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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Jamie Marner

Financial Advisor

140 Central Avenue

908-518-5427

james.marner@mssb.com

www.fa.smithbarney.com/marner

Plan Your

Future.

Whether you are planning for retirement, education, travel or other goals, we can work 
together to make your objectives a reality. My approach consists of three elements:

• Assessing your current financial situation and goals
• Creating a customized strategy to achieve your future plans
• Executing your plan and protecting it as challenges arise 

Contact me today to get started.
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Switch to the Allstate Value Plan.
Allstate’s  most  affordable  car  insurance  still
comes  with  help  from  yours  truly  whenever
you  need  it.  So  give  me  a  ring  and  see  how
much you can save. It’s real easy!

Call or stop by for a free quote.

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

AND A REAL AGENT

GET A REAL 

DEAL

Subject  to  terms,  conditions  and  availability.  Allstate  New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance
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PROM NIGHT…Students from Westfield High School enjoy a pre-prom party at the home of Dominic and Robyn Larche on June 2.

tive because of us. I hope he has a
total change of heart and stays to the
right.”

The rest of Scotch Plains and all of
Fanwood have been moved into the
12th Congressional District, currently
represented by Rep. Rush Holt (D),
who was unopposed in the Primary.
Republicans are running business-
man Eric Beck, who also was unop-
posed in the Primary.

Also victorious Tuesday was state
Senator Joseph Kyrillos (R-13,
Middletown), 148,781 votes, in the
race for the GOP nomination for United
States Senator. As the GOP’s endorsed
candidate, he easily defeated David
Douglas Brown, 16,985; Bader G.
Qarmout, 11,356, and Joseph Rullo,
15,162, and will face first-term U.S.
Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) in
the General Election.  Mr. Menendez
was unopposed in the Primary.

In the race for the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, Demo-
cratic incumbents Al Mirabella of
Fanwood, the current freeholder chair-
man, and Mohamed Jalloh and their
running-mate, Bruce Bergen, former
longtime Springfield township attor-
ney, faced no Primary opposition after
three candidates running under the
Democrats for Change banner were
thrown off the ballot by Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi over nominat-
ing petition signature irregularities, a
decision upheld by a Superior Court
judge.

Mr. Mirabella, Mr. Jalloh and Mr.
Bergen will face Republicans Diane
Barabas of Westfield, Stephen Kozlovich
of Union and Krzysztof Nowak of
Cranford in November, as the GOP slate
was also unopposed on Tuesday.

At the local level, there are no mu-
nicipal elections in Westfield. In Scotch
Plains, newly sworn-in Mayor Mary
DePaola became the GOP mayoral
candidate after Mayor Nancy Malool
resigned to accept a job in the New
Jersey Department of Community Af-
fairs. The mayor’s name, however, re-
mained on Primary Election ballots.
Mrs. DePaola, who received 576 tallies
or 24 percent of the vote to Mrs.

Malool’s 159, will face Councilman
Kevin Glover, the Democratic mayoral
candidate, who faced no opposition
Tuesday as did council candidates,
Democrat Colleen Gialanella and Re-
publican Edward Saridacki, who will
face off in November.

In Fanwood, the council candidates
are Democrats, former councilman Jack
Molenaar and his running-mate, Daniel
Levine, and Republican incumbent
Councilmen Robert Manduca and Mike
Szuch. All were unopposed in their
respective Primaries.

Garwood will elect two new council
members this year. The candidates in-
clude Democrats, William Nierstedt, a
planning board member, and Michael
Wilson, and Republicans, Councilman
Tim Hak and Carol Kearney. Ms.
Kearney ran last year for council.

In Cranford, two candidates are seek-
ing to replace current Mayor David
Robinson on the township committee.
They are W. Scott Mease, a Republi-
can, and Democrat Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr.

In Mountainside, Republican Coun-
cilmen William Lane and Robert
Messler were unopposed in the Pri-
mary and will not be opposed in the
General Election. Council candidates
in Garwood, Cranford, Fanwood and
Scotch Plains were unopposed in the
Primary.

In contested races on Tuesday, New-
ark City Councilman Donald Payne, Jr.
easily won the 10th Congressional Dis-
trict seat to replace his late father, long-
time Rep. Donald Payne, Sr. Council-
man Payne also won a three-candidate
race to finish out the remaining months
of his father’s term. In the Ninth Dis-
trict, Rep. Bill Pascrell, who currently
represents the Eighth District, defeated
Rep. Steve Rothman, who currently
represents the Ninth District, in the
most heated race in the state, which
resulted from redistricting.

Also, long-time Elizabeth Mayor
Chris Bollwage defeated Oscar Oscasio,
7,279 to 2,556, who ran under the
Democrats for Change banner. Mayor
Bollwage received 74 percent of the
vote.
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SP Council Selects DePaola
To Fill Mayoral Vacancy

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mary DePaola has
been selected by the township council to
serve as mayor for the remainder of the year,
filling the unexpired term of Nancy Malool,
who resigned on May 20 to take a position
with the state government.

Mrs. DePaola, who as deputy mayor had
been serving as acting mayor since May 20,
was chosen by a unanimous 3-0 vote at
Monday’s conference meeting. Democratic
Councilman Kevin Glover, who Mrs.
DePaola will face in the November mayoral
election, was absent. The township Republi-
can Committee last week submitted three
names to the council to replace Mayor
Malool: Mrs. DePaola, Edward Saridaki, the
Republican candidate for council in Novem-
ber, and Llewelyn Jones.

In backing Mrs. DePaola’s appointment,
Democratic Councilman Michael Marcus
called the choice “very straightforward,”
noting her tenure on the council since Janu-
ary 2009 and her service as deputy mayor in
2011 and 2012. He said he believed the
choice should be “a current member” of the
council and added that he and Mrs. DePaola
had a “good and mutually respectful rela-
tionship.”

Mr. Marcus emphasized that his backing
of Mrs. DePaola to fill the vacancy “has noth-
ing to do with the election.” Instead, he said, he
saw “no reason to prolong the appointment
process any longer.”

Republican Councilman William Vastine

said that, “given all that the town faces in the
next few months, continuity in our process
makes sense.”

After the council’s vote, Mrs. DePaola was
sworn in by Township Clerk Bonnie Lacina.
Later, Mayor DePaola told The Westfield
Leader she wants the council to move forward
on effecting a police merger with Fanwood.

“I’d like to see that happen as soon as
possible,” Mayor DePaola said.

She also said the council would continue its
recruitment of a new township manager to
replace Christopher Marion, who resigned in
late March. The council will also have to vote
on a new member to fill Mrs. DePaola’s coun-
cil seat, which she will relinquish to fill the
mayoral slot on the governing body.

That vacancy will likely be filled at the
council’s next meeting on Tuesday, June 19,
and it is likely that Mr. Saridaki will be the
preferred choice. Republican Chairman Will-
iam McClintock told The Leader that his party
would be meeting next week to select names to
submit to the council.

wages over the introduced budget by
$800,874 to $168.7 million. Last year’s
total salaries were $175.5 million. The
county incorporated an additional $5.4
million in non-tax revenues in the
amended budget.

Freeholder Fiscal Affairs Commit-
tee Chairman Dan Sullivan, who noted
the county is laying off 10 percent of its
workforce to close what was a $36-
million budget hole, said 44 layoffs
became effective May 1, and another
100 had been scheduled for June 1. An
additional 100 layoffs have been de-
layed at Runnells Specialized Hospital
as the county looks to privatize the
hospital’s dietary and laundry services.
The county also will require the com-
panies hired to take over Runnells op-
erations to give those workers being
laid off first crack at employment.

The county also is looking to priva-
tize the Watchung Stable to eliminate a
$600,000 operating deficit, as well as
the 900-inmate county jail, which costs
the county $55 million annually to oper-
ate. He said the county has asked the
state for permission to privatize the jail.

Mr. Sullivan said the state’s Local
Finance Board has approved the
county’s efforts to refinance $83 mil-
lion of debt at lower interest rates that
will increase county revenues by $2
million.

“Half of these funds will be used
to help maintain important health,

consumer protection and safety net
services, while the other half will
be retained for our budget surplus,”
Mr. Sullivan said in a statement.

Responding to layoffs averted in
social services, Tina Lopez, a se-
nior supervisor with social services
representing the Communications
Workers of America (CWA) No.
1080, thanked the county direc-
tors for working with the union.

“We are working together to try
and stop as many of these layoffs
as we can (and) to work together to
try and physically see what’s go-
ing to happen in the 2013 budget
as well,” Ms. Lopez said.

In other business, the freehold-
ers approved resolutions for agree-
ments with Roselle Park and South
Orange (Essex County) to join the
county’s 9-1-1 dispatch service for
their rescue squad units and Robert
Wood Johnson University Hospital at
Rahway for its mobile intensive care
and basic life support units. The moves
follow the closing of CenCom’s dis-
patch service at Overlook Medical
Center in Summit.

The board approved a resolution to
allow Fanwood to close Martine Av-
enue between South and LaGrande
Avenues this Sunday, June 10, from 7
a.m. to 7 p.m. for a street fair spon-
sored by the Fanwood Business and
Professional Association.
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Union County Freeholders

“It is purely economical reasons
why we decided on these details,”
Mr. Potter said.

Prior to the members decision mak-
ing, one of the main concerns that
was holding back their settlement
was the limited parking.

James Watson, president and chief
executive officer of EKA Associates
P.A. in Scotch Plains, who special-
izes in engineering, surveying and
planning, presented additional hand-
outs of a proposed graphic scale.

“We are requesting variances for
parking,” Mr. Watson said.

The parking requirement one space
for every 300 square feet or one space
for every two seats in the Clyne &
Murphy restaurant.

“We are testifying tonight for a
variance to add 11 extra spaces,” Mr.
Watson said.

The planning board approved the
variance and pointed out additional
parking is nearby such as 13 metered
spaces and public lots.

In addition to the parking concern,
Frank Mileto, from Long Valley, an
architect and building planner, raised
and concerned the status of other
businesses nearby with the construc-
tion.

“Nearby businesses will be stepped
on and intimidated by this monstrous
two-story building. It will over
shadow the sun and take away the
light from other buildings,” Mr.
Mileto said. “I respectfully ask the
members to consider either eliminat-
ing the housing or limiting the size of
the building. I feel it will impact other
property owners.”

James Foerst, a town councilman,
planning board member and owner
of the Spector Foerst & Associates
law offices in Milburn and Scotch
Plains, said he feels the new building
would attract business on South Av-
enue West.

“I am confident the housing will do
more good than harm,” Mr. Foerst
said.

Robert Newell, a board member
and owner of Robert Newell Light-
ing Design in Westfield, an architec-
tural lighting design firm, also com-
mented on the application.

“I disagree with Mileto, the sec-
ond-level housing will not block the
sun. You are defending businesses
that are spoiled with a one-level build-
ing,” Mr. Newell said.

The date of construction is yet to
be determined.
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PROM NIGHT...Westfield High School students pose for a photo at the home of
Fran and Edward Harmer before the prom on June 2.

Look for more prom photos in upcoming editions of The Westfield Leader.

the HAWK pedestrian light signal in-
stalled on Central Avenue. They called
attention to an incident where a resi-
dent of Cambridge Road was issued a
ticket for allegedly failing to stop at the
signal when the light was activated.

In other news, the board unani-
mously approved a resolution grant-
ing the renewal of liquor licenses in
various town establishments in-
cluding 16 Prospect Wine Bar &
Bistro, Cool Vines Westfield,
Ferraro’s Restaurant and Peterson’s
Wines.

The next town council meeting
is scheduled for Tuesday, June 19,
at 7:30 p.m. at the municipal build-
ing located at 425 East Broad Street.
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time due to several rounds of changes
that have been made to the architectural
plans. “We want to do everything right,”
Mr. Murray said.

According to Mr. Murray, after re-
cently receiving interior construction
permits, the next steps are to complete
the kitchen design, as well as the inte-
rior and exterior. Ferraro’s will con-
tinue to operate its take-out and cater-
ing business out of the South Elmer
location after the Elm Street restaurant
reopens.

Mr. Murray also told The Leader that
no layoffs occurred after the fire last
year, because they have been able to
employ all of the chefs at Ferraro’s
sister restaurant, Anna’s Ristorante in
Summit, which opened in May 2011.

“I just want to thank all the people
who have been so great going to the
South Elmer location and to Anna’s,”
Mr. Murray said. “The new restaurant
is going to be beautiful and a wonderful
thing for Westfield, in my opinion.”

When asked if she had any concerns
about the new restaurant posing any
quality of life issues or any concerns
about the proposed exterior visual aes-
thetics not fitting in with the rest of the
downtown, Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration Executive Director Sherry
Cronin said she has “no concerns what-
soever.”

“Ferraro’s is extremely important to
Downtown Westfield and the down-
town economy. We are looking for-
ward to their opening what is sure to be
a first-class operation,” Ms. Cronin
added.

Since Ferraro’s will no longer be
leasing the space on the corner of Elm
and Quimby Streets, building owner
Bavint Corporation of Garwood hired
Anthony Schilling, owner of Reloca-
tion Realty, to find new tenants for that
lot, as well as the neighboring spaces.
Mr. Schilling said that he currently is in
negotiation with multiple national
realtors for the corner property, and has
tenants lined up for the properties to the
right and the left of it.

The Rug Gallery, a high-end rug
company based out of Berkeley
Heights, will occupy the space directly
to the left of Ferraro’s, and Second
Time Around, a consignment shop for
upscale clothes, will move into the
former location of Anthology, which
moved to the intersection of Quimby
Street and Central Avenue. Both ten-
ants are putting finishing touches on
their respective spaces and should be
moved in by mid-July or sooner, ac-
cording to Mr. Schilling.

“The rental market is improving, but
it’s not what it used to be,” Mr. Schilling
said.
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