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Raider Matmen Rout N. Prov. Pioneers, 49-18
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devil Wrestlers Top Cougars, 45-18
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

done. I wanted to put an end to that
mental lapse,” Kalimtzis said.

At 132-lbs, Cougar Ian Henry and
Nick Valez had another wild bout
filled with reversals and takedowns.
In the end, Henry’s three takedowns
and three reversals were good enough
for a 13-7 decision that made the
team score, 33-12.

All eyes were focused on the 138-
lb bout when Cougar Corey Birch
and Matt Barber faced off at center
mat. After a scoreless first period,
Barber took the bottom position. Af-
ter receiving a penalty point for lock-
ing hands, Barber came out the back
door for a reversal, but Birch an-
swered with a reversal. In the third
period, Barber was awarded another
penalty point, and Birch added an
escape. Time ran out and Barber
picked up a 4-3 decision.

“He is all heart and guts. He’s into

it now. He doesn’t like to lose. We are
going to be able to do so much with
him,” Coach Kurz said.

Blue Devil Nick Rotondo bounced
up to 145-lbs and did some bouncing
of his own at Nick Frediani’s ex-
pense. Rotondo tallied a single-leg,
front-trip takedown in the first period
then took only 10 seconds in the
second period to pin Ferdiani with a
reverse cradle.

The first of two straight crucial
showdowns arrived in the 152-lb bout
between undefeated Ellis Opoku and
Cougar Corey Markovitch. Opoku
attempted a high crotch takedown,
but Markovitch used his height to
walk over Opoku and take him to his
back for a four-point move.

“I wasn’t really expecting that. I
was glad that happened. Against strong
people my height really doesn’t go
well with strength, so it was like his
weakness. I just wrestled him the way
I wanted to wrestle,” Markovitch said.

Opoku recorded a reversal in the
second period. Markovitch escaped
early in the third period, and Opoku
added a takedown to make the score,
5-4. Opoku let Markovitch escape in
an effort to tie the score with another
takedown, but Markovitch held on to
record the 6-4 decision.

“He is very conditioned and strong.
He kept fighting. I did the same. I
fought a little bit harder,” Markovitch
said.

The second major showdown was
at 160-lbs between Blue Devil Colin
Barber and Jim Dwyer, who had de-
feated him by a point last year. In the
first period, Barber converted a barrel
roll takedown into a two-point tilt to
take a 4-0 lead. Barber added a rever-

sal to earn a 6-0 decision.
“Last year, he beat me by a point. I

wanted revenge. I took him down
with a high-crotch dump and turned
him to his back in the beginning. He
was pretty strong, but I knew I could
take it to him,” Barber said.

“He did a great job on his feet, and
he did a great job on top. He [Dwyer]
was fighting off his belly. He really
opened it up today,” Coach Kurz said.

In the final bout of the evening,
Cougar JP Christiano, an NJSIAA
qualifier last year, recorded an escape
and followed with a slip-behind and
lift takedown in the second period
and added a takedown in the third
period to grab a 5-0 decision over
Brian Bulger at 170-lbs.

“We were expecting a battle. My
kids prepared for a battle. They were
prepared to go. They wanted this.
Cranford has taken it to us the last
couple of years. Kalimtzis lost to
Helmstetter the last two years. Dwyer
beat Colin Barber last year. These
guys had pride, and that took over
tonight,” Coach Kurz said.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
182: — Cline (W) p Diaz, 1:46
195: — Kessler (C) d Oral, 9-8
220: — Knepper (W) d Weiss, 2-1
Hwt: — Kania (W) p ElKhoury, 4:32
106: — Fuller (W) p Quigley, 1:24
113: — N. Kalimtzis (W) won forfeit
120: — Murray (C) p Aldana, 3:30
126: — Kalimtzis (W) p Helmstetter,
2:29
132: — Henry (C) d Valez, 13-7
138: — Barber (W) d Birch, 4-3
145: — Rotondo (W) p Frediani, 2:10
152: — Markovitch (C) d Opoku, 6-4
160: — Barber (W) d Dwyer, 6-0
170: — Christiano (C) d Bulger, 5-0
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Located in the bucolic Brightwood enclave of Westfield, this lovely stone-front center hall Colonial is very
special. Sitting on over one half acre, the home is private yet part of a family neighborhood and within easy
walk of Franklin elementary school, the Brightwood Reserve and Gregory’s Pond. The floor plan is so gracious
with its ample entry foyer, flanked by a formal living room and a private office. The home is easy to live in too.
The stunning kitchen boasts a large center island, plentiful cabinetry, panty and desk area and opens to the
sunny breakfast area, the spacious family room and the practical mud room with access to the garage. Hardwood
floors, plentiful light, period moldings, built-in cabinetry, brick patio and four fireplaces provide an elegant
charm. There are five bedrooms and two baths and there are two stairways leading to the second level. This is
a wonderful home. Visit at: http://www.seetheproperty.com/84755. Offered for $999,000.

OPEN HOUSE: January 15th • 1-4PM
31 Fairhill Road, Westfield

Stone Front Colonial in Brightwood

Blue Devil Boys Place Second
Cougar Girls 3rd at UC Relays

The Westfield High School boys
indoor track team placed third with a
total of 37 behind Union Catholic at
62 and Rahway at 42 in the Union
County Relays held at the Jersey City
Armory on January 6. Cranford tied
Elizabeth for sixth with 10 points,
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood placed
10 with 6 points.

The Cranford Lady Cougars, who
placed in all eight events, finished
second in their meet with a total of 42
behind Union at 56. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood finished fourth with a total
of 24. The Lady Blue Devils placed
ninth with 9 points.

Blue Devils Dan Luzzi, Tom
Edwards, Sam Eliades and John Kirna
crossed first in the 4x800 meters with
a time of 8:30.57, followed by Cou-
gars Mike Zanfardino, George El-
Khoury, Chris Witwick and Carl
Lieberman at 8:42.6. Blue Devils
Mike DePaolo and Declan
Fitzmaurice won the team high jump
with a height of 11-10.

The Westfield boys also finished
second in the distance medley relay

(DMR) with a time of 10:58.33. The
Blue Devils crossed fourth in the sprint
medley relay (SMR) at 3:42.03, fifth
in the 4x200 at 1:37.45 and sixth in the
4x400 at 3:39.85. The Raider boys
placed third in the shot put with a
distance of 122-5.75, and Cougars TJ
Nichols, JD Foye and Greg Miller
took fifth with a distance of 115-10.25.

“I am very pleased with our teams
and how hard they are working. Our
boys team was very competitive also
given that we took a hit to the annual
Model UN trip that some of our boys
attended,” Cougar Head Coach Peter
Kane said.

Lady Cougars Bryanna Grant and
Regine Hunter took top honors in the
high jump with a height of 9-8. Megan
Schetelich, Erin Wheatley, Keara
Reilly and Megan Byrnes finished
third in the 4x800 with a time of
11:03.05. Blue Devils Kaitlyn
Johnson, Amanda Marcotullio,
Gabrielle Stravach and Lily Burtness
crossed second at 10:24.86.

Cougars Rebecca Shimonov, De-
von Cacchione, Megan Schetelich and

Grant  finished second in the shuttle
hurdles at 33.47 and qualified for the
New Balance National Meet. The
Raiders finished fifth at 33.5. Cou-
gars Kristen VanBenschoten, Aaryn
Wichlens and Alex Krowicki took
third in the team shot put with a
distance of 89-5.25, followed by the
Raiders at 87-5.

Grant, Gillian Burke, Ashley
McGuire and Hunter placed third in
the 4x200 at 1:53.01 followed by the
Raiders at 1:54.53. The Raiders fin-
ished second in the SMR at 4:24.74,
and the Cougars finished fifth at 4:43.3.
The Raiders also placed second in the
DMR at 12:33.11, and the Cougars
crossed fifth at 13:00.44. Cranford
took fifth in the 4x400 at 4:25.08,
followed by Blue Devils Johnson,
Marcotullio, Sophia Goldschmidt and
Sophia Devita at 4:27.7.

“Many people thought that our girls
team was finished with the gradua-
tion of Natalie Englese, but we are a
very strong and proud team that is
looking to leave our mark on 2012,”
Coach Kane said.

performance,” noted Raider Head
Coach TJ Gavor.

In the 113-lb match-up, Raider Tom
Cunningham wrestled his match, si-
lencing Adriel Lazaro in 4:47.

“Early on, I had trouble taking him
down; however, in the second period
I tried to stack the kid to his back. I
knew that was a little risky, so I
switched off to a reverse half. The rest
kind of took care of itself,” said
Cunningham.

“Pleased with his progress, Coach
Gavor said, “He’s got a lot of pins as
a freshman and is really enjoying
himself.”

At 120 lbs, Pioneer Dan Zimmerman
smothered Mike Ziegler with an arm
bar in 1:46. The Raiders struck back
with 126-lb. Brian Lapham, who in-
timidated David Dinerman with a 15-
4, majority decision.

“I knew he was going to be a de-
scent wrestler so I did not want to
waste any time. I took him down 20
seconds in, rode him out and tried to
control the tempo. Going into the
second period I made a couple more
moves then hit a Peterson,” explained
Lapham.

132-lb. Pioneer Dan Kourakus out-
pointed Steve Carrion, 9-3. Probably
one of the more anticipated battles of
the evening was at 138-lbs. between
Raider sophomore Dom Natale and
talented Dan Smith. Natale got the
drop on Smith to maneuver a
takedown with 18 seconds remaining
for a 2-0 victory.

“He had a good match. The kid that
he wrestled was a strong wrestler,”
noted Coach Gavor.

From that point on, the core of the
Raider matmen stormed on to five
straight victories. First, Dion Natale
recorded a takedown and a reversal to
earn a 4-0 shutout at 145-lbs and
Sean Cannon nailed 152-lb. Jacob
Jankow to the mat in 1:27.

“He attempted to throw a headlock
but was pretty sloppy. I ducked un-
derneath, got my two, ended on top
and started back in center, threw him
over with a half and pinned him,” said
Cannon.

“We were a little nervous about
some of the middle weights. They
matched up pretty good with us. They
were very strong at 138; that was a
big swing match for us momentum

wise. Forty-five and obviously their
six [106] and 13-pounders are pretty
tough as well,” Coach Gavor said.

At 160-lb, Dom Pigno notched an 8-
4 victory over Luke Sammarone and
Luke Vuono followed with the shortest
bout of the evening, settling 170-lb
Pioneer Kris Castaldo in 1:00. In the
final bout, 182-lb Matt Ridge applied
sufficient pressure on Kevin Kourakos
before showing him the lights in 4:49.

“He was tough on his feet in the
beginning. It went pretty well; he
went down and almost got out on me,
but I kept the double before finally
pinning him with a ball and chain and
a half,” said Ridge.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
195: – O’Keefe (N) d Mirabella, 3-2
220: – Andrew Jacobs (S) won forfeit
285: – Tufaro (S) p Bremer, 3:56
106: – Boccellari (N) p Beirne, 2:55
113: – Cunningham (S) p Lazaro, 4:47
120: – Zimmerman (N) p Ziegler, 1:46
126: – Lapham (S) md Dinerman, 15-4
132: – D. Kourakos (N) d Carion, 9-3
138: - Dom Natale (S) d Smith, 2-0
145: – Dion Natale (S) d David
DiBenadetto, 4-0
152: –Cannon (S) p Jankow, 1:27
160: – Pigno (S) d Sammarone, 8-4
170: – Vuono (S) p  Castaldo, 1:00
182: – Ridge (S) p K. Kourakos, 4:49
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WESTFIELD - Move-in ready! Backing up to Tamaques Park, this home is comfortably 
appointed with an airy open layout. The custom kitchen has been beautifully renovated 
with Kraft Maid custom cabinetry, silestone countertops, undercab lighting, undermount 
sink, tile backsplash, ceramic tile flooring and recessed lighting. The spacious family room 
addition boasts vaulted ceilings and skylights. The second level affords 4 bdrms with 
generous closet space and master bdrm with full bath. An additional ground level bdrm or 
den with adjoining full bath is perfect for guests or live-ins. Additional features include 
crown molding, central air, newer windows and more! Call for additional info and price!

JUST LISTED!
82 TAMAQUES WAY, WESTFIELD

Raider Cagers Defeat
Cougar Boys, 55-43

The 5-3 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys basketball team
got a huge, 18-3 jump on the Cranford
Cougars and rambled to a 55-43 vic-
tory in Scotch Plains on January 5.
Junior Tom Bonacum netted 14 points
and senior Ian Johnston sank 12 for
the Raiders. Cougar Reggie Green
led all scorers with 22 points.

Dom Gonzales put in 11 points,
and Anthony Byers sank eight for the
Raiders. Stefan Fedorchak scored
nine points, and Kurt Rutmayer
scored four for the 4-3 Cougars.
Cranford   4 14   7 18 43
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 18 10   8 19 55

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON A TWO-POINT TILT…Blue Devil Colin Barber, top, converts a dump takedown to a two-point tilt on
Cougar Jim Dwyer in the 160-lb bout. Barber won, 6-0. See Ballyhoo Sports for more photos.

Probitas Verus Honos


