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l'ennemi du journaliste

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior guard Keegan Hess sank
a pair of free throws with 4.1
seconds remaining in regulation
to force an overtime period, which
led the Westfield High School
boys basketball team to a 64-62
victory over the Cranford Cou-
gars in Cranford on January 13.

The game was then decided by
a key rebound and a difficult 2-
point jumper, followed by 26.6
seconds of stubborn defense on
the 3-7 Blue Devils’ part. After
Cougar Sean Babos opened the
overtime period with a 2-pointer,
Blue Devil Dylan Elliot was fouled
and went to the line for two
shots. He made his first one, but
when he missed the second shot,
teammate Aswad Turner grabbed
the rebound and dished the ball
to Ozan Yucetepe, who banged
the 2-pointer. Moments later
Nate Mitchell sank one of two
free throws to give Westfield the
64-62 lead with 26.6 seconds
remaining.

“Keegan made some big foul
shots at the end to take it to
overtime. We had a slow start in
overtime, but Ozan made a big
shot for us. We defended when
we needed to at the end. We got
the stops when we needed. I told
the kids at the end, we needed
one stop. There was 20 seconds
left and, ‘it comes down to you
winning the battle right now over
them.’ We got the miss. We got

the rebound, and we were able to
inbound it and run the clock out,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Daryl
Palmieri said.

“The kid made a tough shot.
Are you going to tell me the kid’s
going to make that shot every

time? But he made it. That’s all
you can say. We needed two big
rebounds, and we didn’t get ei-
ther one of them, and that’s re-
ally what hurt us,” Cougar Head
Coach Ryan Huber said.

“When I looked at their games

from last year, I saw they were
both close, hard-fought games. I
knew that this wasn’t going to be
easy. I thought that we matched

up well with them. We were in
desperate need for a win. We
have been playing hard game-in,
game-out. The results just
weren’t there. I wanted this win
badly for the kids, and they
earned it,” Coach Palmieri said.

Cougar junior center Reggie
Green, who had two steals, led
everyone in scoring with 26 points
and 15 rebounds. Stefan
Fedorchak bucketed 17 points,
including three 3-pointers, and

added three blocks and two re-
bounds. Kurt Rutmayer sank
seven points, pulled seven re-
bounds and had five assists.
Babos finished with six points,
four assists, three rebounds and
two steals. Chris Wills had six
points and five rebounds.

Hess led the Blue Devils with 15
points, while adding two assists
and four rebounds. Mitchell fin-
ished with 14 points, including
three 3-pointers, three rebounds,
a steal and an assist. Yucetepe
finished with 11 points, including
two 3-pointers, two rebounds and
a block. Turner (2 steals, block)
finished with seven rebounds and
four points. Shakespeare Nelson
had five points and two rebounds.
Henry Smith had three assists,
David Kane sank a 3-pointer, Mike
Androconis had two rebounds and
Tom Malley had four rebounds.

Elliott, a sophomore, finished
with seven rebounds and a steal,
and scored eight of his 12 points
in the third quarter, which the
Blue Devils won, 20-10, to gain a
50-41 lead entering the final
quarter.

“Dylan started the year playing
with not a lot of confidence. He
wasn’t sure of himself on of-

GREEN NETS 25 POINTS, 15 RBS; FEDORCHAK SINKS 17 POINTS, RUTMAYER 7 PTS, 7 RBS

Blue Devil Basketballers Nip Cougars in Overtime, 64-62
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Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

INVOLVED IN A VERY CLOSE GAME…Cougars Reggie Green, No. 15, and Kurt Rutmayer, No. 4, keep a close watch
on the Blue Devils’ offense. Blue Devil Dylan Elliott, right, passes the ball to a teammate. Westfield won 64-62 in overtime.

Also see story in
The Westfield Leader newspaper


