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Letters to
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Youth Baseball Programs –
Something Really Worthwhile

The roots of the Westfield Youth Baseball League
(WBL) go deep. For over 45 years, the WBL has
offered programs for the youth of Westfield. From
the newspaper archives of 1997, it is noted that over
1,000 boys and girls participated in programs of the
WBL. The participation has only grown since. Now,
over 1,500 participate.

Dads and moms remember fondly their
own involvements with the WBL. Suc-
cessful businessmen list their involvement
as a coach or umpire as one of their more
memorable civic activities. In 2004, War-
ren Shea of Scotch Plains was named to the
board of Union Hospital – in his bio, it is
prominently listed that he was a coach and umpire in
the WBL. In 1999, when Bruce Elliot, formerly of
Westfield, was named manager of the Middletown
office for then Burgdorff Realtors, he also listed
being active in the WBL as a major activity. Viola
Ricciuti of Scotch Plains was a chef at the Arrow
Lounge. When she died at age 80 in 1999, donations
in her memory were requested to be made to the
WBL.

In 2004, the death notice for former NJ Bell
executive Walter Treut who died at the age of 88,
requested that donations in his memory be made to
the Westfield Baseball League - Mr. Treut had lived
in Westfield from 1950 to 1977 and coached in the
WBL, before retiring and residing in North Carolina
for more than 25 years. John Fiorino, a Westfield

firefighter, died suddenly in 1997 at the
age of 38. He was active in helping the
youth of the community, and each year, a
Westfield Baseball tournament is held in
his memory.

Not only are the roots deep for the
Westfield Baseball League as offered by

the above examples, the good that it does for our
youth today is immeasurable. The caring nature of
our community guarantees that our youths prosper,
stay out of trouble and contribute to their communi-
ties in the future. The tradition has been here for over
45 years.

We salute everyone in Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Cranford and elsewhere for putting together such
successful and worthwhile programs for our youth.

It’s Sidewalk Dining Time In
Westfield – One of Our Favorites

Jazz Nights in Westfield pack the streets each
Tuesday night and outdoor dining crowds the side-
walks throughout the week – a good thing, yes.

People get a fun break during the relaxing summer
evenings from now through to September. Everyday
qualms can float away for a few hours.

Though many vacation during this time of the
year, things still jump around here. Perhaps the
crowd changes a little, and it’s nice to have people
from many towns join in.

Have fun. Exercise a little caution. In the past, we
have observed and have received comments.

Pedestrians and onlookers might be faced with a
traffic mishap. People back off the sidewalk while
listening to jazz on North Avenue and on Central
Avenue, or casually cross the streets without looking
– all the while, the heavy traffic is unabated.

This year particularly, fast-paced reconstruction
of Ferraro’s Restaurant offers a disruption on Elm
Street. Everyone looks forward to the re-opening
targeted for September.

When one walks down Elm Street, it is often
necessary to step into the street because of the tables,

valet parking and delivery trucks. It can be danger-
ous for both pedestrians and drivers.

Each year, we raise these suggestions: Perhaps it’s
time to close Elm and Quimby Streets to general
traffic during peak outdoor dining times. Perhaps
the jazz band at the north side train station should be
moved then to the closed streets at Elm and Quimby.

Perhaps the popular jazz location in the middle of
Prospect Street should be reinstated and that street
be closed.

At minimum, we urge residents to use care while
having fun, and we ask downtown businesses to
examine the situation.

Other fun things locally on Saturdays: Have you
tried the Farmers’ Markets? If so, which one did you
try? –  the one in Westfield at the train station
Southside parking lot, the one in Scotch Plains on
Park Avenue in the parking lot by the municipal
building? Perhaps you tried another town. We’d like
to know your favorite market as well as hearing
about your favorite item.

Grandma’s strawberry-rhubarb pie is high on our
list. Send us an e-mail – editor@goleader.com.

County’s Process Was Flawed
Resulting In Illegal Budget

Thank You For Helping With
Our Small Piece of Westfield

To Westfield Bd. of Ed.: We Strongly
Oppose Lights on That Field

For more than 20 years we have
owned our property at the corner of
Edgar Road and Rahway Avenue.
The use of the existing grass playing
fields have not been obtrusive par-
ticularly since activities did not ex-
tend beyond sunset. We will support
the need for additional turf fields and
their placement at the high school.
However, we strongly oppose the in-
clusion of lights on that field, which
will extend its use and concurrent
light, noise and traffic into the night.

We recommend that the lights be
installed on the existing turf Kehler
field. That would be a common sense

and effective approach. If the barri-
ers to doing that are the opposition
expressed in the past by adjoining
neighbors of the Kehler field, then
that should make it clear that the
lights at the high school proposal is
not in the residents/taxpayers inter-
est either.

Please initiate the necessary steps
to modify your current proposal.
Please let me know what your posi-
tion will be. Thank you for your con-
sideration.

Jim and Marilynn Shields
Westfield

On January 22nd, 2012, our build-
ing on 439 South Avenue in Westfield
(the Old Root’s and then Clyne &
Murphy), tragically burned to the
ground. In our ongoing quest towards
re-construction, we would like to give
credit where it is due. The Root fam-
ily is so grateful to:

First and foremost, the planning
board, the Downtown Westfield
Corp., the building department and
all the people involved in helping us

re-start our small piece of Westfield.
We do not know everyone by name,

but you know who you are. And we
thank you very much for making this
first step come true.

We also would like to thank our
attorney Art Attenasio, our architect
Glen Potter and our planner/engineer
James Watson for their very fine work.

Bill and Florence Root
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to the towns of Union County
and the New Jersey State Division of
Local Government Services (DLGS).

*****
Dear Governing bodies of Union

County towns and Mr. Neff of the
DLGS:

Our Union County government this
year created many problems and flaws
with their budget process to the point
where one can declare it is now ille-
gal and thus they are not functional as
a proper government. The 21 towns
do not have to be responsive in send-
ing any further county tax monies to
the county until this complete failure
of procedure is rectified. The towns
and the DLGS/Trenton should de-
mand proper resolution.

A simple list of this year’s Union
County budget process failures:

1) The budget process was tainted
by a conflict of interest when Union
County Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella selected Freeholder Dan
Sullivan to chair the budget commit-
tee. Sullivan is on both sides of the
equation in that he is director of the
[Union County Utilities Authority],
which sends millions of dollars into
the Union County budget and he now
is on the budget side accepting that
money. County Counsel Robert Barry,
in his ignorance, could not see the
conflict of interest. This was a proce-
dural failure tainted by conflict of
interest.

2) Every year during the budget
process departmental hearings are
normally held in the county adminis-
tration bldg on the sixth floor for the
public to observe as the finance com-
mittee discusses the various depart-
ments’ cost and capital requirements.

This transparency process was
scrapped for a process that was done
behind closed doors and out of sight
of the public.... if it was really done at
all. This may or may not have been a
procedural failure, depends on county
policies, but it reflects lack of trans-
parency if anything.

3) The budget was introduced in
May but was not voted on, so the
budget was not a formal county bud-
get put in place for the public. This
was a procedural failure.

4) Some kind of budget hearing
was not listed on the county website,
but per county counsel comment at
that hearing was previously adver-
tised in the media. This meeting was
held upfront before the normal June
14th freeholder meeting, but without
an agenda for the public as to be
aware of procedure. The freeholders
discussed cost adjustments to their
introduced budget. The public show-
ing up at the normal freeholder meet-
ing were caught unaware. The free-
holders called it a “special meeting”
which, for transparency of gover-
nance, should normally have a writ-
ten hard copy agenda attached to this
meeting for the attending public. This
was another procedural failure.

5) The county budget, later in a
third June 14th freeholder meeting,
was not voted on as the budget but
was voted on as called “county bud-
get as amended.” However, one must
have a formal “budget” in place be-
fore one votes to have a “budget as
amended.” This was the final proce-
dural failure.

The county budget is now illegal.
Bruce Paterson

Garwood

Distractions Can Be Deadly:
Don’t Text or Use Cell When Driving
Don’t talk on a cell phone while

driving. And, more importantly, don’t
text while driving. Don’t use your
phone at all while driving. The dis-
traction could be deadly.

Driving safely requires a person’s
constant attention to the road and to
everyone and everything outside of
the car. Many things can distract a
driver, like adjusting the radio or sip-
ping coffee, but since texting requires
visual, manual and cognitive atten-
tion simultaneously, it is by far the
most alarming distraction.

Almost 5,500 people were killed
in accidents involving driver distrac-
tion nationwide in 2009, and another
448,000 people were injured, accord-
ing to the latest figures analyzed by
the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA).

Recently, a newspaper reported that
there are more than 3,000 accidents
involving cell phones in New Jersey
every year. People are injured or die
in these crashes. And the numbers are
not going down.

The NHTSA also reports that us-
ing a cell phone while driving delays
reaction time as much as being le-
gally drunk with a blood alcohol con-
centration of .08. Drivers who use a
hand-held device are four times more
likely to get into an accident serious
enough to cause injury, according to
the agency. Texting drivers are 23
times more likely to be involved in
such a crash.

Our youngest and most inexperi-
enced drivers are most at risk. In
2009, 16 percent of teen drivers in-
volved in a fatal crash were reported
to have been distracted, reports the
NHTSA.

Half (52 percent) of cell-owning

teens ages 16 to 17 say they have
talked on a cell phone while driving,
according to a survey of 800 young
drivers conducted by the Pew Re-
search Center’s Internet and Ameri-
can Life Project. That translates into
43 percent of all American teens ages
16-17.

Forty percent of those surveyed
say they have been in a car when the
driver used a cell phone in a way that
put themselves or others in danger.

Leading by example is a great way
to show our young people that dis-
tracted driving is dangerous. If par-
ents don’t use a cell phone in the car,
the kids will be less likely to. But our
best chance of ending distracted driv-
ing is to educate everyone, especially
the teenagers, about the danger it
poses. The NHTSA offers a lot of
important information on their
website, distraction.gov.

Distractions in everyday life out-
side of the car can be dangerous as
well. There are plenty of other activi-
ties that don’t mix with texting. Re-
cently, a young man riding a bicycle
nearly crashed into my car as I was
driving because he was texting as he
rode along. Don’t text while riding a
bike either. Also, there is no shortage
of video of people texting while walk-
ing and ending up falling into a water
fountain or blindly strolling smack
into a wall. Those lucky enough not
to get hurt must be at least be really
embarrassed.

Pay attention to the world around
you, especially when you are behind
the wheel of a car, and it will be a
safer place for everyone.

Ralph Froehlich
Union County Sheriff

Re. Mr./Mrs. Frog,
Subscriber Writes

A fable states that if you put a frog
in a pot of hot water it will jump out;
but if you slowly heat the water, the
frog will stay in the pot and be killed.
So it is with our freedoms. Govern-
ment has slowly stripped them away.
When we allow government to take
responsibility for something, we give
up a freedom. Government takes the
responsibility for protecting us and
we give up the freedom to bear arms
without regulation. Government takes
the responsibility for providing for
our retirement and we give up the
freedom to invest our money as we
choose. Government takes responsi-
bility for health care and we are told
we cannot buy a large soft drink.

The Declaration of Independence
states that we have the right to Life,
Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.
How liberated do you feel?

Happy Independence Day Mr. and
Mrs. Frog.

Irving B. Welchons, 3rd
Charlotte, NC

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Limaceous – Like a snail or slug
2. Phare – A lighthouse
3. Spodogenous – Having the charac-

ter of waste matter
4. Latigo – Spanish strap with which a

saddle girth is adjusted

PLAGA
1. In zoology, a colored band or streak
2. Small number; insufficiency
3. The barbed iron head of a dart or

arrow
4. An infection causing pernicious clot-

ting of blood
PANDY

1. Range of vision or sight
2. To punish by striking the hand with

a cane
3. To please, charm or delight
4. A nickname

GEORDIE
1. A miner or a miner’s safety lamp
2. A battle ax or mace
3. Private road or lane
4. A scallop or large mollusk

DACOIT
1. A member of a gang of robbers in

India or Burma
2. Nomadic; roving
3. A laborer; member of the working

class
4. Given to debate or dispute

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

See more letters on page 5

Freeholders Have Cut
Propaganda $

The county hasn’t produced a tax-
payer-funded commercial for at least two
years – since the UCWA has been expos-
ing this use of tax dollars for campaigns,
the county has cut back significantly.

Over the years, all sorts of mailings
would be sent out during campaign sea-
son. During the last election, there were
no mailings featuring freeholders. When
we began this project, the county was
spending $245,926 annually on promot-
ing incumbents during election time.

The UCWA sued and won access to
the mailing list used for their Senior
Newsletter. Our motivation was to ex-
pose this abuse –  this list is purchased
and maintained with tax dollars.

The county hasn’t published this piece
since Spring 2011. We launched our law-
suit in fall of 2010.

Taxpayers are still funding the Union
County Alliance, however their newslet-
ter hasn’t been published in the past few
election cycles since management has
been undergoing changes. The UCWA
has an ongoing lawsuit. We want the
Alliance to be subject to OPRA.

The Union County Democratic Com-
mittee appointed freeholders are still win-
ning elections by the same margins re-
flecting the political make-up of the
county. Registered Democrats outnum-
ber Republicans 3-1, proving that this
taxpayer-funded propaganda was a waste
of money even for their purposes.

Tina Renna
President, UCWA

Cranford


