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Please Legislators, Judges and Execs,
Believe In The U.S. Constitution

Letters to the Editor

Some Republicans are asking what
to do now that the Supreme Court has
held that virtually the entire Afford-
able Care Act (a/k/a/ Obamacare) is
constitutional.

The Supreme Court’s decision
showed that the only way to get rid of
Obamacare now is to use the political
process to repeal it. But the Supreme
Court’s decision this week revealed
more than just this. It also revealed
that at least a generation of liberal
politicians in Washington and in state
capitals has failed to protect our indi-
vidual rights, and the rights of our
states, enshrined in the Constitution.
The modern liberal Left in this coun-
try has been assaulting the careful
separation of power among the ex-
ecutive, the legislative and judicial
branches of the federal government,
as well as the careful balance estab-
lished between the states and the fed-
eral government. And the Left is win-
ning.

A few weeks ago the President
announced that the Executive branch
will no longer enforce our nation’s
immigration laws. Under our system
of government, the Congress legis-
lates and the Executive enforces the
law. But no longer. Now the Presi-
dent legislates by executive action
and the Left applauds.

Now, the Supreme Court, in an
exercise of judicial activism, has re-
written Obamacare. A law, which
penalized people for not having
health insurance, has been re-writ-
ten to provide for a choice between
complying and paying a fine. A law,
which described the fine as a pen-
alty, has been re-written to provide
instead for a tax. And a government,
granted only specific powers by the
people who established it, can now
exceed those powers whenever it
chooses merely by combining any
of its dictates with the laying of a tax
for noncompliance. The Supreme
Court, instead of interpreting the
law, now legislates and the Left ap-
plauds.

Do our current Republican leaders
appreciate what is happening? I doubt
it. The Obamacare debacle shows
how bad things have gotten.
Obamacare is disliked by a majority
of Americans, was rammed through
Congress without hearings, was
passed on a strict party line vote in the
middle of the night under procedures
used for a budget, was unread by
either Congress or the President, was
a bill which had to pass, in the words
of the then Speaker of the House, in
order for us to learn what was in it,

was under any same reading of the
enumerated powers or the Commerce
Clause clearly unconstitutional, has
now been re-written by a supposedly
conservative chief justice appointed
by George W. Bush, resulting in the
spectacular expansion of
Washington’s power to force us to
bend to its will or pay a tax. These are
actions of a banana republic.

We are in this situation in part
because many Republican politicians,
in Washington and the states, have
failed to adhere to traditional Repub-
lican principles. They’d prefer to com-
promise and keep their privileges as
members of the political class rather
than be painted by the liberal Left
and the media as ‘obstructionists’ or
‘radical conservatives.’

For example, the House, controlled
by Republicans for the last two years,
has authority over the federal
government’s budget. If the House
Republicans truly objected to the size
and scope of the federal government
and its vast spending and debt, the
House could simply use its power
over the federal government’s purse
strings to force changes. Alas, they
have taken no meaningful action.

What should we do now? We should
recognize that the only hope to save
this country is to start to shrink the
federal government. Shrink its rev-
enues, its spending, its debt and its
power such that it only exercises the
powers granted it in the Constitution.
All other power rests with the sover-
eign states. The states, including New
Jersey, have to get the guts to start
fighting back and we need politicians
who will do so.

The time for ‘go along to get
along’ is over. The Left doesn’t play
that game and neither should we.
We need to support only candidates
running for national office who
agree to adhere to the Constitution.
We need to support only candidates
at the state level who are willing to
fight against Washington’s unceas-
ing quest for more and more power,
control and revenues. We need to
nominate to judgeships only people
who will adhere to the Constitu-
tion.

Only a political process that results
in legislators, judges and executives
who believe in the Constitution can
change the downward spiral into des-
potism in which we find ourselves.
The past couple of weeks show that
we are already in that spiral. These
are my personal views.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Freeholders Have Put Us In Position
Where Many Are Losing Their Homes
Whether you are a Republican or a

Democrat, one must wonder why
Union County Freeholders have
passed a  budget with a   $302.5
million county tax? It’s only $11.3
million more than last year?

Even if the increase only means
$90 per household as freeholders
claim, but it’s $90 that many families
cannot afford.

The weight of the tax burden has
now pushed many properties into
foreclosure or short sale, but the Free-
holders still insist they need addi-
tional funds to manage 21 munici-
palities that are already struggling to
maintain their own budgets. Success-
ful tax appeals have been added to the
mix and are painful for the munici-
palities because it means that
homeowners are credited for money
that has already been budgeted.

First time home buyers are actu-

ally turned away by lenders due to
burgeoning taxes, an additional
$1,000 a month is a deal breaker.
How much more financial burden
can be carried by the taxpayers in
Union County?

During this election season it is
important to residents to exercise their
right to vote and change the Free-
holder board that has put us in a
position that may force many of us to
walk away from our most precious
asset – our home.

I am your Union County Freeholder
candidate that represents the People!

It is now your turn to vote change!
Diane Barabas

Freeholder Candidate
Westfield

Excerpts of Governor Christie’s
Speech to the Legislature on July 2

“Giving the certainty of tax relief
to our citizens and making our state
more competitive with our neighbors
in job creation — today — will allow
us to put more New Jerseyans back to
work this summer. What could be
more important for us to do today?

...Over the last two years we’ve
done something pretty unprec-
edented, not just for New Jersey, but
for the country. Despite our differ-
ences, we’ve managed to buck the
conventional wisdom and actually
get things done.

... the pundits, the media and the
rest of the world tell you things have
to be done in a certain way. ... it’s
pretty much a guarantee that we
should do the exact opposite.

...Yet, there are some who want to
play politics as usual with this issue.
Some believe that the old Trenton
games that Democrats and Republi-
cans have played over the years should
be our game plan on this issue today.
I reject that approach and so do many
of you. Let’s not give in to the ordi-
nary — let’s continue to provide bi-
partisan leadership.

...If you had told the old time po-
litical players in January that this
Legislature would pass bipartisan
teacher tenure reform for the first
time in 100 years, they would have
rolled their eyes.

...The result is that mandatory drug
rehabilitation for non-violent offend-
ers is now a reality. It happened be-
cause of us.

...a historic reorganization of our
higher education system that not only
improves the system, but also makes
us more economically competitive.

 ...Since the beginning we’ve made
the tough decisions together in a fis-
cally difficult environment to achieve
historic pension and benefit reform,
to cap property taxes so that New
Jersey homeowners saw the lowest
increase in property taxes this past
year in two decades and to provide
critical tax relief for job creators to
invest, expand and come to New Jer-
sey.

...This is a moment. But it’s not a
moment where we should take a cue
from Washington, D.C. and begin
emulating the politically shameful
performances we see down there.
Washington, D.C. has been paralyzed
because people talk at one another
not to one another. No one stops for a
second to think about how what they
fail to do today will lead to failure for
our citizens tomorrow. Instead it’s a
constant fight to see who wins the
next 24-hour news cycle. Is that re-
ally who we aspire to be here in New
Jersey?

...We believe that the people of
New Jersey deserve a tax cut.

...I have used my veto authority on
the budget you sent me to create a
$650 million surplus. Can’t we af-
ford to send just one-third of that
surplus back to our citizens and to
give them that guarantee today? I say
yes. We have the money available to
fund a tax cut that gives relief to
middle-class New Jerseyans.

...We can accomplish this before
you leave this building today. To show
you my commitment to compromise,
I have today conditionally vetoed a
bill that would make New Jersey less
competitive and have instead turned
it into a law that would give middle
class New Jerseyans a tax cut.

...Imagine that — a tax cut plan
endorsed by Sweeney, Van Drew,
Weinberg and me?

...A bipartisan tax cut plan is on all
of your desks right now. Let’s show
our state we can work together and
finish the job before we leave for this
holiday weekend.

...It’s not about us. It’s not about
polls or conventions or speeches or
TV sound bites.

...It’s about the people of New Jer-
sey. It’s about them winning. It’s about
their families winning.

...We cannot let them down when
they have trusted us this far.

...I asked all of you to come here
today and you did. Showing up today
means you understand your constitu-
tional duties.

Now, let’s open the board, vote for
a middle class tax cut and show that
bipartisanship is alive and well in
New Jersey.

I have come to the center of the
room and agreed to the Senate Demo-
cratic tax plan. Will you join me?
Will you act today to guarantee a
summer of tax relief, job competi-
tiveness and increased confidence in
state government for our citizens? I
am ready. Are you? I leave this Cham-
ber full of hope that you will put aside
politics and join me in leading our
state to a better tomorrow.

Thank you for your dedication,
your respect and your time. To all in
this room and to all of our citizens,
let’s head to the shore and enjoy a
happy and more prosperous 4th of
July. God Bless you and your fami-
lies, God Bless America and God
Bless the great State of New Jersey.”

New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie

‘A Tale of Two Cities’

On Governor’s Speech Monday
Asm. Jerry Green (DEM,

Plainfield): Let’s get this straight,
folks; this governor is no hero to
middle-class New Jerseyans and the
poor. He can pose all he wants in
front of the TV cameras, but the mean-
spirited vetoes of property tax relief
for the middle-class and senior citi-
zens and income tax relief for the
working poor are what really matter.
Not to mention his opposition to af-
fordable housing, women’s health
care and legal services for working
class New Jerseyans. Facts are facts,
and the fact is this governor has failed
repeatedly when it comes to provid-
ing tax relief for the middle-class.

Asm. Jon Bramnick (GOP,
Westfield): People in New Jersey
have been waiting too long for tax
relief. Governor Christie is sending a
clear message that he will keep his
promise to veto any tax hike the
Corzine Democrats pass. Taxpayers
deserve relief now, not later. We need
to shed our reputation as a state that
only increases taxes. By standing in
the way of delivering a tax cut, Demo-
crats are sending the wrong message
to people and the business commu-
nity.

Other Comments
Asm. Dave Rible (GOP,

Monmouth): The Corzine Demo-
crats think the game is over since
Governor Christie signed the fiscal
2013 budget last week. They are mis-
taken. Assembly Republicans are
ready to work overtime and deliver
the relief promised to the most over-
taxed people in the country. Corzine
Democrats always seem to have an
excuse for delaying important policy

reforms. No one can rest until we
give hard-working middle-class fami-
lies in this state what they were prom-
ised: tax relief. Reducing the state’s
tax burden is a key priority and it
shouldn’t have to be held captive
while the Democrats are missing in
action.

Asm. Scott Rumana (GOP,
Passaic): Corzine Democrats are
again stalling and depriving our fami-
lies and seniors of long overdue tax
relief. A ‘maybe’ tax cut from Demo-
crats means no tax cut and that’s
unacceptable. So is the $800 million
income tax hike on the state’s job
creators that they recently approved.
...give all taxpayers their money back.

Asm. Anthony Bucco (GOP, Mor-
ris): Now is not the time for legisla-
tors to go on a hiatus while overbur-
dened taxpayers await help. For five
months the Democrats in each house
have repeatedly touted how their tax
cut proposal is better. Now they want
to walk away and leave everyone
hanging in the lurch. Tax relief is a
priority that should be addressed now.
Corzine Democrats know how to in-
crease taxes, but that strategy doesn’t
work anymore. It’s time to buckle
down and go beyond promising tax
relief. Let’s deliver it.

Asm. John Amodeo (GOP, At-
lantic): Recess is for students, deliv-
ering tax relief is a year-round job for
legislators. All Assembly Republi-
cans are ready, willing and able to
work for as long as it takes to keep the
promise made to taxpayers. This is
what legislators signed up for when
they ran for office. We need to finish
the job.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

• Business Health Plans

• Medicare Plans

• Term Life Insurance

benefitsnj.com

732-345-6300
Call for a Quote Today

A.Ammermuller
& Company

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

(908) 233-6030

Located at:

New Hours!

Caring for your dogs, cats, birds, & exotics

Full Service Medical, Surgical, & Dental Facility

House calls & Boarding Available

U N D E R  N E W  M A N A G E M E N T

Call for an Appointment Today! 

FREE Exam for New Patients* 
*$75 value.  Available to new clients only.  Limit one coupon per client.

During your visit our veterinarians will check weight, listen to heart and lungs, & assess eyes, ears, mouth, skin, teeth, coat.

Please take this opportunity to discuss diet, behavior, exercise patterns, a vaccination schedule, flea-tick-heartworm preventatives.

WestfieldAnimal.com

357 South Ave. E

Westfield, NJ 07090

Anthony Loomis, DVM
Scott Linick, DVM, FAVD
Kathleen Neumann, DVM
Ronald Swist, DVM

Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm

Sat: 8am-1pm

Since 1963

Your      ometown Animal HospitalH

Westfield
Animal
Hospital

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

WHEN YOU CARE
ENOUGH TO READ
THE VERY BEST

GOLEADER.COM Reading Is
Good for You


