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Things
They Say

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Are Lawmakers Trying to Make
New Jersey Another Las Vegas?

New Jersey Assembly Democrats say they want to
kick-start the state’s economy by making the Garden
State a destination for weddings. To accomplish this
fete, they want to remove the 72-hour waiting period
and other residency requirements currently on the
books.

The bill’s sponsors say this legislation would
eliminate the mandatory waiting period for issuance
of a marriage or civil union license after an applica-
tion is made, giving New Jersey a competitive edge
over neighboring states. They say the waiting pe-
riod, which dates back to 1934, makes it cumber-
some for out-of-state residents to plan weddings at
New Jersey’s tourism destinations, depriving local
economies of tourism dollars.

Really? We wonder how legislators have the au-
dacity to put their names on some of these bills.
Don’t they have anything better to do?

“This bill provides New Jersey’s small weddings
market with a shot in the arm,” says Assembly
Majority Leader Lou Greenwald (D-Camden). “By
gaining a competitive edge over our neighboring
states, we will create jobs and jump-start the small
businesses that make up New Jersey’s wedding and
tourism industry.”

We don’t think, as a nation, the United States of
America, that the befitting approach to improve our
local economy is to cannibalize that of our neighbor-
ing states. Surely, we can come up with superior and
more noteworthy wisdom than this.

While we are certainly in favor of improving the
state’s economy, this legislation seems a bit odd.
Most halls are booked way in advance for weddings,
especially at venues such as the Jersey Shore or
Atlantic City. The same legislation provides for

annulments within 30 days of the ceremony if either
party decides to back out. Also, the application fee
for marriage and civil union licenses would be
doubled from $28 to $60.

Is New Jersey trying to copy Las Vegas? The state
is already moving ahead with sports wagering as
well as Internet gambling to compete with Vegas.
Are quick marriages and divorces next? Will couples
get married in Spring Lake and divorced in Atlantic
City like Nevada’s Las Vegas and Reno. Is this
legislation in anticipation of same-sex marriages
coming in the future?

It seems to us that the only people who will be
making money on this are the divorce attorneys.
Marriages are already fragile, half ending in divorce
as it is. This doesn’t seem like it will be good for
society.

Perhaps the legislators are just looking for ex-
panding ways to collect more money from the popu-
lace - with additional fees collected by municipali-
ties for marriage licenses. And how long will it take
for the state to take a percentage of these funds like
they already do on parking tickets and energy taxes?
Where are they headed, given all the other schemes
in the works?

If one is hustling to a quick wedding, will there be
red light cameras also at every intersection?

If lawmakers really want to improve the economy
and society, focus on the fundamentals — including
education with more emphasis on civics, science,
mathematics and engineering. Swing the pendulum
back in the direction where New Jersey was the
research and manufacturing envy of the world. This
will take some time to do — more so than cursory
marriages and divorces.

Eliminating County Government
Could Save N.J. Taxpayers $2 Bil.

Mr. Tree Laments Over The
Lumberjacks On Quimby Street

I was shocked and saddened to see
the trees cut down on Quimby Street.
I contacted town authorities that said
the three healthy mature trees were
cut down because the surrounding
sidewalk was uneven and the prop-
erty owner had requested the trees be
removed for pedestrian safety. If that
is the criterion for removing a tree
then most if not all the trees in the
business district are in danger. The
town stated that new trees (small)
will be eventually planted. Then we
just need to wait 25 years for them to
grow back to what we had. How
about adjusting the sidewalk? I would
think it would be easier, cheaper and
the result much more appealing.

In September 1995, the Sunday
Star-Ledger did a front-page story on
tress that mentioned a Westfield resi-
dent that donated money to the town
to plant trees each year. He was called

Mr. Tree. I am Mr. Tree. I gave my
donations anonymously because my
purpose was to help the town
(Westfield had no tree program) and
not to bring attention to myself. Over
the years, many trees were planted
throughout the town. I feel these trees
have contributed in their small way to
making Westfield a beautiful town.

If we value the beauty that trees
contribute to the downtown, then we
need to provide proper care and prun-
ing. This is not the first case of mature
healthy trees being cut down for side-
walk repair. Four beautiful trees on
Elm Street were removed years ago
for this reason. The trees were cut —
and to add insult to injury — no work
was done on the sidewalk. This seems
to be a trend in our town and one that
needs to stop.

Bob Cosgriff (Mr. Tree)
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to Governor Chris Christie
and copied to this newspaper.

*****
Dear Governor Christie, Elected

officials and members of the press:
Union County, where I reside, is no-
torious for frivolous spending and
lack of internal controls. On a hunch,
I recently requested county EZ Pass
statements from October and No-
vember 2011. Regrettably, I found
that the transponders over the short
eight-week period had been regu-
larly used for mysterious holiday and
weekend adventures to New York
City and the Jersey shore – presum-
ably employing our large fleet of
county-owned, take-home vehicles.

So shameless were these employ-
ees (only very high ranking had ac-
cess) that they even used them on
Thanksgiving Day! Despite the evi-
dence being clearly outlined on
www.countywatchers.com and con-
firmed county awareness of my find-
ings, the county prosecutor’s office
has done absolutely nothing to inves-
tigate or prosecute anyone. Are fraud
and theft so accepted in government
today that we now just choose to look
the other way? Why do I bring this to
your attention? Despite widely pub-
lished reports claiming otherwise, the
culture of fraud, nepotism and cor-
ruption is alive and well in New Jer-
sey.

The cause of this endemic disease
was attributed to the massive size of
government in New Jersey by former

Attorney General Anne Milgram.
Government is the largest single em-
ployer in the state and needs to be
reduced urgently to allow the state to
once again prosper and create real
jobs. A perfect place to start is county
government, which has expanded far
beyond its mandate. Instead of its
residents, Union County’s primary
beneficiaries are politically connected
law firms and connected individuals.
At the same time the county has more
debt than the nation of Haiti, has
proven unable to be the needed plat-
form to consolidate municipal ser-
vices, suffers from weak ethics rules
and lack of careful stewardship of
county resources (ex. Union County
MusicFest).

No one would miss it if it went
away. By eliminating the administra-
tive structure of county government
in New Jersey, I believe we can main-
tain all current county services, re-
duce property taxes 10 to 20 percent
and eliminate a significant source of
fraud, nepotism and corruption. How?
Consolidate counties into three re-
gions (north, central and south) of
seven counties each, administered by
existing state agencies with certain
functions (parks/roads) given to mu-
nicipalities. If you are a recipient of
this letter, it is because I believe you
can help. Let’s return the $2 billion
per year we spend on county admin-
istration to taxpayers. Can we get the
conversation started?

Mark Boehme
Summit

Politicians Execrate Saying the Word
Tax, So Fee Is Their Excrement

Another Area of Mindowaskin Park Is
Now Set to Enjoy With New Plantings

A tax is a tax and changing it to a
fee does not change that fact. Politi-
cians execrate the word taxes prefer-
ring fees but that is excrement. Ev-
erywhere possible, the bait and switch
of tax to fee is expanding.

Just about everything could be
changed from tax to fee. Let’s start
with street snow removal and repair,
or perhaps more school taxes could
be changed to user fees. The new
sewer fee is really a switch from tax.

The Westfield Leader’s recent edito-
rial about The Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority including its being a
feeding station for every parasite is
true.

By the way electric and gas bills,
which partially attempt to charge
based on use, differ from a standard
fixed sewer fee which has nothing to
do with use.

Tim Harrington
Madison

My name is Paul Lizzo, a Life
Scout with Boy Scout Troop 77, and
I am working towards achieving my
Eagle Scout rank. I recently finished
my Eagle Scout project in
Mindowaskin Park. We provided and
planted arborvitaes and viburnums
in the area near the municipal build-
ing by the parking lot.

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank those that helped me
complete this project: youth and adult
members of my troop, Mr. Craig
Stock, for his guidance in choosing
the plants and advising us in how
they should be planted, Mrs. Debbie
Burslem, the president of Friends of

Mindowaskin who provided much
assistance and worked with me
throughout the entire project, and
also everyone who graciously do-
nated funds to my project. In closing,
I’d like to thank the Town Council
and Mayor Skibitsky and the Recre-
ation Department who supported this
project from the planning stages to
the completion.

It is our hope that the Westfield
community will now be able to enjoy
this area of the park.

Paul Lizzo
Eagle Scout Candidate

Westfield

State Provides No Funds, Doesn’t
Know the Cost, Tabs the Taxpayers

In last week’s Westfield Leader, it
was announced that Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick is sponsoring “Janet’s
Law,” which would require every
public and nonpublic school in New
Jersey to have a defibrillator. Janet’s
Law, co-sponsored by Assembly-
woman Nancy Munoz, also requires
that each school district have at least
five employees who are certified in
the use of a defibrillator.

While it may be a good thing for
schools to have defibrillators, who
will pay for it? The bill contains no
provisions for state funding. And
because this law would apply to
nonpublic schools as well as public
schools, it avoids being classified
as an “unfunded mandate,” which
would have made it illegal under

the New Jersey constitution. That
means that local property taxpay-
ers will be on the hook to pay for
this.

The Office of Legislative Services
anticipates that Janet’s Law “will lead
to an indeterminate increase in ex-
penditures for local school districts.”
So not only does the state provide no
funds to pay for these required
defibrillators, but also the state can-
not even say how much it will cost
local school districts.

Mr. Bramnick and Ms. Munoz, if
you truly believe that every school in
New Jersey ought to have a defibril-
lator, then tell Gov. Christie to scrap
his plans for an income tax cut, and
let the state pay for this.

It’s pretty cynical for politicians at
the state level to claim they are “cut-
ting taxes” while forcing local prop-
erty taxpayers to pick up the tab for
more and more things the state doesn’t
want to pay for. Is it any wonder
property taxes in New Jersey are out
of control?

Robert Pinheiro
Westfield

Children, The Book
Report Is Due

Dealing with the Legislature is like
dealing with your children who have a
book report due. Many of you parents
understand exactly what I mean. The
book report’s given to them in January.
The teacher tells them, ‘You’ve got to
have that book report and it’s due June
30th. … For us, the teacher assignment is
the State of the State address in January.
I laid out an ambitious agenda in January
for the things that we needed to get done
this year. … All of a sudden there’s 30
days left. They just picked out the book.
They haven’t started reading it yet. And
they’ve got to jam it all in to the last 30
days. … And for some reason they never
change. Ladies and gentlemen, welcome
to the New Jersey State Legislature.

Governor Chris Christie
Town Hall, East Brunswick

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Plessor – A small hammer with a

soft head
2. Pleurenchyma – The cellular tissue

which is the chief constituent of wood
3. Delenda – Things to be blotted out

or erased
4. Tylarus – One of the callous pads on

the underside of the toes of birds

DILANIATION
1. A tearing in pieces
2. In zoology, having no joints
3. Pulling back or retreating suddenly
4. A turning or veering off course

HAMADRYAS
1. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs in the shape of a
ball

2. Dog-faced ape
3. A green vegetable pigment
4. Solidified; hardened

HALLUX
1. A small spike or elongated cluster of

flowers in grasses
2. A nerve cell connected with other

nerve cells
3. The great toe
4. A flying squirrel

THALLASSIC
1. Readiness of mind in managing

operations; mental adroitness
2. Pertaining to the night
3. Apathetic; disinterested
4. Of the sea or ocean

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
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Clear, Concise, Focused
And to The Point

N.J. Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver
(D-Essex/Passaic) released the follow-
ing statement Monday:

“While I have yet to read the bill that
has been filed in the Senate, I continue to
be engaged in ongoing discussions with
all stakeholders on higher education re-
organization.

“While much of my focus has been on
higher education issues in the region of
the state that I represent as an Assembly
member, I am sure that all parties will
continue to work toward creating a state-
wide higher education system that will
benefit everyone.”

Long Overdue to
Borrow More

I applaud the Legislature for attempt-
ing the difficult task of examining a higher
education structure in New Jersey and
especially for seeking to increase access
in southern New Jersey. Both Rutgers-
Camden and Rowan have much to add to
this and their cooperative efforts should
be encouraged. Since the lamentable
elimination of the Department of Higher
Education in the mid-1990s, no mecha-
nism for oversight of the system has
existed. The absence of an institutional
advocate for the rational allocation of
resources has resulted in geographic and
academic sector under-funding. In addi-
tion to its current efforts, the Legislature
should establish a process for creating a
New Jersey Higher Education Master
Plan. The existence of such a plan would
generate a higher degree of support for a
long overdue higher education capital
bond issue. A Master Plan with objective
criteria for the allocation of bond rev-
enues would ease citizens’ concerns and
provide for more support.

Governor Jim Florio

Moving School Election Filings to
County Clerk Created Questions

The moving of school elections from April to
November and eliminating voting for budgets cre-
ated some interesting questions among local school
officials this week. With the change comes a switch
in who runs the school elections. In the past, the
board secretaries at each of the school districts
managed candidate filings. But this year, the names
of all school candidates in the county will be man-
aged by the county clerk’s office and will be posted
on their website. The change brought with it confu-
sion from local school officials.

Marilyn Masucci with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Board of Education replied to our inquiry: “Not sure
when we will be given candidate information. Hope-
fully, we receive word by Wednesday [June 6].”

Perhaps having a central location for candidate
filings will be fine in the long run. In our opinion, the
responsibility of managing petitions should be moved
from the school board offices. Town clerks could
manage this, as with municipal council filings.

School board elections will be in November – at
the same time voting for President, U.S. Senate,
Congress and local races. Extra election workers
probably will be required too.


