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McCOY 12 RBS, 11 PTS, 5 ASSTS; McGOVERN 8 PTS, 7 RBS; MILLER 10 PTs; GOELLER 9 PTS

Cougar Lady Cagers Muzzle Metuchen Bulldogs, 43-29
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two teams with 6-1 records
faced off at center court, but the
home team clearly dominated as
the Cranford High School bas-
ketball Lady Cougars pounced
on the Metuchen Bulldogs, seiz-
ing a 32-5, halftime lead to cruise
to a 43-29 victory in Cranford on
January 9.

The 7-1 Cougars controlled the
boards and sank the needed
shots, with the help of a multi-
tude of assists in the first half,
which enabled them to play all
their bench players in the second
half.

“It gives them an opportunity
to get some playing time that
they would not necessarily get in
other game situations, but they
came out and they did a very
good job. They continued where
the starters left off,” Cougar Head
Coach Jackie Dyer said.

Nearly all of the Cougars’ points
came as a result of fine assists.
Junior guard Jessica McCoy
scored all 11 of her points in the
first half and also led the team
with 12 rebounds and five as-
sists. She also had a pair of
blocks and a steal. Junior for-
ward Kaitlin McGovern grabbed
six of her seven rebounds in the
first quarter and finished the
game with eight points, an as-
sist and three blocked shots.

“We had a lot of assists. Jess
had about 12 rebounds. Kaitlin
played very, very well today. We
were going for the ball. We were
looking to help each other out,”
Coach Dyer said.

Senior forward Morgan Miller
bucketed eight points, including
a pair of 3-pointers, pulled four

rebounds, snatched two steals
and dished out three assists. Jun-
ior point guard Jenna Goeller
totaled nine points with three
from 3-point range. She also

added four assists, two rebounds
and a steal. Sophomore guard
Mairead McKeary added two
points and a rebound.

The Lady Bulldogs could not

buy a bucket in the first quarter
and managed to get only a lay-
up from Cassie Smith, who went
on to lead her team with 10
points. In the meantime all 17 of

the Cougars’ points came with
assists. McGovern and McCoy
each sank six points, Miller
banged her first 3-pointer and
McKeary sank a two-pointer.

Goeller began the second quar-
ter with a pair of 3-pointers, and
McCoy added five points, while
McGovern and Kerry Wischusen
(3 assists, 2 rebounds, steal),

who came off the bench, each
added two points. The Bulldogs
were, once again, ice cold and
managed to sink just three free
throws.

“They are a good team. They
missed a lot of their shots. Their
shots were going in and out. That
benefited us. We came out and
we shot very well. Defensively,
we played much better. We had
a little bit of a hard time on Friday
[January 6 – a 46-43 loss to
Dayton]. We came out a little
slow against Dayton, but we
bounced back from that,” Coach
Dyer said.

Miller and Goeller each sank a
3-pointer then Miller added a
lay-up in the third quarter, which
Cranford won, 8-7, making the
score 40-12 to set up a more
relaxed fourth quarter.

Cougar sophomore Hannah
DeMars, who scored two points
in the final quarter, became a
chief thief with four steals, while
adding two assists and a re-
bound. Megan Pringle had two
rebounds and a blocked shot,
and Erin Meixner sank a free
throw.

“Hannah is aggressive. Some-
times I wish she would be a little
less unselfish and take the ball a
little bit more to the basket. She
will get there,” Coach Dyer said.
Metuchen   2   3   7 17 29
Cranford 17 15   8   3 43
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GOING IN FOR THE LAY-UP…Cougar Jess McCoy, No. 20, goes in for a lay-up against the Metuchen Lady Bulldogs.
McCoy finished with 11 points, 12 rebounds and five assists in the 43-29 victory.


