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Union County Women’s Political
Caucus Elects Officers

Mountainside BOE Works to ‘Return
Our Money’ to The Children

Sewers: First, Get Direct Approval of
The People Ultimately On The Hook

Members of the Mountainside
Board of Education will be present-
ing its resolution regarding the ineq-
uities in the current state funding
formula for public schools to Senator
Thomas H. Kean Jr. on Friday, June
15, at 8:30 a.m. at his Westfield of-
fice. In addition, the Mountainside
Board of Education alongside the
Mountainside Borough Council will
present the resolution to Assembly-

man Jon  Bramnick at our joint meet-
ing on Saturday, June 16, at 8 a.m. in
the Beechwood School media cen-
ter.

We thank the Mountainside com-
munity for its support as we work to
return our money to the children of
Mountainside.

James W. Ruban, Jr.
President

Mountainside Board of Education

I’m writing to submit a few com-
ments concerning the new sewer as-
sessment being imposed on Westfield
taxpayers in the hope of safeguard-
ing the town’s revenues and ensuring
due diligence for our residents. This
follows my reading of The Westfield
Leader editorial on May 17th (Money
is Gone.....”), and my understanding
that Westfield and various other towns
will now be on the hook for the “in-
debtedness” of the RVSA. As well,
it’s my understanding that this in-
debtedness was acquired after the
“full faith and credit” of various mu-
nicipalities was pledged (as second-
ary security) for the Authority’s bonds
— at the time the bonds were issued.

Specifically, my question is
whether the bill being paid by
Westfield residents is comprised of
only debt service, or whether it also
includes operating expenses of the
RVSA. I’m posing this question since
I understand from a leading N.J. bond
attorney that only debt service pay-
ments can be raised outside the 2
percent cap, while any assumed op-
erating expenses such as salaries,
benefits etc., would be subject to the
2 percent cap — under NJ State law.
(see RVSA article by Mathew Jessup
on the website “public finance
blog.com”; article dated November
2010). It appears from this legal in-

terpretation that any special perks
such as cars, bonuses, third-party con-
sulting contracts and any other non-
debt service expenses, would now
fall under the 2 percent cap going
forward, and thus help limit taxpayer
exposure in the future.

In sum, I thought it important to
raise the above question in the hope
of establishing greater awareness of
the new sewer assessment and its
possible composition. Any replies and
clarification on this would be help-
ful. As well, I also thought it impor-
tant to highlight the dangers of allow-
ing an independent agency to issue
bonds backed by the full faith and
credit of the Town of Westfield with-
out ‘first’ getting the direct approval
of the people that will ultimately be
on the hook if the issuing entity fails.

Roger G. Sullivan
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Diane Barabas

SUMMIT - The Union County
Women’s Political Cau-
cus (UCWPC) held it's
re-organization meeting
recently in Summit. A
slate of new officers
were elected and Diane
Barabas of Westfield,
Republican freeholder
candidate for Union
County was name chair.

Their first event of the
year will be a Meet and
Greet. The Women’s Po-
litical  Caucus  invites
the public to attend this
"Meet and Greet" on Wednesday, June

13 at 7 p.m. It will be held at Ana
Beall's Tea Room, 415
Westfield Avenue,
Westfield. Hors
d'oeuvres and beverages
will be served. The cost
is $50 per person.

Please RSVP to
reggaered@gmail.com
by Sunday, June 10.

For more information,
contact Dorothy Burger
with any questions by
mail at 12 Edgar Street,
Summit, N.J. 07901 or
by phone at  (908) 656-

4618.

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Greek Fest Offers Food,
Dance And Family Fun

By COURTNEY HAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — There was a never
ending amount of food, music, and
fun at the Holy Trinity Greek Ortho-
dox Church’s annual Greek Festival
in Westfield the past weekend. The
four-day event, from May 31 to June
3, attracted visitors from near and far.

George Katsingris, who organizes
a Greek festival in Holmdel, said,
“[Greek festivals] present the Greek
culture... by doing that, they spread
the word of Hellenism, which is what
the Greeks stand for. Their culture
and their way of life.”

Westfield resident Josephine
Cirigliano commented, “I’ve been
coming [to the festival] for many
years. I love to eat and watch the
dances.”

In addition to live Greek music

played by The Trojans, the festival
featured the “Holy Trinity Hellenic
dancers,” who performed traditional
dances such as the Hasaposervikos,
Tsamiko, and Karagouna. The danc-
ers wore costumes that represented
the different parts of Greece.

Audience members threw money
to the dancers, a Greek customary
tradition. “You feel so good about the
dancers that you want to throw some
money at them,” Mr. Katsingris said.

The festival also offered a variety
of Greek food, with savory dishes
like moussaka (eggplant casserole),
gyro, and spanakopita (filo dough
and spinach casserole). Baklava,
loukoumades (little “donuts” drizzled
with honey) and more were for des-
sert.

Church member Chuck Anastasiou
said, “Cuisine is very important be-
cause Greeks like to eat and drink a
lot. We are social people. We make
friends with strangers, and we wel-
come all to say hello.”

Cooking demonstrations in
YiaYia’s kitchen taught festival at-
tendees how to “cook Greek.” Wine
tastings and carnival were held
throughout the festival, and vendors
sold Greek artwork, jewelry, and food
products.

“I love [the event],” said church
member Chris Paizis, who has been
coming to the festival for four years.
“It’s got a great atmosphere. The food
is really good, and it’s nice to have
the cultural experience.”

“[The festival] is a celebration of
our culture, heritage, religion, and
cuisine,” said the presiding priest, the
Reverend Father Peter Delvizis.
“Generally speaking, my favorite part
is the interconnection with the com-
munity, and the ability to share our
Hellenic identity.”

Photo courtesy of Nir C. Buchler
MEETING…MetroWest and Central New Jersey held a legislative breakfast at
the JCC in West Orange on June 1. Sen. Tom Kean, Jr., Asm. Jon Bramnick and
Asw. Nancy Munoz participated along with a dozen other legislators. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Max Kleinman, CEO; Janice Schindler; Asw. Munoz;
Melanie Gorelick;  Ken Rotter; Asm. Bramnick; Gordon Haas, and David Lentz.

Jewish Federation of Central NJ
Merges With UJC MetroWest

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Jewish
Federation of Central NJ (CNJ) and
United Jewish Communities of
MetroWest NJ (UJC MetroWest) will
merge to become the Jewish Federation
of Greater MetroWest NJ, anticipated
date effective July 1, 2012. It is the larg-
est merger of two active federations in the
history of the organized system.

UJC President Lori Klinghoffer will
lead the new entity. Stanley Stone, ex-
ecutive vice-president of Central NJ will
serve as the executive director.

Both lay leaders and professional staff
agree the merger is a win-win for the
Jewish community and creates a federa-
tion able to help even more Jews in need
and foster ever closer ties to Israel.

“CNJ is a well-established community
that has been in existence for over 80
years. It has dedicated leadership and a
strong history of significant philanthropic
support, especially in the real estate arena
and active presence in Israel. Combine
those strengths with MetroWest’s strong
UJA campaign, comprehensive network
of services, leadership development pro-
grams, and planned giving expertise, and
you get one federation capable of reach-
ing new heights in service delivery, phi-
lanthropy, and support of Israel,” said
UJC MetroWest Executive Vice-Presi-
dent Max Kleinman, who will be the
CEO of the new federation.

Nowhere is there more synchronicity
than in the newly merged federation’s
understanding that the Israel-Diaspora
relationship is crucial to the future of
Judaism. Strong relationships with the
Jewish State have been hallmarks of both
federations for decades, especially
through Central’s Ness Fund and
MetroWest’s partnership with Ofakim
and Merchavim. Now poised to become
the largest North American presence in
the Negev, the Greater MetroWest com-
munity will use its influence to spur de-
velopment, enhancing the lives of Israe-
lis in need in this fast-growing region.

For Steve Klinghoffer, chair of

MetroWest’s Merger Committee, the
benefits of the merger are evident. “There
is and always has been a synergistic rela-
tionship between MetroWest and Cen-
tral. We’ve already engaged in studying
each other’s best practices. We share
common values. We’re going to take the
best parts of each community and end up
with a greater MetroWest.”

Among the many benefits that come to
mind for Bob Kuchner, chair of CNJ’s
Merger Committee, is the opportunity it
presents for developing young leader-
ship. “We have very successful syna-
gogues and a JCC with 1,000 families.
Many of the members are in their late
20s-early 40s. They are capable and bright
and energetic and want to change the
world, but we haven’t been able to effec-
tively nurture them due to financial con-
straints. Now we can.”

The expansion of social services is
another tangible benefit of the merger
with every member of Greater MetroWest
having access to all of the agencies under
the federation umbrella.

Achieving the successful integration
of the two communities has been a top
priority since the merger process began.
Serious attention has been given to en-
suring that all members of the Greater
MetroWest community feel part of the
new entity.

“Throughout the past year, work groups
in key areas of federation (Financial Re-
source Development, Women’s Philan-
thropy, Allocations, Israel and Overseas,
and Operations) have been working to-
gether towards the transition to one com-
munity. This process has been an effec-
tive one not only as a planning initiative,
but as a team-building process as well,”
said Lori Klinghoffer.

As of July 1, it is anticipated that a
combined professional team will offi-
cially begin operating as one. The new
federation will initiate a strategic plan-
ning process led by a committee com-
prised of members from MetroWest and
Central NJ.

Household Waste
Collected June 16

CRANFORD – Household Hazard-
ous Waste Collection will be held on
Saturday, June 16, so Union County
residents can get rid of chemicals, mer-
cury thermostats, propane tanks, and
automobile tires. The free collection
will take place from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the Union County College campus lo-
cated at 1033 Springfield Avenue in
Cranford.

A complete list of the materials that
will be accepted is available at
www.ucnj.org/recycle.

Latex (water-based) paint and empty
cans will not be accepted. They should
be disposed of with the regular garbage.

There is a limit of eight automobile
tires (without rims) per household.

The collection will be held rain or
shine. Proof of Union County residency
is required. No businesses, please. For
more information, call (908) 654-9889.


