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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DAY ON…The Jewish Community Center (JCC) in Scotch Plains hosted the Martin Luther King Day of Service on
Monday. The day’s events began at 10 a.m. and continued until 5 p.m. with activities throughout the building. Volunteers
are seen putting together birthday cards for children who have, or have had, cancer and will  attend Camp Happy Times
in Pennsylvania this summer.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times
HIGH IN THE SKY…Major progress is evident at Fanwood Crossing, a multi-
use development at the corner of South and Martine Avenues. The project began
in August of 2011 and is expected to be complete by late spring.

Photo courtesy of Ben Rosen
HELPING HANDS…Ben Rosen, a fourth grader, and his friends went to the
Fanwood Nature Center and mulched a trail for Martin Luther King Day of
Service.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times
ALMOST COMPLETE...The renovation of the building on Park Avenue that
formerly housed Mezzogiorno Restaurant is almost complete. The location will
be the future home of an Irish pub on the first floor and eight apartments on the
floors above.

SP Council Okays Resolution
Calling for Consolidation Study

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council on Tuesday passed a
resolution expressing support for con-
solidating services with Fanwood and
initiating a study commission to look
into the pros and cons of an outright
merger between the two towns.

“What’s the harm in looking at
it?” asked Mayor Nancy Malool at
the council’s regular meeting this
week. She said it was important to
find out “what the public wants,
whether they want consolidation,”
and expressed her hope that the ques-
tion of establishing a study commis-
sion will be on the ballot in Novem-
ber.

Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola said

the “time has come to make progress”
on either merging various depart-
ments or undertaking a complete con-
solidation. The two towns have been
working in recent months on merg-
ing their police departments but have
run into several roadblocks, includ-
ing how dispatch services will be
handled, the fact that Scotch Plains
police are governed by state civil
service rules while Fanwood police
are not, and how a merged depart-
ment will be governed.

Both the mayor and deputy mayor
stressed that efforts to merge the po-
lice departments – and even the pub-
lic works departments, as also is on
the agenda – can go forward while an
outright consolidation is examined.

“For three years, we’ve made zero

progress,” said Councilman William
Vastine, referring to the 2009 joint
study that was conducted to look into
and recommend shared services and
department mergers. He blamed
“politics” for the delays and said “we
will never know the benefits of con-
solidation until we look at it.” Coun-
cilman Kevin Glover, while voting in
favor of the resolution, said a re-
newed effort should also be made to
merge the police and public works
departments.

Councilman Michael Marcus, who
was the lone dissenter in the 4-1 vote
to approve the resolution, said he
favored following through on the rec-
ommendations contained in the 2009
study.

“I don’t see any strong public out-
cry to merge,” he said, stating his
belief that residents and taxpayers
instead favor sharing of services and
department mergers. His vote against
the resolution on Tuesday was de-
scribed by former Mayor Martin
Marks as “extraordinarily arrogant,”
with the former mayor criticizing Mr.
Marcus for “standing in the way of
voters” being able to express their
views on consolidation.

In other business, the council unani-
mously approved a resolution ex-
pressing support for legislation call-
ing for more fair distribution of state
education aid money to boards of
education. The resolution, as read
aloud by Councilman Vastine, said
state aid was not being doled out in a
“fair and equitable manner.”

The legislation, sponsored by State
Sen. Michael Doherty (R-23,
Hunterdon), calls on the state to dis-
tribute education aid to school dis-
tricts in a more equitable way – and
local proponents say such a change
could result in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district receiving an
additional $40 million in state aid
annually. Sen. Doherty will speak to
the council in greater detail about his
legislation at its Tuesday, February
21 meeting.

Township Manager Chris Marion
said the deer hunt in the Ashbrook
Reservation will get underway today,
January 19, and last through Satur-
day, February 11. He also said the
Christmas tree curbside pickup is
underway and will last through the
end of the month. Residents who
wish to dispose of their trees them-
selves can do so by bringing them to
the Public Works Department site on
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FW Mayor Urges Bd. to Continue
To Support Revitalization Efforts

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Borough Mayor
Colleen Mahr urged the Planning
Board at its reorganization meeting
Tuesday night to think in terms of
mixed-use zoning and planning and
to continue to support a retail, busi-
ness and residential zone in the revi-
talization of Fanwood’s downtown.

“The whole idea of redevelop-
ment is to make the area safe for
pedestrians and have people living
downtown,” she said.

“The focus for the planning board,
this year, should be to transition the
area from a light industrial zone to
the mixture of retail, business and
residential. Any other ideas are out-
dated,” the mayor said. “It is a natu-
ral extention of the process we’ve
started across from the train station
at South Avenue and Terrell Road.

“Look at Terrell and South, head-
ing east from Young Paints toward
Sheelan Crossing. We should con-
tinue to make streetscape improve-

ments,” she said. “The current zoning
there is light industrial, and that is
outdated,” she added. “Right now,
across from the train station, we have
9,000 square feet of rental apartments
on three floors above retail space, all
done with private investment dollars.”
The developer of that project,
Fanwood Crossing, is Elite Proper-
ties of Warren.

The board then adopted a resolu-
tion for subdivision of block 64, lots
4,5, and 6, on South Avenue, by Elite.

In other business, Jack Molinaar
was elected planning board chair-

man, and Dale Flowers as vice-chair-
man. “Just a heartbeat away,” joked
Mr. Flowers. The board also wel-
comed new member Theresa
Seefeldt.

The board retained Palumbo &
Renaud of Cranford as board attor-
ney. Catherine DeAppolonio, of that
firm, attended Tuesday’s meeting.
The board also voted to retain T &
M Associates as its engineer.
Antonios Panagopoulas represented
the firm at the meeting.

Zoning officer Raymond Sullivan
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

GW Awaiting Word From
HUD on Senior Housing

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The United States
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) has approved
funding for the Westfield Senior
Housing Corporation (WSHC) to
build a 72-unit apartment complex
for people age 62 and over on the
former St. Anne’s School property in
Garwood, according to a November
16, 2011 dated press release from
HUD.

The project, which was announced
in 2010, has already received ap-
proval from the Garwood Planning
Board and, according to HUD, the
borough has approved the project for
tax exemptions.

HUD’s website, hud.com, states
that it is providing WSHC with a
Section 202 capital advance that “pro-
vides very low-income elderly per-
sons 62 years of age or older with the
opportunity to live independently in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SPF, Westfield BOEs Comply
With Background Checks

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL AND
CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION – In response to the
newly mandated criminal back-
ground checks for all New Jersey
Board of Education members, mem-
bers of the Westfield and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood boards of education
are in full compliance, according to
calls placed by The Westfield Leader
to district offices.

According to the Board of Educa-
tion Office for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district, all nine
members of the BOE have under-
gone the necessary steps to complete
a background check. No problems
have been reported.

Lorre Korecky, director of com-
munity relations for the Westfield
district, said eight members of the
Westfield Board of Education also
have complied with the state’s re-
quirements. Ms. Korecky addition-
ally noted that newly sworn-in Board
of Education member Gretchen Ohlig
has 30 days from her appointment on

January 10 to complete the back-
ground check process.

Last week, a lengthy list of New
Jersey Board of Education members
who have not yet complied with the
state’s mandated background check
or who failed the check was released
by the state’s Department of Educa-
tion. That list included Garwood
Board of Education representative
Brendan McDermott.

The issue was discussed at Tuesday
night’s Garwood BOE meeting.

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley said Mr. McDermott’s name
was on the list released to the press
“due to a true computer glitch.”

“I have been fingerprinted three
times since 2005,” Mr. McDermott
responded.

“That is being rectified even as we
speak,” Superintendent Quigley an-
swered. “That will be officially recti-
fied.”

Resident Bruce Paterson also asked
how the BOE member’s name was
released as not having completed a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Watchdog Assoc. Suing
UC Alliance Over Records

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — The Union County
Alliance (UCA) has been operating
in the county since its inception in
1993. It was founded by a group of
Union County persons, who were
active in business, community and
public affairs, to promote business
initiatives and positive goals for the
county and its citizens. Its honor-
ary founding co-chairs are State
Sen. Raymond Lesniak (D-20,
Elizabeth) and former Republican
Governor Donald DiFrancesco of
Scotch Plains.

It receives funding from the Board
of Freeholders, which contracts with
the Alliance to produce a newslet-
ter, twice yearly, and to facilitate
health and businesses initiatives
within the county. The alliance is a
tax exempt, non-profit 501 (c)(4)
corporation which, according to
state law, does not have to disclose
their financial records.

According to a copy of the Alli-
ance 2010 income tax, obtained by
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
from Andrew Sellers, an attorney
with the Cambridge, Mass.-based-
Citizen Media Project, the organi-
zation listed total revenues of
$479,530, which were included

under “contributions and grants.”
Salaries were listed at $206,895 out
of total expenses of $481,181. The
UCA listed its mission or most sig-
nificant activity as “to initiate and
develop a comprehensive long-range
plan for the development of Union
County.”

The Alliance was been challenged
in New Jersey State Superior Court,
in Elizabeth on January 5 by Tina
Renna of Cranford, president of
Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion (UCWA). Ms. Renna is repre-
sented by Walter Luers, an attorney
from Clinton who frequently chal-
lenges municipalities regarding the
Open Public Meetings Act (OPMA)
and the Open Public Records Act
(OPRA). The attorney for the UCA
is Kraig Dowd of Woodlawn Park.
Oral arguments by both attorneys
were heard by state Superior Court
Judge Regina Caulfield. A decision
on the matter is expected tomor-
row, January 20.

According to Mr. Luers, the basis
of the suit challenging the Alliance
is “whether a private, non-profit
corporation, founded by public
monies, and supported by public
monies, should be allowed to hide
their financial records from public
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