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DOUBLE FEATURE…The Somerset Patriots’ mascot, Sparkee, listens as Olympic Gold Medalist Kristi Yamaguchi reads
a selection from her New York Times best-selling children’s book, “Dream Big, Little Pig,” at a book-signing event at the
Fanwood Memorial Library on Sunday.

FW to Estimate 3rd Qtr. Tax Bills;
Liv. Wilbor Monitoring Continues

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough coun-
cil, at a special meeting prior to Tues-
day night’s agenda meeting, approved
a resolution authorizing estimated
third-quarter tax bills to be prepared.

Mayor Colleen Mahr explained that
the borough would not be able to

adopt its budget until state aid figures
are determined.

“We’re not sure what [the state] is
going to do with their budget,” Mayor
Mahr said. “We know the average
taxpayer will see a $55 [tax] increase,”
she added.

Mayor Mahr explained this figure
breaks down as increases of $7.67 at
the municipal level, $38.21 for the
county, and $10.85 for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district.

The mayor estimated the average
Fanwood tax bill at $10,700.

“So, our estimated third-quarter
tax bills will reflect this calculation,”
the mayor said.

Also at the special meeting, the
governing body approved a resolu-
tion authorizing a “change order”
related to ongoing environmental
remediation work at the borough-
owned former Livingston-Wilbor site
along South Avenue. The borough
purchased the property, located at
238 South Avenue, in 2008 for $1.6
million. The building was heavily
damaged in 2005 when the firewall
of the adjacent Station Mews col-
lapsed onto the Livingston-Wilbor
building and was later demolished.

Mayor Mahr explained that “tem-
porary monitoring wells” installed at

two locations on the property (where
a parking lot eventually will be built)
revealed a “black liquid” that turned
out to be coal tar.

The change-order authorizes nearly
$5,000 for an additional three months
of analysis and monitoring.

Referring to the coal tar, Council-
man Mike Szuch said, “That must go
back to when [the site] was a lumber
yard.” However, Borough Attorney
Dennis Estis estimated the coal tar
probably dates between 1910 and
1925 when tar was processed there.

“Our goal is to sort of cap it; the
stuff doesn’t move,” Mayor Mahr
said.

At the agenda session following
the special meeting, the governing
body spent much of its time discuss-
ing local public works projects, in-
cluding planned drainage improve-
ments to alleviate longtime flooding
problems at Glenwood and Tillotson
Roads.

Dominic Carrino, representing the
borough’s engineering firm, T&M
Associates, reported a meeting was
held at the Carriage House with af-
fected property owners last week to
explain “the scope of the project.”

“We had a good response from them;
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains Council Selects
DePaola to Fill Mayoral Vacancy

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mary
DePaola has been selected by the
township council to serve as mayor
for the remainder of the year, filling
the unexpired term of Nancy
Malool, who resigned on May 20 to
take a position with the state gov-
ernment.

Mrs. DePaola, who as deputy
mayor had been serving as acting
mayor since May 20, was chosen
by a unanimous 3-0 vote at
Monday’s conference meeting.
Democratic Councilman Kevin
Glover, who Mrs. DePaola will face
in the November mayoral election,
was absent. The township Republi-
can Committee last week submit-
ted three names to the council to
replace Mayor Malool: Mrs.
DePaola, Edward Saridaki, the Re-
publican candidate for council in

November, and Llewelyn Jones.
In backing Mrs. DePaola’s ap-

pointment, Democratic Councilman
Michael Marcus called the choice
“very straightforward,” noting her
tenure on the council since January
2009 and her service as deputy
mayor in 2011 and 2012. He said he
believed the choice should be “a
current member” of the council and
added that he and Mrs. DePaola had
a “good and mutually respectful
relationship.”

Mr. Marcus emphasized that his
backing of Mrs. DePaola to fill the
vacancy “has nothing to do with the
election.” Instead, he said, he saw
“no reason to prolong the appoint-
ment process any longer.”

Republican Councilman William
Vastine said that, “given all that the
town faces in the next few months,
continuity in our process makes
sense.”

After the council’s vote, Mrs.
DePaola was sworn in by Township
Clerk Bonnie Lacina. Later, Mayor
DePaola told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times she wants the coun-
cil to move forward on effecting a
police merger with Fanwood.

“I’d like to see that happen as
soon as possible,” Mayor DePaola
said.

She also said the council would
continue its recruitment of a new
township manager to replace Chris-
topher Marion, who resigned in late
March. The council also will have
to vote on a new member to fill Mrs.
DePaola’s council seat, which she
will relinquish to fill the mayoral
slot on the governing body.

That vacancy will likely be filled
at the council’s next meeting on
Tuesday, June 19, and it is likely
that Mr. Saridaki will be the pre-
ferred choice. Republican Chair-
man William McClintock told The
Times that his party would meet
next week to select names to submit
to the council.

In other business at the 30-minute
meeting, Councilman Marcus an-
nounced that Ponderosa Park, on
the site of the former Sevell Farms
on Cooper Road, is now open. The
county-owned, 23-acre property
will be maintained by the township,
which also will have permitting
rights for the fields.

The recreation commission and
county officials are working on a
formal opening ceremony, but Mr.
Marcus said the public is welcome
to use the facilities, which include
walking paths, a playground and
two playing fields, which he said
could be used, for now, for infor-
mal activities.

“Hopefully, it will be a huge asset
to our town,” he said.

Mayor Mary DePaola

Union County Hikes Budget
$5.1 Mil. to $488.9 Mil.
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday approved an amendment to
increase its total budget by $5.1 million
to $488.9 million while lowering the
county tax by $541,725 to $302.5 mil-
lion from the introduced budget. The
tax, however, represents an increase of
$11.3 million over last year.

The county, however, is increasing
its tax levy above the allowable 2-
percent cap by using its cap bank, a
mechanism that allows counties and
municipalities to calculate the amount
of money they were below the cap over
a three-year period and use those fig-
ures to exceed the cap when needed.
Finance Director Bibi Taylor said us-
ing the cap bank enabled the county to
raise an additional $2.2 million in taxes.

Garwood Councilman Jim Mathieu,
a Republican, said his borough coun-
cil voted against using the cap bank
to increase taxes beyond the man-
dated cap. He said under a new state
law, governments “can go to the
people for a referendum any time
and ask them if you want to go over
the tax increase levy.”

“The freeholders want to raise
taxes more than the 2 percent,”
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
commented.

Mr. Paterson called a cap bank
“an artificial, contrived number that
allows you to actually increase taxes
over and above by law what it should
be.”

“Vote no. Do not reach into the
taxpayers’ pockets and take out more
millions that are over and above
what is actually authorized,” Mr.
Paterson added.

Ms. Taylor responded that exemp-
tions to the cap such as capital ex-
penditures, health insurance, emer-
gency appropriations, debt service
and pensions mean the county was
starting with a lower tax levy base to
apply the 2-percent cap.

Garwood Council President Keith
Sluka, a Democrat, said as a coun-
cilman he had voted for the cap bank
for five consecutive years up until
this year, when he voted no. He
called it a “financial flexibility” tool.
But he said Governor Chris Christie
has said the state wants a hard 2-
percent cap with no tools to raise
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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Lance Defeats Larsen In
GOP Primary In Dist. 7

By PAUL J. PEYTON and LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION – Two-term Rep. Leonard
Lance easily defeated businessman
David Larsen, 18,062 to 11,539, in
Tuesday’s Republican Primary and will
now face Democratic state Assembly-
man Upendra Chivukula in the Sev-
enth Congressional District.

The District includes Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield
and about 1,000 Scotch Plains resi-
dents, mostly in the Route 22 area. Mr.
Lance won Union County by nearly
3,000 votes among GOP voters.

“My views are the views of the
people whom I am honored to serve
and those views are fiscal responsi-
bility,” Congressman Lance told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times when
reached for comment in Washing-
ton, D.C. Tuesday night. “That is
desperately needed here in Wash-
ington, which includes lower levels
of spending and balancing budgets.”

“I am extremely pleased with the
margin of victory and I thank all who
made that possible,” he said. “We will
be campaigning vigorously for the
November election and I take nothing
for granted, but I believe my views are
the overwhelming majority of the dis-
trict. We will be reaching out to inde-
pendents and Democrats as well.”

When reached for comment, Mr.

Larsen said, “I just got off the phone
with Congressman Lance, and told him
I will support him to win because I am
for Republicans and not for Demo-
crats. However, I will not endorse him.”

“He needs to show that he is more
fiscally conservative, because he is only
semi-fiscally conservative,” Mr. Larsen
said. “Since we got involved, Lance
has become more conservative because
of us. I hope he has a total change of
heart and stays to the right.”

The rest of Scotch Plains and all of
Fanwood have been moved into the
12th Congressional District, currently
represented by Rep. Rush Holt (D),
who was unopposed in the Primary.
Republicans are running businessman
Eric Beck, who also was unopposed in
the Primary.

Also victorious Tuesday was state
Senator Joseph Kyrillos (R-13,
Middletown), 148,781 votes, in the
race for the GOP nomination for United
States Senator. As the GOP’s endorsed
candidate, he easily defeated David
Douglas Brown, 16,985; Bader G.
Qarmout, 11,356, and Joseph Rullo,
15,162, and will face first-term U.S.
Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) in
the General Election who was unop-
posed.

In the race for the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, Demo-

Kevin Glover
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Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
THANKS FROM THE COMMUNITY…Fanwood Presbyterian Church Music
Director Tom Berdos presents checks to Dan Sullivan, captain of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad, second from right, and Tom Kranz, captain of the Fanwood
Rescue Squad, right. The squads shared $2,100 raised by the church at a choir
festival on May 20.


