
ational hitting. They had good at-

bats,”  Coach McCaffrey said.
Garguilo (1-for-2, 2 runs scored, 2

stolen bases) drew a leadoff walk in
the bottom of the first inning. He stole
second base then Sean Feeney (2 runs
scored) reached safely on a fielder’s
choice. With Garguilo on third base,
Chris Folinusz launched the first of
his two RBI sacrifice flies then
Williamson gave the Cougars a 2-0

lead with an RBI single to right.
Garguilo led off the third inning

with an infield single and stole sec-
ond. Feeney walked, and Andrew
DiFrancesco’s sacrifice bunt created
a throwing error, which resulted in a
bungled rundown attempt at second

base. Garguilo scored on the confu-
sion then Folinusz added his second
RBI sacrifice fly.

With two outs in the fourth, Cougar
Alex Plick drew a walk, stole second
and advanced to third on a wild pitch.
Garguilo and Feeney both walked to
load the bases then DiFrancesco took
a fastball on the arm to make the
score, 5-0.

The Cougars final two runs came
in the fifth when Williamson and
Tommy Trotter drew walks, and Sean
McGovern brought them both home
with a two-run double to center.

Since suffering a defeat at the bats
of the eighth-seeded Union Farmers
in the quarterfinals of the Union
County Tournament, the Cougars,
who were the top seed, have been on
a mission.

“We played a bad game, and that
happens. There’s nothing you can do
about it now. We just have to win the
rest of our games. That’s what we’ve
been doing. We had a state tourna-
ment ahead of us after we lost that
game, and we are taking advantage of
it right now,” Garguilo said.

The Cougars won the sectional title
two years ago when Williamson was
a freshman and Garguilo was a sopho-
more, and after being denied the title
last year, their hunger to regain the
title was intense.

“We were a little bitter after last
year. We got out. We wanted to make
a run this year. It was a good baseball
team that we beat, and we got two
more games to play,” Garguilo said.
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Westfield. This Incomparable Victorian is a statement in timeless elegance situated in a premier Historic District. This majestic home
radiates wonderful architectural detail with modern conveniences. 11 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 3 full and 2 half baths. Beautiful original inlaid
parquet floors, high ceilings, expansive windows, embellished moldings, restored antique hardware and fixtures, pocket doors, and 3
working fireplaces confirm the character of a turn-of-the-century home. The enchanting wraparound porch opens to the impressive foyer,
sunny living room with floor to ceiling open bay, adjoining formal dining room and family room with tall windows, beamed ceiling and
beautiful stained glass window. The new kitchen addition now includes a mud room, a new jewel box of a powder room and delightful
back porch. The large eat-in kitchen features center island with exquisite granite and breakfast bar, 9 ft. custom built furniture quality
mahogany cabinets, marble subway tile back splash with accented honey onyx frame, 60’ Wolf 6 burner, griddle, grill and double oven
stove, free standing Viking freezer and refrigerator and charming dining area with window seat.  The sunlit bedrooms include a master suite
with newer, spacious bath and walk-in closet. The third floor has guest suite with full bath, bedroom/office and 2 storage rooms. The
basement features a large wine storage room, duel recreation room, powder room and laundry. A convenient location with easy access to
town, trains and schools, Mindowaskin Park and houses of worship. The picturesque backyard and quaint “tea time” porch highlight an
already ideal place for any active family to call home.      $1,525,000.

10th in a very fast 1,600 race with a
time of 5:06.56 on June 1. All six
qualifiers finished in under 5:00.

“It was insanely fast. The Mendham
girls, Kylene Cochrane from West
Morris all broke five. I got a PR last
week with a 5:04, and I hoped they
would pull me along. The first 800, I
was 2:28, which is the best I ever ran
the first 800. I just wanted to try to
stay with them. I got a 5:06, so I am
happy with it,” Pierce said.

Pierce also ran in the second heat of
the 800 and crossed second with a
time of 2:18.21 to finish 10th overall.

“I was second in my heat and beat
two girls in the first heat, so I think it
was a good race. I felt I was in good
position. With about 300 to go, I
made a move. If I was in the first heat,
I think I would have gone out way too
fast,” said Pierce, who plans to run
cross-country at Boston University
in the fall.

Although not qualifying for the
MOC, Pierce teamed with Isabel
Crystal, Devora Ward and Justine
Valdes to finish second in their sec-
tion in the 4x400 with a time of
4:06.66, followed by Cougars Jenna
Ellenbacher, Laura VanHorn, Ashley
McGuire and Megan Schetelich at
4:07.49.

Raider Samantha Renfree advanced
to the MOC by placing third in the
javelin on June 1 with a toss of 125-2.

“It was only seven inches off my
personal best, so that was exciting,
because I could do it again. I tried to
keep my nerves down and tried to stay
calm. I was ready for it,” Renfree said.

Cougar Kristen VanBenschoten
placed 11th in the discus on June 1
with a toss of 107-7, and Renfree
placed 15th at 103-11.

“I threw 107 on my first two throws.
I really tried to get after it on my third
throw and it did not work. I tried to

focus too hard. I was thinking way too
much about my technique and try to
fix things, when I just should have
been thinking about throwing. Yester-
day is gone, and I am going to focus
today on shot [put], and I am going to
try to hit 37 again or better would be 38
and PR,” VanBenschoten said.

VanBenschoten had a push of 35-7
to place 11th in the shot put, and
Renfree finished with a push of 32-
4.5.

Cougar Adham McGuire did not
have his best day on June 1 and placed
13th in the long jump with a leap of
20-1.

“Yesterday was a weird day for me.
I kind of jumped up in the wind. It
was messing with the jumpers a lot.
It’s not my best event, but I still have
a great shot for the triple [jump].

McGuire did have a fine jump of
43-8 in the triple jump but just missed
out of the top-six, placing seventh.
Teammate Reggie Green also com-
peted in the event and had a distance
of 40-0.5.

Cougar Rob Kessler had a PR toss
of 161-1 to place 13th in the javelin
and McGuire, who had been pushing
him all season in the event, finished
with a toss of 151-3.

“I was struggling in the middle of
the season, but around counties, I
started to pick it up again. In the
county individual, I threw my best at
159, so I am excited to be here in
groups. It is good to have a teammate
for competition. It gives you some-
thing to work for,” Kessler said be-
fore the event.

On June 1, Raiders Billy Castore
and James Kaiser did not have their
best day in the shot put with respec-
tive shoves of 47-1.5 and 44-4.75,
well below their PRs.

“I wish I pushed a litter harder. I am
obviously not happy, but there’s al-

ways next year to get back out here. I
am working out with the football team.
I will be weightlifting and running to
get myself into better shape. Maybe
that conditioning will carry over to the
track for next year,” Kaiser said.

Kaiser also competed in the discus
and finished with a toss of 120-11.

Cougar Eli Howard crossed 12th in
the 3,200 with a time of 9:59.26. In
the 800, Cougars Carl Lieberman and
George El-Khoury finished in respec-
tive times of 2:00.73 and 2:02.97.
Cougars Green, Jake Waleski,
Lieberman and Chris Witwick fin-
ished the 4x400 in 3:30.09. Raider
Quincy Sanchez ran a 16.06 in the
110 hurdles.

Viking Allen Eke set a meet record
in the 800 with a time of 1:51.69. He
also finished first in the 1,600 at
4:13.47. Zach Ghizzone took first in
the 110 hurdles at 14.99 and Christoffe
Scott finished third at 15.06. Scott
won the triple jump with a distance of
44-6. Jordan Jimerson took first in
the 100 dash at 10.98.

Tom Freid placed second in the
discus with a toss of 143-3 and took
third in the javelin with a toss of 190-
0. Ghizzone finished third in the 400
hurdles at 56.56, followed by Taylor
McLaughlin at 56.57. Mike
DeAngelis finished third in the 400 at
50.23, and Darryl Costello finished
fifth at 50.71.

Oba Animashaun, Costello,
DeAngelis and Eke placed second in
the 4x400 at 3:19.18. Costello fin-
ished fourth in the 200 at 22.24, and
Jimerson took sixth at 22.37. Scott
took fifth in the long jump at 19-10
and sixth in the high jump at 6-0.

The Lady Vikings placed ninth in
their meet with 18 points. Morgan
McLaughlin took first in the 100
hurdles at 14.78 and second in the
long jump at 17-2.5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING OUT THE EFFORT…Cougar Carl Lieberman, glasses, puts out a big effort, as does teammate George El-
Khoury, No. 9, in their heat of the 800 meters at the Group 3 championships.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING HOME THE SECOND RUN…Cougar Ryan Williamson punches
an RBI single in the first inning to bring home Sean Feeney with the second run.

Blue Devil Boys Blank
Highlanders in Tennis
The Westfield High School boys

tennis team defeated Governor
Livingston, 5-0, on May 30.
First singles: Scott Thompson d Jensen
Butler, 6-0, 6-0
Second singles: Adam Greene d Kayck
Sutherland, 6-0, 6-1
Third singles: Jack Siegel d Andrew
McNamara, 6-0, 6-2
First doubles: Zach Botos and Henry
Resnikoff d Colin Lerch and Nick
Mastrandrea, 6-2, 6-3
Second doubles: Will Chen and Brian
Zilberberg d Charles Lee and Lee Sport,
6-1, 7-6 (9-7)

Blue Devils Regain Section Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

is that none of them [Thompson and
Greene] qualified for the state singles,
because the rules are hard and fast.
Adam also ran into, because of the
quality of teams we played had not
just one good player but a series of
good players, tough players. Those
two along with Justin Cafiero are the
three juniors who got a lot of experi-
ence this year. That’s a nice nucleus
to have coming back next year,” Coach
Kapner said.

Senior Max Mancini, competing at
third singles, stopped Rick
Vankimmenaede (New Providence),
6-3, 6-1, for his second UCT title
(first doubles in 2011). Mancini fin-
ished 25-6.

Seniors Jake Harris and Jack
Rickles won the UCT first doubles
championship with a 6-1, 6-0 win
over Mike Herrigel and Seth Keller
of New Providence. Last year, Rickles
won the title at second doubles. The
pair finished with a 24-7 record.

Cafiero and senior Jacob Ziff won
the UCT second doubles title with a
6-0, 6-1 victory over Raiders Ben Yin
and Josh Lopez. The pair finished
with a 23-3 record.

“All of our seniors, I couldn’t have

asked more from them. They were
committed to the team, cared about
the entire team. It was all about team
success. They were leaders. They
made sure that we were committed to
everything and ready for the next
round,” Coach Kapner said.

Even after the Group 4 champion-
ship match, the Blue Devils had
makeup matches against Governor
Livingston and Summit to determine
the Watchung Division Champion-
ship. The Blue Devils won both, 5-0,
and have won every conference title
since 1991.

“Normally when you lose in the
state tournament, your reaction is ‘it’s
over’. When we lost in the groups, I
was actually ecstatic that we had other
matches, because I didn’t want to
stop being with this group. When we
finished against Summit, we com-
pleted another undefeated season in
the conference, and Thompson beat
Summit’s No. 1, who took second in
the county tournament. Scott’s point
was the third point in the match. There-
fore, Scott’s final point won us the
conference championship. It was a
nice end after all the difficult matches
he had,” Coach Kapner said.

Probitas Verus Honos

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, June 10th • 1-4pm
1248 Sunnyfield Lane, Scotch Plains • Offered for $729,000

This impressive home with an open floor plan and large rooms is set upon over half an acre in a lovely south
Scotch Plains neighborhood. Features include four spacious bedrooms and three and a half baths, two gas
fireplaces (Living Room and Family Room), spacious Kitchen with updated stainless appliances and two Master
Suites (one on the first floor). The formal Dining Room has hardwood flooring with inlay border and three walls
of windows which overlook the landscaped grounds with wonderful exterior living space. The gracious second
floor Master Suite boasts vaulted ceiling and custom built-in dressers, as well as full bath. A large, finished
Recreation Room in located in the basement. Additional features include hardwood floors throughout, slate
covered porch, custom moldings throughout, surround sound stereo system in Living Room, Kitchen and Family
Room and multi-zone central-air conditioning. Directions: Terrill to Kevin to Aberdeen. Left on Sunnyfield.
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