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Democrats, Republicans Comment on U.S. Supreme Court
Ruling on Patient Protection And Affordability Health Act

A JOB WELL NOW...Union County Freeholders Angel Estrada, left, Christo-
pher Hudak, second from  right, and Daniel Sullivan, right, present a resolution
to Michael Karlovich congratulating him on his retirement from ConocoPhillips
after 38 years of employment.

Editor’s Note: The following are ex-
cerpts from elected officials statements
on the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision
ruling the federal Parent Protection
and Affordability Act as Constitutional.

President Barack Obama: “Today,
the Supreme Court’s decision to up-
hold the Affordable Care Act ensures
hard-working, middle class families
will get the security they deserve and
protects every American from the worst
insurance company
abuses….Insurance companies no
longer have unchecked power to can-
cel your policy, deny you coverage, or
charge women more than men. Soon,
no American will ever again be denied
care or charged more due to a pre-
existing condition….Under today’s
ruling, having health insurance is and
will continue to be a choice. If you
can’t afford insurance or you’re a small
business that wants to provide afford-
able insurance to your employees,
you’ll get tax credits that make cover-

age affordable. But if you can afford
insurance and you choose not to pur-
chase it, the taxpayers will no longer
subsidize your care for free….The
Court has issued a clear and final rul-
ing on this law. The last thing Congress
should do is refight old political battles
and start over on health care by repeal-
ing basic protections that provide se-
curity for the middle class.

House Speaker John Boehner (R-
Ohio): “The President’s health care
law is hurting our economy by driving
up health costs and making it harder
for small businesses to hire. Today’s
ruling underscores the urgency of re-
pealing this harmful law in its entirety.
What Americans want is a common-
sense, step-by-step approach to health
care reform that will protect Ameri-
cans’ access to the care they need, from
the doctor they choose, at a lower cost.
Republicans stand ready to work with
a president who will listen to the people
and will not repeat the mistakes that

gave our country ObamaCare.”
Governor Chris Christie: “I’ve been

clear from the very beginning that I do
not believe a one-size-fits-all health
care program works for the entire coun-
try and that each governor should have
the ability to make decisions about
what works best for their state. Today’s
Supreme Court decision is disappoint-
ing and I still believe this is the wrong
approach for the people of New Jersey
who should be able to make their own
judgments about health care. Most
importantly, the Supreme Court is con-
firming what we knew all along about
this law – it is a tax on middle class
Americans.”

New Jersey State Democratic Chair-
man John Wisniewski: “Governor, it’s
time to get to work on a health ex-
change here in New Jersey. You said
your reason for rejecting the legisla-
tion was the pending case before the
Supreme Court. Well, the court has
ruled the Affordable Care Act consti-
tutional. No more excuses. You need to
work with the Legislature to get this
done and ensure New Jersey workers
have a health insurance exchange that
allows them to select the coverage that
works best for them and their fami-
lies.”

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th): “The
United States Supreme Court’s 5-4
ruling upholding the Affordable Care
Act is a disappointing decision that
will have implications for nearly every
American. Today’s decision confirms
what many of us who oppose the law
have long known – the health care law
is a significant tax increase on the
American people regardless of Presi-
dent Obama’s repeated assurances that
he would not raise taxes on the middle
class…The health care law as it cur-
rently stands will stifle innovation, hurt
job creation and has the potential ulti-
mately to ration health care in this
country. It is for these reasons that I
will continue my efforts to repeal the
health care law and replace it with real,
common-sense health care reforms to
ensure that Americans have access to
affordable health care coverage they
need from the doctor they choose with-
out higher taxes.”

Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th): “The es-
sence of the Affordable Care Act is to
guarantee, through a variety of ap-
proaches, that every American can
count on having access to excellent
health care. We still have much work to
do. Every major piece of American
legislation ever passed, from Social
Security to Medicare to the Civil Rights
Act, has been refined and improved
over the years. So, too, the Affordable
Care Act will be refined and improved
as we gain experience with it. Today’s
decision ensures that we can continue
making progress toward the goal of
guaranteeing access to excellent health
care for every American.”

Eric Beck, 12th District Republican
Congressional Candidate: “I remain
committed to repealing the Affordable
Care Act and replacing it with market-
centric healthcare reforms. Such re-
forms would include portability of
healthcare insurance, encouraging the
use of high-deductible health insur-
ance policies and enabling the pur-
chase of health insurance across state
lines. Reforms should include a ve-
hicle to transition those with pre-exist-

ing conditions back into the private
health insurance marketplace. They
should also ensure that young people
have an affordable insurance option as
they transition from school to the pri-
vate workplace. Finally, the federal
government should seek ways to en-
courage the private sector to adopt a
value-based health care delivery model
that encourages medical innovation,
improves quality of care, and expands
access to coverage. All of these pro-
posals are viable and workable with
minimal intrusion by the federal gov-
ernment into the private sector. We
simply need the political will to make
them happen.”

Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.):
“Today ObamaCare became America
Care – it is a victory for every Ameri-
can. Today’s decision is a victory for
millions of middle class families across
America who want the security that the
health care law provides. It is a victory
for seniors, women and young
people…This decision is a victory for
every American who has been waiting
decades for a health care system that is
about accessible, affordable health care
and not about padding the bottom line
of insurance companies. The Supreme
Court decision to uphold the Afford-
able Care Act has given our health care
system back to patients and doctors,
and not to insurance executives who
care more about profits than people….I
will oppose Republican efforts to re-
peal the consumer protections that
would take us back to the days when
insurance companies had free rein to
do whatever they wanted.”

Republican Candidate for U.S. Sen-
ate Joe Kyrillos: “Today’s Supreme
Court decision may have confirmed
the constitutionality of the legislation,
but one fact remains: the massive, ex-
pensive health care overhaul voted for
by Senator Menendez is bad policy.
Government-run healthcare spends
money we don’t have, loots Medicare,
limits patient choice, and continues to
place a cloud of uncertainty over our
economy. Congress can and must re-
peal and replace it with more sensible
reforms like providing coverage for
those with pre-existing conditions.
Here in New Jersey, we’ve seen how
the Corzine-Menendez pattern of rais-
ing taxes, spending more and leaving
the bills to future generations does not
work — it left us nearly bankrupt. We
need change in Washington. Real,
meaningful change. The same kind of
change Governor Christie is bringing
to New Jersey. And I intend to deliver
that kind of change as your Senator.”

Group to Hold Hearing On
SP, FW Consolidation Study

FANWOOD – Residents of Fanwood
and Scotch Plains are invited to attend
a public hearing on Tuesday, July 10, at
7:30 p.m. at 200 Forest Road in
Fanwood to discuss a proposed con-
solidation study for the  towns.

The hearing will include Fred Lange,
organizer of Courage to Reconnect
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, which is
seeking the study, and Gina Genovese,
executive director of Courage to Con-
nect New Jersey, a non-profit, non-
partisan group that helps citizens
through the process. In addition,
Princeton Mayor Chad Goerner, who
is coordinating the municipal consoli-
dation of Princeton Township and
Princeton Borough, will be available
to answer questions. The hearing will
be moderated by officials with the state
Department of Community Affairs.

This is the second of three public
hearings the state has mandated, as
part of Local Option Municipal Con-
solidation Law of 2007. The first hear-
ing was held June 18 for Scotch Plains
residents; the third public hearing for
residents of Fanwood and Scotch Plains
will be 7:30 p.m. on Monday, July 16 at
the Scotch Plains municipal building.

The July 10 hearing is geared for
Fanwood residents, although all are
encouraged to attend and voice their
questions about the proposed study.

“There is a misperception among
some that these hearings are for the
consolidation of the two towns,” Mr.
Lange said. “Although we believe that
would ultimately save taxpayer dol-
lars, the focus now is simply a study.
We are gaining feedback about a po-
tential study. That’s it.”

Ms. Genovese, a former mayor and
councilwoman in Long Hill Township,
noted that Scotch Plains and Fanwood
would not consolidate unless a pro-
posal is set forth on a ballot, and the
majority of voters from both towns
support it.

“This is the first ever citizen driven
consolidation study application in the
history of New Jersey,” she said.

The process was initiated for Scotch
Plains and Fanwood when Courage to
Reconnect Scotch Plains and Fanwood
generated a signed petition and sub-
mitted an application this spring to the
Local Finance Board, a DCA division.

A PDF copy of the application may
be requested in advance of the hear-
ings by sending an e-mail request to
DCA staff at dlgs@dca.state.nj.us or
can be downloaded at
SPFreconnect.wordpress.com/applica-
tion/ end.

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

WESTFIELD
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

908-668-0490
You tried all of the rest

Now go for the best

All types of electrical work and repairs

for your home, store or office

Reliable quality service since 1929

All work performed by clean,

cautious & experienced electricians

Lic # 14073

A BANNER YEAR…Junior members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield recently celebrated their achievements this year. Pictured, left to right,
are: Front row, Elise Morano, Sarah La Monica, Annika Schantz, Caroline Tan
and Margaret Schantz, and middle row, Emma Phillips, Pinar Pekdimer, Merve
Pekdimer, Julia Ross and Rachel Holt. Youth leaders, pictured from left to right
in back row, are: Joan Barna, Beth Siano and Alice Cowell.

Rake and Hoe Juniors Earn
Nat. Garden Club Awards

WESTFIELD – The junior mem-
bers of the Rake and Hoe Garden
Club of Westfield celebrated a ban-
ner year at their awards meeting in
June. They participated in the State
Flower Show in Edison this year as
well as their own club’s flower show
in April, La Fleur Couture, earning
multiple top awards in both shows.

Additionally, Rake and Hoe jun-
iors were recognized for their out-
standing achievements this year in
National Garden Club competitions.

Caroline Tan, a fifth-grade stu-
dent at Jefferson Elementary School
in Westfield, was the Grand Prize
winner of the National Garden Club’s
Smokey Bear Poster Contest out of
22,000 entries from all over the coun-
try. She will receive her award this
month in Washington, D.C. from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture For-
est Service and also will receive a

$100 U. S. Savings Bond.
Matthew Gates, a junior at

Westfield High School, was the re-
cipient of the National Garden
Club’s High School Distinguished
Service Award for his outstanding
service project at the Claire
Brownell Memorial Wildflower
Garden at the Westfield Historical
Society’s Reeve House and Cul-
tural Resource Center.

Along with a citation from Na-
tional Garden Club President Shirley
Nicolai, Matthew will receive $100
for First Place.

Rake and Hoe Garden junior club
members range from first graders to
high-school students. They contrib-
ute to community projects, learning
about horticulture and creating flo-
ral designs for competition. For more
information about joining the club,
call Alice Cowell at (908) 518-1602.

Bramnick Decries
Dems Budget Cuts

TRENTON — Assembly Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield)
criticized the estimated $11.5 million in
budget cuts made by the Democratically-
controlled Legislature to the Department
of Children and Families. The reductions
were part of the Fiscal 2013 Budget that
was approved along party lines.

“It’s concerning to me that the Demo-
crats would take millions of dollars away
from children in foster care, especially
after claiming they are the party that
protects the vulnerable,” Asm. Bramnick
said. “These cuts to vital services for
children are harsh and tell a much differ-
ent story.”


