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SCARANO FANS 11 IN 3-HITTER, SCHAEFER 3 SINGLES

Blue Devils Shut Out Cougars
In Softball Season Finale, 7-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore Elena Scarano saved
her best pitching performance for
last to lead the 15-10 Westfield High
School softball team to a 7-0 victory
over the Cranford Cougars in the
season finale on Senior Day at Adams
Field in Cranford on May 29.

Scarano, working with sophomore
catcher Liz Fox, hit the right spots to
record 11 strikeouts and scatter just
three singles, while walking one and
hitting one batter.

“I felt really good on the mound
today. Everything was working well.
I knew we had to be strong on de-

fense, and the fielders totally backed
me up. We were keeping them off-
balance. Definitely inside outside,
because they are a good hitting team!
It was working well. Everything was
good,” Scarano said.

“Elena was lights out today. She
got ahead in the count, worked up the
ladder when she had to and let them
put the ball in play once in a while.
She only let up three hits. The only
two that I can remember dropped in
front of an outfielder, and they could
go either way if we were playing two
steps tighter,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin MacDonald said.

Scarano was especially effective
when she faced the 14-9 Cougars’
most dangerous hitters, Julie Siragusa
and Melissa Moreno. Siragusa
reached base once on a catcher’s in-

terference call, and Moreno walked
and reached base on a fading single
to right field. Stephanie Bagniewski
and Allie Verrilli had the Cougars’
other singles.

“In the very beginning, coach
MacDonald said, ‘be smart! You got
the two best hitters coming up.’ We
really worked them around the plate,”
Scarano said.

“We know who their hitters are.
We faced them earlier in the season.
I certainly told her to be careful. Get
your best pitches, but let’s go at
them. There was nothing to lose,
especially when Julie was up in the
first inning with nobody on. The
worst she could do was it to be 1-0,
and you can come back from that,”
Coach MacDonald said.

FAGAN GETS 2ND IN PV; RENFREE, GRANT GET 3RDS

WF Boys Qualify 3, Cr Girls 2,
Raider Girls 1 for Track MOC

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competition got much stiffer at the
NJSIAA Group track & field cham-
pionships held on June 1-2. The
Westfield High School boys finished
17th with a total of 10.5 in the Group
4 meet held at Lombardi Field in Old
Bridge and qualified three for the
Meet of Champions (MOC) to be
held at the same location today, June
7, while the Union Catholic Vikings
placed second with 104 points in the
Non-Public A meet.

The Cranford High School girls
finished 19th in the Group 3 meet
held at Frank Jost Field in South
Plainfield with 10 points and ad-
vanced two girls to the MOC, while
Scotch Plains-Fanwood finished 29th
with a total of six points and ad-
vanced one girl.

The top six placements in each
event advanced to the MOC. Blue
Devil Peter Fagan took second in the
pole vault with a height of 14-6 and
teammate John Stelmach placed fifth
with a height of 13-6. Blue Devil
Mike DePaolo tied for sixth in the

high jump with a clearance of 6-2.
Although not qualifying for the

MOC, Blue Devil Kevin Ingram fin-
ished ninth in the 800 meters with a
time of 1:55.14. Chris Jimenez placed
11th in the long jump with a leap of
20-7.5 and Declan Fitzmaurice placed
20th with a leap of 19-3. Fitzmaurice
also placed 18th in the triple jump
with a distance of 42-0.5. Brendan
Dugan finished 14th in the 100 dash
with a time of 11.27. Rob Ciardullo
crossed 17th in the 200 at 23.51.

Lady Blue Devil Meghan Reilly
placed 11th in the javelin with a toss
of 110-2, and Christina Mosco placed
16th with a toss of 104-5. Kaitlyn
Johnson crossed 12th in the 3,200
with a time of 11:13.73. Mae Devin
tied for 15th in the pole vault with a
height of 9-6.

On June 1 in South Plainfield, Lady
Cougars Bryanna Grant with a dis-
tance of 37-10.25 and Regine Hunter at
37-2.75 placed 3-4 in the triple jump,
and teammate Gillian Burke just missed
qualifying for the MOC, placing ninth
with a distance of 34-7.5. Raider Leah
Salituro placed 18th at 33-4.

“Our goal was to get three in.
Weather didn’t help us too much yes-
terday. It was tricky with the wind.
People were messing with their steps.
That’s what tripped up Gillian with
her steps being off a little bit with the
wind pushing behind. Next time she
went, the wind wasn’t pushing be-
hind. I am very happy to get Bryanna
in third and Regine in fourth. They
are looking forward to the Meet of
Champs,” Cougar Head Coach Peter
Kane said.

Although Hunter’s jump was a little
shy of her personal record (PR), it
was close.

“It wasn’t bad at all. She is happy
she jumped that well, but they are
always looking to jump a PR. She’s
happy she broke 37 again, but she’s
looking for that 38-39 soon,” Coach
Kane said.

Hunter nearly made the MOC in
the long jump but tied for seventh
with a leap of 16-11.5. Raider Chris-
tine Charles placed 10th at 16-6.75
and Burke placed 12th at 16-4.5.

Raider senior Erin Pierce finished
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WILLIAMSON FIRES 3-HIT SHUTOUT, FANS 6, WALKS 2

Cougars Regain Section Title,
Blank West Morris Nine, 7-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Ryan Williamson produced
six innings of command pitching on
the mound and his team did what it
does best, create chaos on the base
paths, as the top-seeded Cranford
High School baseball team shutout
second-seeded West Morris, 7-0, to
capture the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 championship at Memorial
Field in Cranford on June 1.

Williamson (5-0) effectively
moved the ball around the strike zone
and struck out six members of the 17-
10 Wolfpack, while walking two and
allowing three singles. Two of the
Wolfpack’s hits were infield singles.
Cougar Vinnie Colaneri relieved in
the seventh inning and slammed the
door on all three batters he faced.

“I was looking to get ahead on the
guys. First pitch strikes! I was trying
to get really good command on my

curveball, and I was trying to pitch
them inside, trying to jam them,”
Williamson explained.

“Ryan had command of his three
pitches. He had good composure. He
threw the ball to all sides of the plate.
Threw a fastball for a strike. He was
able to make his pitches. He battled
the whole way, and he really gave us
a chance to win. It was a great effort
by Ryan,” Cougar Head Coach Den- THOMPSON FINISHES 17-13-1 AT 1ST SINGLES, 4TH IN UCT

Blue Devil Netmen Regained
Section Title, Won UCT Title
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Satisfaction came on May 18. Hav-
ing been denied a sectional title last
year, after winning the previous four
years, this year’s Westfield High
School boys tennis team had some-
thing to prove, and did when the Blue
Devils defeated JP Stevens, 4-1, to
regain the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 championship.

The Blue Devils won their Group 4
semifinal match with Shawnee be-
fore losing to West Windsor South
for the title. The Blue Devil boys also
won the Union County Tournament
(UCT) title for the eighth straight
year in a row, claimed four flight
champions and finished the season
with a 24-8 team record.

“The eight losses is the most losses
for a boys tennis section champion,

but it is likely that is why we were
section champions, because we cre-
ated the toughest schedule in the
state,” Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner said. “When the Tournament
of Champions came around, there
were six teams, and we had lost to
five of them. It demonstrates how
difficult our schedule was.”

Junior Scott Thompson placed
fourth in the “Cream of the Crop”
flight at first singles in the UCT this
season. Thompson won the UCT sec-
ond doubles title his freshman season
and the second singles title last year.

What can not be overlooked, is that
Thompson, the best player on the
Blue Devils’ team, had to face the
other teams’ best players throughout
the season in a grueling schedule.
Despite playing most of the best play-
ers in the state, Thompson finished

with a 17-13-1 record.
“He had a great season. First of all,

the county first singles was the best
first singles tournament we’ve seen in
the county for years. The top four kids
were all exceptional players, and any
one of them could have been county
champion. Scott played the best first
singles players in the state. He took
West Windsor’s No. 1 to three sets,
demonstrating how much he im-
proved. Of our eight losses, every one
of those [first singles] players are
seeded in the state individuals tourna-
ment,” Coach Kapner pointed out.

Junior Adam Greene claimed his
second UCT crown (second doubles
in 2011) with a 6-4, 6-1 win over
Matt Celona of Summit at second
singles. Greene finished 21-11-2.

“One of the things I am sad about
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STIRRING UP A CLOUD OF DUST…Blue Devil Cali Chambliss, right, stirs up a cloud of dust as she slides home safely
in the first inning. Cougar catcher Melissa Moreno grabs the throw. Westfield won, 7-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINISHING THE FIRST LAP IN THE 800…Raider Erin Pierce, No. 3, hangs close to the leader from Neptune during her
heat of the 800 meters at the Group 3 championships in South Plainfield on June 2.

Courtesy of John Mancini for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REGAINING THE SECTIONAL TITLE…The Westfield High School boys tennis team poses for a photo after defeating
JP Stevens for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 championship on May 18.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THINGS HAPPEN…Cougar Eric Garguilo dives into third base in the first inning as Wolfpack third baseman
Tyler Amandos catches the ball. Garguilo scored twice, walked twice, stole two bases and singled.
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