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GARWOOD – The Westfield Area
“Y” began its zoning board hear-
ing Wednesday, before a stand-
ing-room-only audience, on its
application for a conditional use
variance to relocate its Garwood-
based childcare program to
Washington School, and add a
pre-school and a small family
fitness facility, with plans to open
in September. The application
will continue Wednesday, July
25.

Washington School was taken
offline by the board of education
(BOE) in 2010 because of bud-
getary reasons, and students
were merged at Lincoln School.
Earlier this year, the “Y” had
signed a tentative, five-year lease
with the Garwood Board of Edu-
cation.

Currently, the “Y” operates
childcare at St. Paul’s Church on
Center Street. Pre-school is
taught through the Garwood
school system, and should the
“Y”’s application be approved,
preschoolers would, should fami-
lies choose to enroll them at the
“Y,” shift over to Washington
School come September. Dana
Parkhill, a mother whose child is
enrolled at the Garwood Schools
preschool, said she had not heard
that the preschool would be can-
celled this coming year, and spots
would be held at the “Y” facility,
should the application be ap-
proved.

The same concerns voiced last
week at an informational meet-
ing with residents and “Y” repre-
sentatives were heard again at
the zoning board meeting. Most
residents are concerned with lim-
ited parking and loss of the play-
ground and basketball court use
for local kids. Vandalism and
devaluation of homes was voiced
last week. The “Y” addressed
most of these issues Wednesday
night.

John Schmidt, Jr., attorney for
the “Y,” established that the
blacktop where the basketball
court is situated would remain as
is, after last week a majority of
residents objected to parking
there, and staff would park on
the street, and the baseball field
and the open field would remain
open to the public. He said the
“Y” would use the fields for skills
training, but would coordinate
with the T-ball teams and other
organized groups so as not to
interrupt their use time.

Also, the “Y” proposed to build
a second playground at the front
of the building, just south of the
walkway to the entrance. It would
be a 35-foot square fenced-in
playground for preschoolers, situ-
ated 90 feet from Beech Avenue
and 60 feet from East Street.

“We didn’t want to put it in the
back because we didn’t want to
take any more of the field space,”
Mr. Schmidt said.
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Residents also were concerned

with how much traffic would in-
crease because of “Y” members
using the fitness facility as well
as the childcare services. The
“Y”’s traffic engineer is sched-
uled to testify before the board
at the July 25 meeting to that.

“We already have a lot of traf-
fic,” Locust Avenue resident Jared
Cumming said. “Do you antici-
pate a problem with that in terms
of safety?”

“No,” “Y” Chief Executive Of-
ficer Mark Elsasser responded.

“The school is a school and was
a school before and had a lot of
the same kind of volume or more
volume. I don’t anticipate having
a problem based on the type of
program we are offering,” Mr.
Elsasser said.

The fitness center would close
at 9 p.m. weekdays and 6 p.m.
on Saturdays, and would be open
from noon to 4 p.m. on Sundays.
Childcare would start at 7 a.m.

and end at 6:30 p.m., weekdays.
Mr. Elsasser said he estimates
about 200 members would use
the Garwood “Y” fitness facility,
and that a maximum of about 30
people would use the facility at
one time. He also anticipated 12
to 14 employees would be in the
building at any given time.

Susan Morton, senior director
of Child Care Services at the “Y,”
said the school could have a
maximum of 80 children in
childcare, but she estimated that
there would be about 60.

After residents were alarmed
that the “Y”’s 11,000 members
could have access to the Garwood
facility, Mr. Elsasser said, “The
whole idea of conceptualizing this
is, if you put a small family work-
out center here, perhaps resi-
dents of Garwood, especially
families, might not have to fight
their way through traffic and go
to another location and come to
a neighborhood place and work

out. The volume is not going to
be that great.”

Mr. Elsasser also said, given
the main “Y”’s much larger and
varied fitness areas and exten-
sive programs, that most mem-
bers would continue to use the
main “Y” and not come to use the
Garwood facility. The Garwood
fitness room would be about 400
to 600 square feet and have about
10 to 15 pieces of air pressurized
training equipment that is safe
for young adults and some cardio
equipment. There would not be
weights. Should volume be a main
concern of residents, he said the
“Y” would restrict the facility for
members who sign up for the
Garwood “Y” only. There also
would be fitness classes offered,
mostly geared to senior citizens.

Mr. Schmidt also had Thomas
Spera, BOE supervisor of build-
ings and grounds, testify about
the increased vandalism at Wash-
ington School since it closed two
years ago. Mr. Spera noted bro-
ken windows, security cameras,
vent covers and window screens,
as well as the laminated glass
elevator being shattered several
times, and a faucet overflowing –
costing the BOE $60,000. There
is also increased trash strewn
around the property, he said.

Sal Perednia, treasurer of the
Garwood Baseball League, said
the league would like to see an
advisory committee in place,
which the “Y” was in favor of.

James Watson, a land surveyor
hired by the “Y,” said the only
additional lighting on the prop-
erty would be for two signs – a
front-sign identification and a sign
in the rear.

Gary Maher, attorney with
Maher & Maher, questioned the
completeness of the “Y”’s appli-
cation at the onset of the hear-
ing, with zoning board member
Bruce Paterson agreeing with Mr.
Maher. However, after a board
discussion, the board decided to
continue hearing the application.


