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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
FREEDOM MARCH… The Reverend Robert Taylor, Sr. of St. Luke’s A.M.E. Zion Church in Westfield, left, and the
Reverend Austin Miles of the Bethel Baptist Church in Westfield lead the memorial and the march on Martin Luther King
Day on Monday, which originated at the MLK monument located on the circle on South Avenue in Westfield.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SHAPING UP…Ferraro’s Restaurant is taking shape as the placement of steel
beams is almost complete. The new three-story structure will feature family-style
dining on the first floor and fine dining on the second floor, while the third floor
will be used for private parties and catering.

Photo courtesy of Ben Rosen
HELPING HANDS…Ben Rosen, a fourth grader, and his friends went to the
Fanwood Nature Center and mulched a trail for the Martin Luther King Day of
Service.

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
LIGHT FIXTURES…Greg Kasko and Central Avenue resident Maria Carluccio
wait for the public comment portion of the town council meeting to discuss the
pedestrian crossing signal on Central Avenue at Clover Street. The pair contest
that the area where the signal is located remains a “hot spot” for accidents.

Family Files Lawsuit Against
Town, WPD After ’09 Arrests

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – After they were
acquitted of all charges levied against
them following a late 2009 alterca-
tion primarily between their son and
police, parents Kimberly Sorrentino
and Lawrence Rolnick have filed a
lawsuit in U.S. District Court against
the Town of Westfield and its police
department, alleging that their civil
rights were violated.

On December 23, 2009, police re-
sponded to the 500 block of Boule-
vard on a report of possible intoxi-
cated juveniles exiting a bus. A group
of 40 to 50 young adults had returned
to Westfield on a chartered bus from
a holiday party in New York City.
When police arrived and demanded
the crowd disperse, one individual,
Austin Rolnick, then 20, shouted at
police from inside his fenced-in yard.
According to police, he shouted ob-
scenities and indicated that the near-
est home, at the corner of Boulevard
and Park Street, was his.

At this point, Ms. Sorrentino came
up to the property’s gate, encourag-
ing her son to go inside. She also said

that this was their home. Austin
headed inside, with his mother fol-
lowing. After Austin continued to
allegedly engage verbally with po-
lice, they told him that he was under
arrest. Ms. Sorrentino, a licensed at-
torney, disputed the arrest and told
police that they lacked a necessary
search warrant to enter the property
and pursue her son. Because of com-
ments made to officers and his failure
to comply with police requests,
Westfield Police Captain Marcin
Kapka told the young man that he
was indeed being placed under arrest

for disorderly conduct.
Officers then, according to previ-

ous testimony, physically pushed the
door open. In the ensuing fracas,
Austin continued to evade police. He
had to eventually be extricated from
the property, while his mother had to
be “restrained from interfering.”

With Officer Preston Mandel-Free-
man having fallen on top of her, Ms.
Sorrentino was seriously injured, tear-
ing the meniscus in her knee. She
would later be charged with hinder-
ing an arrest.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

GW Awaiting Word From
HUD on Senior Housing

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The United States
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) has approved
funding for the Westfield Senior Hous-
ing Corporation (WSHC) to build a
72-unit apartment complex for people
age 62 and over on the former St.
Anne’s School property in Garwood,
according to a November 16, 2011
dated press release from HUD.

The project, which was announced
in 2010, has already received ap-
proval from the Garwood Planning

Board and, according to HUD, the
borough has approved the project for
tax exemptions.

HUD’s website, hud.com, states
that it is providing WSHC with a
Section 202 capital advance that “pro-
vides very low-income elderly per-
sons 62 years of age or older with the
opportunity to live independently in
an environment that provides sup-
port services to meet their unique
needs.” The release states that the
project is slated to receive
$11,719,100 for capital costs and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF Area ‘Y’ Set to Open Facility
In Garwood’s Washington School

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Board of Education announced
Tuesday after executive session that
it has approved a five-year lease
agreement with the Westfield Area
“Y” to lease Washington School.

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley said the “Y” would offer
daycare, preschool, a fitness cen-
ter, yoga, before- and after-school
care, senior programs and youth
programming.

“Y” Senior Director of Childcare
Services Susan Morton said, “We
are thinking of offering a full-day

program for two-and-a-half years
and above.” She also said summer
camps, and a middle school after-
school program for grades 6 to 8,
may be offered at the Washington
School. Ms. Morton was among four
representatives of the Westfield
Area “Y” in attendance at the meet-
ing. The lease will be effective
March 1, 2012 through February
28, 2017.

Paula Ehoff, chief operating of-
ficer of the Westfield Area “Y,” said,
“There isn’t anything we wouldn’t
be open to. There are a lot of excit-
ing opportunities here.”

Resident Dana Parkhill asked

about the parking situation at the
school. “As a resident over there, I
am concerned.”

“I don’t anticipate it will be a
major problem,” Ms. Ehoff re-
sponded.

Superintendent Quigley said the
“Y” is planning to appear before
the borough council to discuss
changing the 15-minute-maximum
parking signs around the school.

Currently, the “Y” runs childcare
for 2½ to 5 year olds and pre-kin-
dergarten at St. Paul’s United
Church of Christ on Center Street
in Garwood. As far as the future of
the “Y” at St. Paul’s, “That is all
still being considered,” Ms. Ehoff
said.

“We will be doing all the same
services we are doing now, plus
additional,” she said.

Resident Jenn Blumenstat asked
how the “Y” offering preschool
would affect the school district’s
preschool program. “It won’t affect
children who are currently enrolled
in the program,” Ms. Quigley said.
She said it would “perhaps” affect
new enrollment.

Cranford Public Schools is ex-
pected to remain in Washington
School through the end of the
month, Ms. Quigley said. Cranford
has been using Washington School
since Cranford’s Brookside Place
School was flooded from Hurri-
cane Irene.

Preschool rates for the 2012-2013
school year were raised by the board
to $2,575 for the half-day pre-kin-
dergarten and $5,150 for the full-
day pre-kindergarten. Ms. Quigley
said, when asked by resident Bruce
Paterson, the total revenue from
pre-kindergarten for this year is ap-
proximately $50,000.

Board member Russell Graham
said solar panels have been installed
on the roof at Lincoln School and
internal wiring is to be completed
by the end of the month. The dis-
trict signed a 15-year contract with
Tioga Energy, which was chosen to
operate Union County’s Renewable
Energy Program. Tioga absorbs all
of the cost and is responsible for
maintaining the equipment, and the
board has estimated it will see a
$6,000 savings per year in energy
cost, Mr. Graham told The Westfield
Leader. After the 15 years is up, the
district would own the solar panels.

Board member Barbara Greet said
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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SPF, Westfield BOEs Comply
With Background Checks

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL AND
CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – In response to the newly
mandated criminal background
checks for all New Jersey Board of
Education members, members of the
Westfield and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
boards of education are in full com-
pliance, according to calls placed by
The Westfield Leader to district of-
fices.

According to the Board of Educa-
tion Office for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district, all nine
members of the BOE have under-
gone the necessary steps to complete
a background check. No problems
have been reported.

Lorre Korecky, director of com-
munity relations for the Westfield
district, said eight members of the
Westfield Board of Education also
have complied with the state’s re-
quirements. Ms. Korecky addition-
ally noted that newly sworn-in Board
of Education member Gretchen Ohlig
has 30 days from her appointment on

January 10 to complete the back-
ground check process.

Last week, a lengthy list of New
Jersey Board of Education members
who have not yet complied with the
state’s mandated background check
or who failed the check was released
by the state’s Department of Educa-
tion. That list included Garwood
Board of Education representative
Brendan McDermott.

The issue was discussed at Tues-
day night’s Garwood BOE meeting.

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley said Mr. McDermott’s name
was on the list released to the press
“due to a true computer glitch.”

“I have been fingerprinted three
times since 2005,” Mr. McDermott
responded.

“That is being rectified even as we
speak,” Superintendent Quigley an-
swered. “That will be officially recti-
fied.”

Resident Bruce Paterson also asked
how the BOE member’s name was
released as not having completed a
background check.

“There were two ways (to be on the
list.) If you previously had finger-
prints on file, there was a format and
(you) go to the computer and do
archive. So it was just really a com-

Erratum
Mark Friedman was incorrectly

identified in a Westfield Board of
Education photo in last week’s paper.
We apologize for the error.

WF Council OKs Employee
Flex. Spending Program

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council approved resolutions
on Tuesday night creating a flexible
spending account plan for employ-
ees. A depository for the spending
account was named.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said the state requires that the town
offer this program to its employees.
Under the program, employees can
choose to set money aside from their
paychecks for certain dental or medi-
cal related expenses pre-tax, which
they can then use during the year for
certain medical and/or dental proce-
dures.

The council appointed Gordon
Meth’s firm, The RBA Group, as the
town’s “on call traffic safety and en-
gineering services consultant.” A con-
tract with the RBA Group at a cost
“not to exceed $11,000” was ap-
proved by resolution by the council.
Mr. Meth was not in attendance.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, residents contin-

ued to complain regarding the Cen-
tral Avenue crossing signal. This has
been an ongoing saga for several
months between the council, the resi-
dents and Mr. Meth for over a year.

Resident Greg Kasko said that there
were a number of errors in the docu-
ment produced by Mayor Andy
Skibitsky in December regarding ac-
cident counts at the Central Avenue
intersections of Clover Street and
Cambridge Road. He told the council
that he reviewed all of the accident
reports and found that several of them
did not occur at the intersections and
that two actually occurred at differ-
ent intersections. Mr. Kasko said that
“various sources are faulty and sus-
pect” and complained that Mayor
Skibitsky has “refused to produce his
expert Mr. Meth.”

Mr. Kasko also noted that while
Mr. Meth was hired to work on a
number of “hot spot” traffic areas in
town, and several other areas had
been changed, “nothing was done” at
Clover and Central, which he said
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