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Local Residents
Appointed by Christie
TRENTON — Governor Chris

Christie has nominated Cranford resi-
dent Ronald A. Margulis to the state’s
Motion Picture and Television Devel-
opment Commission and Westfield
resident C. Stephen Cordes to the New
Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT)
University Board of Trustees.

Mr. Margulis is managing director
of RAM Communications, a public
relations and marketing consulting
company he founded in 1993. He is a
graduate of George Washington Uni-
versity and earned his master’s degee
in economics from New York Uni-
versity and studied journalism at the
University of London. He is the son
and grandson of supermarket opera-
tors. He is also active with the
Westfield Fencing Club.

Mr. Cordes is chief operating of-
ficer and head of portfolio manage-
ment at Clarion Partners, a New York
investment firm specializing in real
estate. He graduated from NJIT in
1972 and also holds a master’s from
Rutgers University. The Governor’s
nominations are subject to the advice
and consent of the State Senate.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton'sWater Co. Cleaning Mains
In Cranford And Garwood

CRANFORD — New Jersey
American Water this week is clean-
ing its water mains in Cranford and
Garwood of the natural sediment
that has been building over time
and has been restricting water flow.
The cast iron mains will then be
lined with cement. Some of the ag-
ing water mains date back to the
1930s.

“Cleaning and lining effectively
renews older water mains,” said
Suzanne Chiavari, vice-president of
engineering for New Jersey Ameri-
can Water. “It is a cost effective means
of improving water service, enhanc-
ing fire protection and increasing the
sustainability of the pipe network
infrastructure.”

New Jersey American Water crews
will work in Cranford along Hillcrest

Avenue, Burnside Avenue, Benjamin
Street, Williams Street, New Street,
James Avenue, Besler Avenue,
Preston Avenue, and Roosevelt Av-
enue. Water mains along Lexington
and Hemlock Avenues in Garwood
will also be cleaned and lined.

Water service will not be inter-
rupted to residents on the impacted
streets during the cleaning and lining
process. New Jersey American Water
will, however, install an above ground
“bypass” water line to serve its cus-
tomers while the primary water main
is shut down. As part of the project,
the company will also replace fire
hydrants, valves, and any galvanized
iron service lines.

The work schedule will be Mon-
days through Fridays from 7 a.m. to
5 p.m. and last through November.

Christie, Bramnick Hail
Amazon’s Construction Plans
TRENTON – Governor Chris

Christie announced last week that
Amazon.com plans to begin construc-
tion on two distribution center facili-
ties in the state in 2013. The facilities
are expected to result in at least $130

million in capital investment, along
with the expected creation of several
thousand jobs, including plans for
over 1,500 full-time jobs, as well as
thousands of full-time temporary,
seasonal and construction jobs.

“In yet another positive sign in our
state’s economic and job growth, I’m
pleased Amazon is committed to help-
ing New Jersey grow and create quality
jobs,” Governor Christie said. “After
months of hard work and collabora-
tion, Amazon has joined the long list of
companies that recognize New Jersey’s
economic and business climate is im-
proving. We’ve created an atmosphere
of job creation, growth and investment,
which is why we have taken another
important step toward placing quality,
good-paying job opportunities within
reach of our families.”

Under the agreement between the
New Jersey Division of Taxation and
Amazon, the company will begin to
collect and remit the New Jersey 7
percent sales tax by July 1, 2013 for
purchases originating in New Jer-
sey.

 “Amazon’s decision to build in
New Jersey demonstrates that we
are continuing to send the right sig-
nal to the business community
across the country. Over 1,500 pri-
vate-sector jobs will be added by
the Amazon project, which keeps
New Jersey on the road to eco-
nomic recovery,” Assembly Minor-
ity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) said.

BOE Pres.Indicted for Stealing
From Free Lunch Program

Elizabeth Board of Education
President Marie Munn has been in-
dicted for allegedly stealing from the
school district’s free lunch program
by filing false applications for her
two children, according to Attorney
General Jeffrey Chiesa.

Munn, 47, was indicted May 1 by
a state grand jury for theft by decep-
tion and tampering with public
records or information. Munn alleg-
edly filed false applications, which
resulted in one or both children re-
ceiving benefits for five consecutive
school years through 2010-2011 re-
sulting in $4,549 in benefits to which
they were not entitled, the Attorney
General said.

Munn allegedly grossly understated
her household income to obtain the
benefits for her children. The couple’s
annual incomes exceeded the federal
household income limit for the pro-
gram by as much as $100,000.

Munn was initially arrested on Sept.
19, 2011, along with Peter W.
Abitanto, 43, the husband of the head
custodian for the Elizabeth School
District, and Angela Lucio, 36, a city
employee and ex-wife of a principal
in the school district. Both cases are
pending. She faces a sentence of three
to five years in state prison and a fine
of up to $15,000.

PBA Head Says His Rights
Were Violated by Pros. Office
A trial on a lawsuit filed against the

Union County Prosecutor’s Office
by the president of the PBA is set
begin at federal court in Newark on
Tuesday, June 12, The Star-Ledger
has reported. Stephen McGuire, an
investigator for the prosecutor’s of-
fice, has alleged that his First Amend-
ment rights were violated when he
was suspended for his e-mail criticiz-
ing his employer. The prosecutor’s
office says Mr. McGuire demon-
strated insubordination and a lack of
loyalty, according to the report.

West N.Y. Mayor Arrested
For Hacking Into Recall Site
West New York, N.J., Mayor Felix

Roque and his son, Joseph Roque,
were arrested May 24 for allegedly
hacking into an e-mail account and
website associated with a movement
to recall the mayor, U.S. Attorney
Paul Fishman announced.

The Rogues are charged with gain-
ing unauthorized access to comput-
ers in furtherance of causing damage

to protected computers, and con-
spiracy to commit those crimes.

“In this case, the elected leader of
West New York and his son allegedly
hacked into computers to intimidate
constituents who were simply using
the Internet to exercise their Consti-
tutional rights to criticize the govern-
ment,” U.S. Attorney Fishman said.

“In early February, a Hudson
County resident and public official
anonymously established and mod-
erated an Internet website,
www.recallroque.com, to post com-
mentary and criticism of Mayor Felix
Roque and his administration. On
Feb. 6 Mayor Roque and his son
schemed to hack into and take down
the website and to identify, intimi-
date and harass those who operated
and were associated with the website,”
Mr. Fishman said.

After hacking into various online
accounts, Mayor Roque allegedly
harassed and attempted to intimidate
several individuals whom he had
learned were associated with the re-
call website.

The Roques  each face a maximum
of 11 years in prison and $750,000 in
fines if convicted on all counts.

Mayor Booker’s Spokesperson
Quits After Meet The Press Flap

Newark Mayor Cory Booker’s com-
munications directly Anne Torres has
resigned following Mayor Booker’s
appearance on Meet the Press  on May
20, Politickernj.com has reported. The
Mayor told NJTV that Ms. Torres’
decision to leave the administration
had been in the works prior to his
appearance on Meet the Press.

On the show, Mayor Booker said
he found campaign messaging, in-
cluding the Obama Campaign, against
Bain Capital, former employer of Re-
publican presumptive nominee for
president Mitt Romney, to be “nause-
ating.”

Mayor’s Booker Chief of Staff Mo
Butler told Politickernj.com that Ms.
Torres’ resignation was an “amicable
decision” reached between her and
the administration. Ms. Torres had
worked for the Booker administra-
tion for six years and wished the
Mayor “the best” in a statement.

The Star-Ledger reported that
three city officials said Ms. Torres
was removed from the administra-
tion as a scapegoat for the Mayor’s
remarks.
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Westfield BOE OKs One
$17-Mil. Referendum Ques.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) voted 5-3
on Tuesday night to the accept the
BOE’s Facilities Committee’s recom-
mendation to include a district-wide
roof replacement and repair project in
conjunction with a lighted turf field
project at Westfield High School as
one proposal. The public vote on the
$17-million bond referendum will be
Monday, September 24.

Voting to accept the two projects on
one referendum was BOE President
Richard Mattessich, David Finn,
Roseanne Kurstedt, Ginny Leiz and Fa-
cilities Chairwoman Jane Clancy. Vot-
ing in favor of doing both projects but
presenting them on two different refer-
endum bonds was Gretchan Ohlig, Mark
Friedman and Mitchell Slater. Ann Cary
was absent from the meeting.

In a statement read at the meeting
from Mr. Slater noted, “I am 100 per-
cent in behind fixing our roofs. These
essential long overdue repairs will not
only save money, but save energy, by
utilizing new solar technology.” He
also stated that, “Westfield needs to
maintain its ‘brand’ in the marketplace.
To remain competitive we need to up-
grade our fields by adding turf and
lights at the high school.”

As a financial advisor, he said the
current low interest rates would be of-
fered for a limited time. “The time is right
and we should go forward with both of
these important projects,” Mr. Slater said.

“The fair thing is to float two sepa-
rate bonds so that the taxpayers, who
will ultimately foot the bill, can make
up their own minds up on each
project,” Mr. Slater said.

The nearly $17-million bond ref-
erendum includes $13.6-million for
roof repairs and $3.3 million for an
additional turf field.

Interim Business Administrator
Vincent Yaniro explained last month
that the bond would cost the average
taxpayer with an average accessed
home of $182,000 additional $108
per year, $87 for roof repair and $21
for the turf field.

Resident Dave Rogers voiced his
concern for putting both projects on
one referendum. He stated that having
both questions on one ballot “does not
give residents a choice to vote for the
thing that they want.” He added, “It
makes much more sense to separate.”

Resident Kathy Robb, who lives
across from Westfield High School
on Edgar Road, said she was in favor

of separating the questions, saying
she favors the roof repairs but not the
new-lighted turf field.

Mr. Mattessich responded that both
projects were of high priority for the
district and that both have been a great
need for the town for many years.

Mrs. Clancy noted that the two
projects were not feasible under the
BOE’s maintenance reserve fund
since the newly state mandated 2
percent reserve balance cap and the 2
percent budget cap. She further ex-
plained that the restrictions “make it
unfeasible for the roof and field
projects to be funded though the an-
nual school budget.”

She also stated that if the referen-
dum passed then “the timing would
permit work to be done on the roofs
primarily during the summer of 2013
when students were not in the build-
ings and a bond at this time would
take advantage of low interest rates
and construction costs.”

Other projects that the board did
approve through resolution and
funded though the maintenance re-
serve account are an exhaust fan at
the Tamaques School, hot water up-
grades at the Edison Intermediate
School, stage rigging renovations at
WHS, masonry restoration for the
BOE office on Elm Street, automatic
temperature control upgrades at WHS
and air conditioning installation at
Jefferson Elementary School.

Mr. Mattessich said the board does
have a list of facility projects on a five-
year plan that is reviewed continually.

Jessica Lunsford Act
Out of Sen. Committee

TRENTON — Legislation that
would mandate a sentence of 25
years to life in prison for the aggra-
vated sexual assault of a child un-
der 13 has passed the Senate Law
and Public Safety Committee.

Dubbed the “Jessica Lunsford Act”
in memory of the Florida nine-year-
old who was raped and murdered in
2005 by a previously convicted sex
offender, the New Jersey Legislation
is sponsored by state Senators Diane
Allen (R-7, Burlington), Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21, Westfield), and Steve Oroho
(R-21, Sparta). “Given the high rates
of recidivism among sex offenders
and the severe, lifetime physical and
emotional consequences for victims,
those convicted of violently assault-
ing a child must be kept behind bars
for a very long time,” Sen. Kean said.


