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WORLD LEADER…The Westfield Leader makes an appearance in Vatican City
with Sen. Dr. H. C. Hans Albert Courtial, the Ambassador of Rome to the World,
and Westfield’s Candace Wicke, president of The Continuo Arts Foundation.
Accepting new singers in all five Intergenerational Choral Ensembles for the
winter-spring semester, members of the children and youth choirs will have the
opportunity to perform in Rome, Assisi and Prague. For more information, call
Continuo Arts at (908) 264-5324.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING THE OATH…Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz administers the oath
of office to Summit Mayor Ellen Dickson at the January 4 reorganization
meeting.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING IT IN…Former Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy, center, listens at the
reorganization meeting held Sunday afternoon in Borough Hall, as Assembly-
woman Nancy Munoz and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, far right, look on.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW EQUIPMENT…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) stopped by the Westfield
Fire Department on Monday to announce a federal security grant in the
amount of $33,885 for new equipment for the fire department. The money will
be used to buy a new five-inch supply hose and five new intake valves for the
town’s fire engines. Pictured, left to right, are: Councilman Mark LoGrippo,
Councilman Sam Della Fera, Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan, Congressman
Lance, Fire Chief Daniel Kelly and Town Administrator Jim Gildea.

going away,” confirmed Mayor Mahr,
who likened municipal parking as a
key “investment” for the borough in
the context of its redevelopment ef-
forts.

Regarding the municipal budget,
Councilman Parenti said departmental
budgets are expected to be submitted to
the Administration and Finance Com-
mittee by next Friday.

Pointing to the state-mandated 2 per-
cent budget cap, Councilman Parenti
said, “We know we have a lot of strikes
against us this year.”

But Mayor Mahr emphasized, “I
know we’re all going to be committed
to staying in that 2 percent cap.”

The mayor also said newly redrawn
legislative boundaries effective in 2013
have Fanwood in the 12th Congres-
sional District which is currently repre-
sented by Rep. Rush Holt (D). The
district will now stretch from Trenton
to Scotch Plains and Fanwood. Both
towns have been in the seventh district
of Rep. Leonard Lance (R). A small
section of the northern most part of
Scotch Plains will remain in the sev-
enth district.

Mayor Mahr said she would like to
hold a “town hall meeting” featuring

the Rep. Holt “within the first quarter
of the year.”

“What happens in Washington, just
like in Trenton,   has a direct impact on
our lives,” the mayor added.

Borough Engineer Dominic Carrino
indicated a “pre-construction” meet-
ing regarding the Herbert Avenue re-
construction project is being planned.
Mayor Mahr asked that a community
meeting be held prior to the pre-con-
struction meeting “so [Herbert Avenue
residents] can understand what’s hap-
pening and when.”

Mr. Carrino also indicated that a
series of LaGrande Park improvements
– including basketball courts, a shelter/
pavilion, and pavement striping/paint-
ing for playground games – is on track
for completion in the spring, although
the ice skating rink is nearly complete
with the exception of fencing and
signage.

The governing body also honored
Eagle Scout Robert Colonna from Boy
Scout Troop 104.

Robert’s Eagle project involved more
than 200 hours of renovation work,
path signage, and other improvements
with friends and fellow scouts in
Fanwood’s Nature Center.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SWEARING IN…Garwood Councilwoman Sara Todisco is sworn in by Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi at the reorganization meeting Sunday afternoon, while her
brother, Brandon Clark, looks on.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MR. CHAIRMAN…Union County Freeholder Al Mirabella of Fanwood is sworn
in as the 2012 chairman of the Board of Chosen Freeholders by state Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) as his wife, Phyllis; daughter, Micayla, and son, Alexander,
hold the Holy Bible during Sunday’s county reorganization meeting.
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Master Gardeners program.
Freeholder Mirabella said a Union

County Tech School of Design would
be added to the Union County Vo-
Tech program, which currently houses
five high schools. The four-year pro-
gram will initially have 20 ninth grad-
ers studying digital media and com-
puter-aided design, ultimately enroll-
ing 80 students in grades 9 to 12 by the
end of the four years. Students will be
able to earn up to 30 college credits
through an agreement with Kean Uni-
versity.

In addition, Freeholder Mirabella
said, the county would offer active
military men and women cards for
free usage and/or discounts at county
golf courses, pools, the county’s skat-
ing center and Trailside Nature and
Science Center. He said a “veterans
appreciation” concert would be held
this summer.

During the public comments sec-
tion of the meeting, Bruce Paterson of
Garwood gave his own initiatives that
he would like to see the board follow.
They include reducing taxes and
spending and listening to the public.

Mr. Paterson also said he was op-
posed to a resolution approved by the
freeholders awarding a one-year con-
tract of $150,000 to Winning Strate-
gies Washington/Hoboken Strategy
Group, a firm based in Washington,
D.C. Winning Strategies, which has
been contracted by the county for
several years, provides lobbying and
government-relations services.

Mr. Paterson said he believes the
county should lobby its Congressional
and state delegations when needed
rather than hiring a professional lob-
byist.

County Manager Al Faella said Win-
ning Strategies has provided informa-
tion to secure “substantial grants” to
the county.

The board also approved a $232,125,
one-year contract to the Union County
Alliance, which Mr. Faella said is

$100,000 less than last year.
The board also approved several

one-year contracts for outside attor-
neys totaling $322,500. The Cranford
firm of Rogut McCarthy, LLC was
approved as special counsel in con-
nection to the issuance of bonds or
notes in 2012.

In other business, Mr. Mirabella
announced the chairpersons for the
freeholders’ standing committees.
They are as follows: Deborah Scanlon,
open space; Dan Sullivan, finance;
Mr. Estrada, shared services and inter-
governmental relations; Mr. Hudak,
homeland security, and Mohamed
Jalloh, policy.
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Union County Freeholders

chain of command, semi-annual
evaluations, a new procedure for
raises where the borough council
would determine the pool of money
set aside for raises based on the
budget as well as the percent raise
increase.

In the future, Ms. Todisco said
she would like to see union em-
ployees be evaluated as well.

On the council’s consent agenda,
the council approved to renew a
one-year contract with QSA for
preventative maintenance to the
HVAC units at a cost of $6,945,
which includes quarterly mainte-
nance and labor for service calls.
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
said the units are old and are re-
paired often.

Two new police vehicles were
also approved. Chief of Police
Bruce Underhill told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the po-
lice department will acquire a two-
year lease, at $26,000 each, for
two 4x2 Chevrolet Tahoe pursuit-
rated SUVs and will be the re-
placement patrol vehicle going
forward. Ford discontinued the
Crown Victoria pursuit vehicle in
2011. The Tahoe price is $1,000
less than the lowest priced pursuit
vehicle, which is the Charger.
Chief Underhill said the residual
value is three times higher than the
previous sedans.

The council met for an executive
session at the end of the meeting to
discuss issues with some bidders
for the athletic field complex.
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ward” and said it had been handled
“poorly,” adding that the public was
entitled to an “adequate explanation.”

In other business, Mr. Morin said
he would be at the municipal build-
ing on Friday afternoon between 3
p.m. and 6 p.m. to confer with any
residents wishing to provide input
into the township’s filings with re-
gard to the motion to reconsider a
judge’s December decision to al-
low the Birchwood Avenue devel-
opment to go forward. Mr. Morin
also sounded optimistic that the
state Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) would be com-
pelled to hold a public hearing on a
permit application filed by the
Birchwood Avenue developer so
that township residents can voice
their opposition to the proposed de-
velopment of 360 housing units.

Near the end of the hour-long
meeting, Mayor David Robinson
announced what he called “star-
tling news,” that the township’s
2012 fee to be paid to the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority will in-
crease by more than 20 percent.

While that increase falls outside of
the state-imposed 2 percent prop-
erty tax cap, the mayor said the
increase “is still money coming out
of residents’ pockets.”

Earlier, Mr. Kalnins said the town-
ship budget process for 2012 was
under way, and that the township
committee was beginning to review
the budget submissions of various
municipal departments with an eye
toward cutting expenses while
maintaining services.

The committee introduced two
ordinances that will be voted on
next month. One is a bond ordi-
nance to borrow money to pay off
tax appeals that were settled during
2011 while the other sets salaries
for certain municipal employees.

At the start of the meeting, in
which Boy Scout Troop 75 led the
flag salute, Mayor Robinson ap-
pointed Kathy Lewis and Frank
Klapinski to the townhip’s environ-
mental commission. He also issued
a proclamation designating today,
January 12, as Martin Luther King
Jr. Day in Cranford.
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Gumbert Field Fence to Be
Replaced; Pool Bids on Tap

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Dan Duffy of the
Westfield Baseball League told the
Recreation Commission on Mon-
day night that Fenceworks Inc.,
which has done a lot of work in
Berkeley Heights, will replace the
fence at Gumbert Park baseball field
one. The field is located at First
Avenue and Chestnut Street.

The new fence will be 225 feet
from home plate, where the exist-
ing fence is 200 feet from the plate.
The area behind the present fence
will be cleared of trees and debris
before the new fencing is installed.
Mr. Duffy said as soon as the new
fence is in place, the land cleared of
trees and proper drainage is in place,
fans will be able to stand behind the
new fence to watch the games.

“Clearing the area out, getting
proper drainage and sunlight will
make a large difference,” Mr. Duffy
said. “Any other improvements will
have to wait until next year; our
budget won’t allow it.”

Joe Verga, president of Girls Soft-
ball League of Westfield, asked the
commission about the status of im-
provements to Memorial Park. Rec-
reation Director Bruce Kaufmann
said the infield had been cut out and
that sod would be ordered.

“Eight player benches have been
ordered, and our people will be
putting them in,” he said. “As far as
backstops, we’ll have to get pric-
ing.”

Mr. Kaufmann said the field at
Tamaques Park had been worked
on and that clay had been brought
in, and that any other improvements
would depend on pricing.

Jane Clancy, board of education
liaison to the recreation commis-
sion, said that there are several
pieces of legislation in the state
Assembly and Senate, which would
move board of education elections
from April to November, and that
school budgets would only be voted
on in November if they exceed the
state-mandated 2-percent cap. “Of
course, it could make the board
election more political,” she said.

On another matter, she recom-
mended the website
“AllthingsWestfield.com,” which
she said lists activities in Westfield.

When asked about what the board
would do with its $2.21 million in
capital reserves, Ms. Clancy said,
“The board is now trying to de-
velop a long-range plan to deal with
such things as roofs and boilers at
the schools.”

She also said the board will be
working on usage fee rates for use
of board facilities.

Frank Arena, town council liai-
son to the recreation commission,
reported that border collies had been
successful in ridding Mindowaskin
Park of geese. “However, when that
happens, they go somewhere else,”
he said.

Mr. Kaufmann said the recreation
department went out to bid for con-
crete work to be done at the
Westfield Memorial Pool and re-
ceived quotes from eight contrac-
tors ranging from $65,400 to
$148,897. He said the town council

would award the bid on January 13
to the lowest qualified bidder, to be
determined by Town Attorney
Russell Feinstein.

The concrete work will be at the
entrance area to the pool and in
front of the men’s and women’s
restrooms, he said. As a separate
project, Mr. Kaufmann said that
three lights would be added around
the lap pool. Pool schedules and
fees were not discussed at Monday’s
meeting.

Mr. Kaufmann said he had met
with a representative from Union
County who took photographs of
projects and discussed expenses
amounting to $330,000, with the
hope of Westfield receiving a 50-
percent refund from the county
Open Space, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation Trust Fund.

The commission discussed de-
veloping a five-year plan to decide
what to spend money on, to make
projections and to lay the ground-
work for future projects. In other
business, Mr. Kaufmann said that
recreation department clerk
Rosemarie DeGregorio, who had
worked in the office since 2006,
resigned January 1 and will not be
replaced by a full-time worker.

The next meeting of the recre-
ation commission will be on Mon-
day, February 6, at 7:30 p.m. in the
recreation department conference
room in the Westfield Municipal
Building.

Tea Party Urges Support
Of Fair School Funding Plan

SCOTCH PLAINS — Senator
Michael’s Doherty (R-23,
Hunterdon) presented his Fair
School Funding Plan to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Tea Party (SPFTP)
on December 6.

This plan would provide tax re-
lief for many New Jersey citizens,
according to the (SPFT). Senator
Doherty’s plan calls for the state to
provide an equal amount of school
aid for every student in New Jersey,
regardless of where they reside.

“It is only fair to treat every stu-
dent equally and Senator Doherty’s
plan is consistent with Article VIII,
Section IV, Paragraph 2 of the New
Jersey State Constitution,” accord-
ing to the On December 6, the
SPFTP release.

“Currently, because of the differ-
ence in income levels, taxpayers in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood (SPF)
send much more income tax rev-
enue to Trenton ($51.9 million) than
say, Asbury Park (AP) residents
($3.9 million). That works out to
five times more per person: $1,686
vs. $326.

“If the state took all the income
taxes earmarked for school aid and
divided it equally per student, each
would receive $7,841. Because of
state Supreme Court rulings, how-
ever, the AP school district receives
$24,885 per student compared to
$400 per student for the SPF dis-
trict. While our citizens pay five
times the taxes, our children get the
short end of the stick by a factor of
62 to 1,” according to the SPFTP
release.

“Not only are our income taxes
being sent out of our district to give
other peoples’ children expensive
educations, but we must pay higher

property taxes to make up for that
lost funding, driving many of our
residents out of the state,” the re-
lease states.

The SPFTP said under Mr.
Doherty’s legislation SPF would re-
ceive over $38 million more in state
aid.

“Imagine what that would mean
for reducing property taxes and
managing the municipal budget,”
the SPFTP said. “We believe all
students should be treated equally
and should receive the same amount
of state aid. To make this a reality,
we all need to work together.”

For more information, visit Sena-
tor Doherty’s Fair School Funding
Plan website at
fairschoolfunding.com/. The site
has examples of resolutions sup-
porting the Fair School Funding
Plan already passed by many New
Jersey municipalities. We hope
Scotch Plains and other communi-
ties will join the list. The Scotch
Plains Township Council plans to
vote on this resolution at its Tues-
day, January 17 meeting.

Reading is Good for you!
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Girl Scouts to Collect
Women’s Bus. Attire
SCOTCH PLAINS – Fanwood-

Scotch Plains Cadette Girl Scout
Troop No. 40052 will collect
women’s professional work clothes
and accessories to benefit Dress For
Success (dressforsuccess.org) on
Monday, January 16, as part of the
Martin Luther King Day of Service.

The drive will run from 11:30 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at the JCC of Central New
Jersey, located at 1391 Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. Donations are
tax-deductible; a receipt will be pro-
vided. Items will be delivered to the
Dress For Success office in Madison,
a not-for-profit organization that helps
promote economic independence for
disadvantaged women.

Items needed include current style
clean, ready-to-wear formal business
suits (skirt and/or pantsuits), blouses
(large sizes urgently needed), slacks,
jackets, business casuals, winter coats,
handbags and pocketbooks, costume
jewelry, scarves and new or lightly
worn shoes. Anyone unable to drop
off donations during the drive is asked
to contact Kalpana Krishna-Kumar
at (908) 322-9142 or to e-mail
kfamily20@verizon.net.


