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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

It’s your business. Let me help protect it.
When your business relies on your vehicles, you put your
reputation  on  the  road.  Make  sure  you  have  the  quality
protection of Allstate Business Insurance. At Allstate, we
understand  each  business  has  its  own  unique  needs.
That’s  why  we  offer  products  with  a  broad  range  of
coverage  for  all  types  of  businesses.  Don’t  wait  -  make
sure you’re covered. Call me today.

Call me to put your business and vehicles in
Good Hands®.

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

PUT YOUR BUSINESS 
IN GOOD HANDS®.

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Company

Dominic Lagano for The Westfield Leader
UNDEFEATED!...The Deerfield Elementary School’s girls’ softball team was
recognized at the June 26 Mountainside Board of Education meeting for their
undefeated season.

Dominic Lagano for The Westfield Leader
TALENTED PHOTOGRAPHER...Allison Post, a student at Deerfield Elemen-
tary School in Mountainside, was honored by the Mountainside Board of
Education on June 26 for her photography submission in the national Parent
Teacher Association Reflections Program.

ing look as good as we can.”
“If we don’t have the two signs up

as people drive down South Avenue,
especially around the circle, then
people wouldn’t even know we’re
there,” he said.

Thomas DiGiorgio, the architect
for the proposed changes, provided
the details of the plan, which also
includes a second-floor addition, new
office space with conference rooms,
windows and doors to replace the
existing ones, and new planters and
awnings. The proposal also men-
tioned using synthetic stucco on the
second floor to match the plaster on
the ground floor.

Since the sign is not over the main
entrance, the additional signs would
provide better visibility. Board mem-
ber Robert Newell said this was a
very good application, which then
became a motion that was approved.

Dr. Thomas Burns, who is a prac-
ticing orthodontist for the past 26
years, has an office with five full-
time employees at 525 Westfield Av-
enue. With the second floor used as
an apartment, he proposed to expand
his practice in regards to the changes
in technology and Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act
(HIPAA) regulations that protect pa-
tient privacy.

Without changing the number of
staff, he wanted a consulting office to
discuss private matters and barriers
between patient chairs to create more
privacy. Dr. Burns proposed an ex-

pansion of the rear porch, which
would be enclosed with a lab. He also
wanted a layout change due to lim-
ited space in the x-ray room.

David Buckman, who developed
the architectural plan, worked on
modernizing the office to fit the new
regulations and advancements in tech-
nology. He explained that dark rooms
have become “obsolete,” and the x-
ray takes up more space due to bigger
equipment. He also proposed alter-
ations to the check-in and out area to
include more space and gaming for
children to play with while they wait.

Dr. Burns said that he hopes to
handle everyone more efficiently and
change the flow of his patients to a
more spacious area.

Although a landscape plan must be
submitted, the board approved the ap-
plication.

Mr. Toniolo spoke for the owners of
three properties on Moss Avenue: Ken-
neth and Hedina Abraham of 38 Moss
Avenue, Jonathan Gabriel of 42 Moss
Avenue, and Chung Hsong Chen and
Wen Shiou Chen of 46 Moss Avenue.
Due to a surveying error, the applicants
proposed a change that would move
the property lines of those three lots.

Mr. Toniolo, along with engineer
Edward Dec, asked for the property
line by the left and middle lots to be
moved 8.3 feet to the left and the line
by the middle and right lots to be
moved 8.3 feet to the right. The board
also approved the proposed adjust-
ments.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Planning Board

dalism and devaluation of homes
was voiced last week. The “Y” ad-
dressed most of these issues
Wednesday night.

John Schmidt, Jr., attorney for
the “Y,” established that the black-
top where the basketball court is
situated would remain as is, after
last week a majority of residents
objected to parking there, and staff
would park on the street, and the
baseball field and the open field
would remain open to the public.
He said the “Y” would use the fields
for skills training, but would coor-
dinate with the T-ball teams and
other organized groups so as not to
interrupt their use time.

Also, the “Y” proposed to build a
second playground at the front of
the building, just south of the walk-
way to the entrance. It would be a
35-foot square fenced-in play-
ground for preschoolers, situated
90 feet from Beech Avenue and 60
feet from East Street.

“We didn’t want to put it in the
back because we didn’t want to take
any more of the field space,” Mr.
Schmidt said.

Residents also were concerned
with how much traffic would in-
crease because of “Y” members us-
ing the fitness facility as well as the
childcare services. The “Y”’s traf-
fic engineer is scheduled to testify
before the board at the July 25 meet-
ing to that.

“We already have a lot of traffic,”
Locust Avenue resident Jared
Cumming said. “Do you anticipate
a problem with that in terms of
safety?”

“No,” “Y” Chief Executive Of-
ficer Mark Elsasser responded.

“The school is a school and was a
school before and had a lot of the
same kind of volume or more vol-
ume. I don’t anticipate having a
problem based on the type of pro-
gram we are offering,” Mr. Elsasser
said.

The fitness center would close at
9 p.m. weekdays and 6 p.m. on
Saturdays, and would be open from
noon to 4 p.m. on Sundays.
Childcare would start at 7 a.m. and
end at 6:30 p.m., weekdays. Mr.
Elsasser said he estimates about 200
members would use the Garwood
“Y” fitness facility, and that a maxi-
mum of about 30 people would use
the facility at one time. He also
anticipated 12 to 14 employees
would be in the building at any
given time.

Susan Morton, senior director of
Child Care Services at the “Y,” said
the school could have a maximum
of 80 children in childcare, but she
estimated that there would be about
60.

After residents were alarmed that
the “Y”’s 11,000 members could
have access to the Garwood facil-
ity, Mr. Elsasser said, “The whole
idea of conceptualizing this is, if

you put a small family workout
center here, perhaps residents of
Garwood, especially families, might
not have to fight their way through
traffic and go to another location
and come to a neighborhood place
and work out. The volume is not
going to be that great.”

Mr. Elsasser also said, given the
main “Y”’s much larger and varied
fitness areas and extensive pro-
grams, that most members would
continue to use the main “Y” and
not come to use the Garwood facil-
ity. The Garwood fitness room
would be about 400 to 600 square
feet and have about 10 to 15 pieces
of air pressurized training equip-
ment that is safe for young adults
and some cardio equipment. There
would not be weights. Should vol-
ume be a main concern of residents,
he said the “Y” would restrict the
facility for members who sign up
for the Garwood “Y” only. There
also would be fitness classes of-
fered, mostly geared to senior citi-
zens.

Mr. Schmidt also had Thomas
Spera, BOE supervisor of build-
ings and grounds, testify about the
increased vandalism at Washington
School since it closed two years
ago. Mr. Spera noted broken win-
dows, security cameras, vent cov-
ers and window screens, as well as
the laminated glass elevator being
shattered several times, and a fau-
cet overflowing – costing the BOE
$60,000. There is also increased
trash strewn around the property,
he said.

Sal Perednia, treasurer of the
Garwood Baseball League, said the
league would like to see an advi-
sory committee in place, which the
“Y” was in favor of.

James Watson, a land surveyor
hired by the “Y,” said the only addi-
tional lighting on the property
would be for two signs – a front-
sign identification and a sign in the
rear.

Gary Maher, attorney with Maher
& Maher, questioned the complete-
ness of the “Y”’s application at the
onset of the hearing, with zoning
board member Bruce Paterson
agreeing with Mr. Maher. However,
after a board discussion, the board
decided to continue hearing the ap-
plication.

LEADER IN PARIS…Janet Frigerio catches up on local news in The Westfield
Leader in front of Carcassonne in the south of France.
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day that the county was gaining 9,000
square feet with the 15,500 square
feet of building space on Parker
Road. He said the additional space
was needed due to “unprecedented
numbers” of welfare clients in the
current economy, causing lines out-
side the building, resulting in secu-
rity issues.

The new location replaces 342
Westminster Avenue in Elizabeth,
which includes the county’s immu-
nization center. The total contract is
for $3.5 million, an increase of
$281,000 over the Westminster lease,
with the county and state each pay-
ing $99,000 annually for the space.
Mr. Guzzo said the county also would
now have more space for its immu-
nization clinic, noting that the cen-
ter at Westminster was “woefully
small.” He also said the county has
the option “to pull out at any time”
of the agreement. The county addi-
tionally has space at 200 West Sec-
ond Street in Plainfield.

The board also approved resolu-
tions to spend $2.7 million for arti-
ficial turf and lights at Wheeler Park
in Linden and Rizzuto Park in Union,
both of which are county parks.

“This is to the tune of $2,750,000
that you will be spending for artificial
turf in this economic climate when we
just went through a disaster of a bud-
get,” Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son said. “I would really like to hear
somebody explain how laying off
people is not as great a priority in this
economic climate as providing turf. It
really boggles my mind.”

The freeholders also approved a
three-year contract with Brown &
Brown and Worth Insurance Agency,
both of Florham Park, as the county’s
insurance broker. Anthony Tavaras of
Brown & Brown said the commis-
sion paid to his firm is “built into the
rates” based on membership, enroll-
ment and the type of health insurance
plan. He said the firm’s fee is 1.3
percent of the insurance rate, which
means there will be no increase to the
county for insurance broker services
in the new contract.

The Freeholders renewed the

county’s health insurance contract
with Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield
of New Jersey for $47.8 million, a 4
percent increase amounting to $1.3
million over last year. The prescrip-
tion plan, included as part of the
Horizon contract, is $10.2 million, a
decrease of 4.02 percent or $1.8 mil-
lion. The overall contract is down
$500,185 over last year.

Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog As-
sociation, asked why the county did
not change to the state’s health ben-
efits plan to save money, as recom-
mended in a report by state comptrol-
ler Matthew Boxer.

Matthew DiRado, director of per-
sonnel and acting director of admin-
istrative services, said the county did
get a quote from the state’s benefits
plan, which he said was $2.2 million
over the county’s current vendor.

On another matter, Rick Sarkisian
of Harrington Park asked the board to
pass a resolution supporting Con-
gressional legislation, HR 1489, to
bring back Glass Steagall, passed in
1933, “which is a split between com-
mercial and investment banking.” The
act was repealed through passage of
the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act and
signed by President Bill Clinton in
1999.

“The events of the past three years
proves that the supervision of na-
tional banks for protection of deposi-
tors has been ineffective. I propose
much more rigid supervision,” Mr.
Sarkisian said.

Quoting President Franklin
Roosevelt, he said, “Investment bank-
ing is a legitimate business. Com-
mercial banking is another wholly
seperate and distinct legitimate busi-
ness. There consolidation and min-
gling is contrary to public policy.”

He said he found “disturbing” the
“apparent pledge of support by the
Federal Reserve and therefore the
American people to backup a mas-
sive bailout of the Euro system.”

The board also announced that
County Manager Al Faella has been
elected vice-president of the National
Community Development Association.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
RIDE ’EM COWGIRL...This youngster enjoys riding the mechanical bull at the
Fanwood Party in the Park on June 26  at LaGrande Park.

Reading is good for you!

www.goleader.com

Fanwood Planning Board
Hears Four Applications
By LAURIE SCHWARTZ

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – The Fanwood
Planning Board heard four applica-
tions during its June 27 meeting.

The homeowners at 34 Forest
Road, situated at the intersection of
Forest Road and North Avenue, cur-
rently have a four-foot-tall wooden
picket fence around their backyard
that they want to replace with a six-
foot, solid PVC one, citing security
and safety reasons, most notably
the pool in the backyard.

The Fanwood Police Department
objected to the application on the
grounds that the new fence might
obstruct the line of sight of motor-
ists turning onto North Avenue from
Forest Road. Planning Board Chair-
man Jack Molenaar said he went to
the location and he did not believe
a higher fence would obstruct
anyone’s view, especially since the
fence, which is only in the back-
yard and not the front yard, did not
come close to the intersection.

All but one member of the board
voted in favor of the application on
the condition that the new fence is
built on the homeowners’ property
(the existing fence is not), resulting
in the new fence being further away
from the sidewalk that runs parallel
to North Avenue. The sole dissenter
argued that the fence should be lo-
cated even further away from the
sidewalk and that shrubbery should
be planted in front of the fence to
“soften” the visual impact of a
higher fence, a condition imposed
on prior applicants. Mr. Molenaar
suggested that the board not “legis-
late” by imposing conditions above
and beyond those required by the
Land Use Code.

The homeowners at 133 North
Martine Avenue currently have a
detached one-story garage and
sought approval for a larger, two-

story lofted garage. Homeowner
Katrina Coxe told the board that
she was looking to use the second
story for storage only. One board
member shared the sentiment that,
after suffering damage from Hurri-
cane Irene, he could understand Ms.
Coxe’s storage concerns. Other
members thought the updated ga-
rage would be aesthetically pleas-
ing and in line with other detached
garages in the neighborhood. Board
member Daniel Zucker objected to
the application on the basis that the
borough limits garages to a single
level for good reason, but all others
in attendance were in favor of the
renovation. One concern discussed
among officials is that two-story
garages might be illegally used as
residences.

The board also heard two other
applications. The owners of a home
at 72 MacDermott Place requested
permission to put a second level
onto their Cape Cod-style home
within the existing footprint of the
house (building only up and not
out). The homeowners at 47 Fifth
Street sought a variance in order to
build a patio and wanted to reinstall
a drainage system at the end of the
driveway that they had previously
removed. All attending members
voted favorably on both applica-
tions.

The next planning board meeting
is scheduled to be held on Wednes-
day, July 25.

Please drive safe!


