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Blue Devils Shut Out Cougars, 7-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Overall, It Was
A Pretty Good Year

It’s late May/early June . . . and the
days are getting longer.

It’s late May/early June . . . and the
days are getting hotter.

It’s late May/early June . . . and the
sports season at WHS is basically
over.

There’s a track and field competi-
tor or two going to the Meet of Cham-
pions. But pretty much the uniforms
have been collected and the equip-
ment has been packed up and stored
for next year.

I’ve got to tell you, it’s not very
much fun to be in Langhorne, Pa.,
going on the nj.com website to see all
the state results and find hardly a
mention of WHS anywhere.

How do we analyze the school
sports year? For certain there were a
lot of good things. Most of the teams
had good won-lost records, some even
outstanding. Some set records for
victories in a season. Some individu-
als had amazing years.

What do you judge it on, anyhow?
We are, after all, Westfield, and no-
body in Group 4 has ever won as
many team and individual state cham-
pions. It’s not even close, really.

We had four sectional champion
teams – boys cross-country, boys and
girls swimming, boys tennis – and
three of them won state titles.

If county championships are your
thing, it was a decent haul: boys cross-
country, gymnastics, girls tennis, boys
and girls swimming, baseball, boys
tennis and golf. Eight is probably
more than any other school will have.

When you combine the wins and
losses with the county and state cham-
pionships, I think it’s safe to say that
we competed with everybody we
played, and mostly (for those who
think winning is the be-all and end-
all) we won more than our share (and
that was especially in games against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood).

But . . . it’s all about where you set
your goals, your standards. Being

from the Class of ’63, and being
around through the Sensational ’70s,
my goals for WHS are always set a bit
higher than probably is realistic any-
more. Still and all, I think this year’s
teams and athletes represented WHS
pretty well.

Once again a great group of tal-
ented senior student-athletes will be
leaving. Each group comes into the
high school in September as mostly
young, immature freshman and leaves
four years later as (mostly) mature
young men and women, ready to take
on the world. We’ve been doing the
Devil’s Den since the 2004-05 school
year, so this makes eight years, and
seeing five years of complete 9th- to
12th-grade classes come through.

In two weeks, we will end the 2011-
12 school year with the selection of
the sixth Devil(s) of the Year. The
previous winners were: Tom Bonard
(2007), Alexi Kuzka and Erin Miller
(2008), Chris DeLaFuente (2009),
Matt Meserole (2010) and A.J.
Murray (2011).

LOCALS WRITE BOOK
Did you ever wonder what

Westfield used to be like, long, long
ago? When Recreation Park (now
Gary Kehler Stadium) was a wide-
open area, much like today’s
Tamaques Park? Back when there
was no Lincoln School, and no
houses on the east side of Washing-
ton Street or the west side of Grove
Street? When Hall of Famers Eddie
Plank and Christy Mathewson
pitched there, two weeks apart in
1903?

Or how about in the 1930s, ’40s
and ’50s, when the Westfield Hawks
were one of the best teams in the
now-defunct Union County Base-
ball League, a semipro league where
former high school, college, pro and
just plain ol’ baseball junkies could
play all summer? In the 1960s and
through into the ’80s, Westfield had
the Merchants, managed by Robert
Turner, and later by Bobby Flynn
and Kurt Stiefken.

That was in what now is a seem-
ingly ancient era, before Travel
Teams and Showcase Tournaments
took over the landscape, and, while
not necessarily making better play-
ers, made rich men out of the coaches.

Well, you can relive that era in
July when a book called “Covered
Wooden Grandstands” comes out.

In fact, there will be a signing at the
Towne Book Store (more on that
when we know the date), with WHS
graduates Bruce Johnson (’63), Steve
(Steamboat) Merrill (’71) and Bruce
Moran (’76) joining a list of writers
that includes Paul Franklin, Lowell
Snare, John Harper and Bob
Klapisch, among others.

While the book’s focus is on the
old Tri-County League (1937-76) of
Hunterdon-Warren counties, it has
stories on every county in New Jer-
sey, along with eastern Pennsylva-
nia, Connecticut, New York, Massa-
chusetts, Wisconsin, Georgia and Vir-
ginia.

Westfield actually had two cov-
ered wooden grandstands, though
neither has existed for a long time.
The first was Drake Park, located
between the Boulevard and Summit
Avenue on Park Avenue. It was built
for the local ballclub by Al Drake in
the 1880s. The other was at Recre-
ation Park, built in the early
1900s.The grandstand was located
on Westfield Avenue, and deep cen-
ter field was located where the home-
side football bleachers are presently
found. (Typically, the local paper
considered it, “The finest field of its
kind in New Jersey.”)

DID YOU KNOW?
On July 26, 1907, the Westfield

Colts – as the local team was known
at that time – swept a doubleheader
from the Cherokee Chiefs. The Colts
featured a catcher named Jim McKeon
(no word on if he’s related to the Jim
McKeon who graduated 10 years ago
from WHS).

The Chiefs, reportedly a team of
Irishman who brought their own por-
table lights for the games, had the
following lineup:

Sitting Bull Jr. cf, Spotted Tail 1b,
Man Afraid of Himself ss, Three Riv-
ers lf, Navajo c, Big Beaver rf, Red
Horse 3b, Scar Face 2b, White Cloud
p.

Larry Kelley, who won the Heisman
Trophy in 1936 while playing end for
Yale, was the first baseman on the
1945 Westfield Hawks. George Hess’s
Hawks finished runnerup to the
Garwood Question Marks in the play-
offs, with the final game being on
Oct. 21.

(Kelley was actually the first win-
ner of the Heisman Trophy, since the
award was known as the Downtown

Athletic Club trophy in 1935, and
was limited to the best player “east of
the Mississippi River.” That first year
the winner was Jay Berwanger of the
University of Chicago.)

The 1945 Hawks finished 16-10
overall, and followed that with records
of 19-3, 19-4, 16-4, 19-12, 20-5 15-5,
12-6, 13-5 through 1953. That’s a
total record of 149-54, or a very im-
pressive 73.4 winning percentage. The
team was renamed the Merchants and
enjoyed another renaissance in the
mid-1960s, going 15-7, 13-6, 17-4
from 1964-66.

The 1961 and ’62 Merchants in-
cluded third baseman Norm Koury
and shortstop Rudy Stanzel, along
with catcher Dick Myers. If Stanzel
wasn’t there, the left side of the Mer-
chants’ infield had Koury on third
and Robert Turner on shortstop, two
of the more, ahem, interesting base-
ball coaches this town ever had.

Westfield also had a PAL team en-
tered in the county league in the early
1980s, coached by Joe Della Badia.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Mike Cappiello (WHS, ’08) just

finished up one of the best careers in
the history of Plymouth State (N.H.)
University. His senior year stats show
the slugging first baseman hit .402,
with 14 doubles and five home runs
among his 47 hits. He also knocked
in 30 runs. For his four years of
varsity play, “Cappy” hit .376 with
46 doubles and 14 home runs among
his 173 hits. His doubles total was a
school record, and led the team in
batting average and home runs three
of his four years.

DEVIL OF THE MONTH
The May winners of a free sub

from Ryan (The) Mann at Hershey’s
Subs on South Avenue are Peter Fagan
and Jack Leahy. Fagan, a junior, won
the pole vault at both the Union
County Conference and Union
County championships, and finished
second (14-6) at the Group 4 champi-
onships. Leahy, a senior, swept the
1,600 and 3,200 at the conference
meet, helping the Devils win the team
title.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday every month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember,
win or not, Whs4evr!

Devils of the Month
Peter Fagan, Jack Leahy

Boys Track & Field

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate
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SCOTCH PLAINS $1,199,000
Country French totally redone 10 room, 4BR,
3BA, 2 zone heat, lush prprty, eco-friendly green
home.A must see, special home. MLS 2941946

WESTFIELD $1,195,000
New Construction! 4BR, 3.1BA Colonial, exterior
complete w/Hardi-Plank siding. Interior not com-
plete,Choose your kit cabinetry! MLS 2859563

PLAINFIELD $895,000
Tudor- heart of Sleepy Hollow, 14 room,5+BR, 5.2
BA, large kitchen, FR, LR w/frplc, deck, new heating
system. MLS 2912375

WESTFIELD $760,000
Spacious Ranch on 1/3 of an acre in Indian Forest
featuring 3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, LR, FDR, FR
w/frplc and EIK. MLS 2944263

WESTFIELD $649,000
8 Starlite Ct-Just Reduced! Spacious 3BR, 2 1/2BA
home, Fam Rm w/gas frplc, HWF thru-out, CAC &
more! DIR: Central-Starlite. MLS 2932789

MOUNTAINSIDE $399,000
Plenty of potential for this 3BR, 2BA Ranch.
Sold STRICTLY AS-IS. Buyer is resp. for c/o, .57
acre lot, Fabulous neighbrhd. MLS 2945011

WESTFIELD $415,000
Recent renovations with a European flair cre-
ate an open and spacious Family Room/
Kitchen. MLS 2943607

WESTFIELD $385,000
Lovely 4 bedroom Cape, Front porch, Rear
deck, Finished basement, Hardwood Floors. Just
move in! MLS 2944994

EDISON $375,000
Elegant Col w/opn porches, New kit w/fpl, high
ceils, FLR/DR, Sunrm/Studio, 4BR, 1.5BA, Well
maintained on beautiful lot. MLS 2890072

PLAINFIELD $349,900
Bounty of perks in Sleepy Hollow! 5 BR, library
w/frplc, eat-in kitchen, 3 full bths, MBR w/bth,
WIC, expansive yard, patio. MLS 2929118

SCOTCH PLAINS $310,000
Easy living in this 2 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath home,
Formal dining room, Cozy family room, plus
loft, CAC. MLS 2936599

ROSELLE PARK $249,000
Brick Cape meticulously maintained by 2nd
owners; It exudes pride in ownership; 3BRs,
1.1BAs, CAC, Garage, HWF. MLS 2945008

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

Siragusa recorded nine strikeouts,
walked one and allowed nine hits
before Victoria Mettlen stepped to
the mound in relief in the seventh.

The Blue Devils finished with 11
hits, and sophomore Shannon
Schaefer went 3-for-4 with three runs
scored and an RBI. Audrey Peterson
had a pair of singles and an RBI. Cali
Chambliss tripled and scored twice,
and Chrissy Ferraro singled, walked
and scored twice. Sara Seitz slashed a
two-run single. Julie Criscuolo had
an infield RBI single. Scarano and
Natalie Tupper each added a single.

The Blue Devils sent a clear mes-
sage early and plated three runs in the
top of the first inning. Chambliss
drew a walk, and Ferraro laid down a
bunt single. Schaefer chopped a single
to left. Criscuolo pushed a slow roller
to short, and Chambliss beat the throw
to score. Seitz ripped her two-run
single to right.

Schaefer hopped a single over sec-
ond in the fifth. A few pitches later,
she dashed to second on a failed back
pickoff attempt. Schaefer moved to
third on Peterson’s single then scored
when catcher Moreno’s pickoff at-
tempt eluded the third baseman.

Chambliss led off the seventh with

a triple to deep right field. Mettlen
came in to relieve Siragusa. Ferraro
walked. Schaefer looped an RBI
single then Ferraro scored on a wild
pitch. Peterson brought in the sev-
enth run with a single over second.

“The last time we played them,
they scored eight runs in the first
inning. That broke our spirit. It was
nice that we were able to do the same
thing. They played a good game. To-
day, we were just the better team. In
the middle of the season, they were
the better team. It was nice to go out
with a win,” Coach MacDonald said.

“Payback is a &@$#*! They were
ready to play. We thought, because
we beat them the way we beat them
the last time, it was going to be the
same thing. Their pitcher did an ex-
cellent job, and we didn’t swing the
bat. I was impressed. This was the
first game in 23-24 games that Julie
didn’t get a hit,” Cougar Head Coach
Bob Bruno said.

“We all came out strong today. We
knew, with our last game, we were
going to come out with all we got. It
was a great way to end the season,”
Scarano said.
Westfield 300 010 3 7
Cranford 000 000 0 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING CONTACT WITH THE BALL…Cougar Julie Siragusa raps a
grounder to second as Blue Devil catcher Tiffany Gregory prepares to catch the
ball in the first inning.


