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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELCOME ABOARD…Freeholder Vernell Wright, the newest county free-
holder, and Freeholder Chris Hudak join in the singing of the National Anthem
with other officials at Union County’s reorganization Sunday at the Union
County Courthouse.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANOTHER TERM…Garwood Councilman Louis Petruzzelli is sworn in by
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi at the reorganization meeting Sunday afternoon
while his son, Anthony, holds the Holy Bible.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DIGNITARIES’ BOX…Union County’s 155th reorganization meeting brought
out a number of elected officials on Sunday afternoon at the Union County
Courthouse. Pictured, from left to right in front row, are: Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
state Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth), Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage,
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) and state Senator Barbara Buono (D-18, Edison).
Pictured in back is Assemblywoman Annette Quijano (D-20, Elizabeth).

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW VETS CARD…Lt. Col. Edward Chrystal, Jr., left, commanding officer of the 102nd Cavalry Squadron, 50th Brigade
Combat Team of the New Jersey Army National Guard, based at the Westfield Armory, accepts a poster-size copy of Union
County’s new veterans’ discount card from Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella. The card allows active veterans and their
families complimentary or discounted access to county-operated golf courses, pools, the Watchung Stables, Trailside Nature
and Science Center and the skating center.

Fanwood ‘Renews Commitment’ to
Shared Police Services With SP

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
their first regular meeting of the new
year Tuesday night, unanimously
approved a resolution that “renews
the commitment” of the governing
body to pursue a shared Fanwood-
Scotch Plains police department.

Mayor Mahr said a shared police
department represents “what we see
as our best opportunity for property
tax relief in 2012.”

In introducing the resolution,
Councilman Anthony Parenti, a
former Fanwood police chief, said,
“There comes a time when we have

to stop [talking] and we just have to
get it done.”

The resolution calls on the govern-
ing body to “take all necessary steps
to achieve that goal” of a consoli-
dated police department, which the
mayor said “will provide better [po-
lice] services and further reduce the
[local] tax burden.”

In thanking the council for its unani-
mous support of the resolution, Mayor
Mahr said a shared services subcom-
mittee meeting is set for Thursday,
January 19; plus, she said she “antici-
pates” a public meeting on the issue
“sometime in the first quarter” of the
year.

“I really look forward to getting to

the table [with Scotch Plains offi-
cials] on the 19th…as opposed to
reading what they say in the papers,”
said Mayor Mahr, adding that the
meeting “will pick up where we left
off” in the shared police services dis-
cussion.

Talks stalled last year when Scotch
Plains officials suggested potentially
sharing police dispatching services
or even considering a full municipal
consolidation

Scotch Plans Mayor Nancy Malool
said last week that she wants to have
a study done on the overall consoli-
dation of the two towns so both towns
and residents can see the pros and
cons of such an action.

During public comments, resident
Joe Nagy asked whether the council’s
“renewed vigor” regarding a shared
police department was related to
Scotch Plains’ talk about municipal
consolidation.

“There is no real outcry for con-
solidation from Fanwood residents,”
answered Mayor Mahr.

“It’s important to get back to the
table on the 19th,” she said.

“We have committed law enforce-
ment agents who want to see this
[police consolidation] through. For a
small community, we need to stay
focused on the [shared services] con-
versation,” the mayor concluded.

Council President Russell Huegel,
during council comments, indicated
that a renewed effort toward shared
police services is “a good message to
send to our residents.”

“I think what we can accomplish is
truly innovative for local govern-
ment,” Councilman Huegel said.

In other business Tuesday night,
Mayor Mahr predicted 2012 would
be a “decent year” for Fanwood and
“a lot of good things will be coming
our way.”

The mayor said she looks for 2012
“to bring us advancement…with the
remaining part of redevelopment”
along South Avenue, including a “pe-
destrian plaza” to link retail, hous-
ing, and transportation.

During public comments, Mr. Nagy
asked about the future of municipal
parking behind the stores on Martine
Avenue adjacent to the redeveloped
properties.

“Parking behind the stores is not
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Mirabella Takes Over as Chairman
Of Freeholders; Wright Joins Bd.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders wel-
comed new Freeholder Vernell Wright
of Union and named Freeholder Al
Mirabella of Fanwood as chairman and
Freeholder Linda Carter of Plainfield
as vice-chairwoman for 2012 during
the board’s annual reorganization meet-
ing at the county courthouse on Sun-
day afternoon.

Freeholder Wright, a retired school
principal from Union, replaces Nancy
Ward of Westfield, who opted not to
seek a third term. Freeholder Chris
Hudak, who was appointed to the board
in December 2010 to replace Rick Proc-
tor, who was elected Rahway mayor
that year, was sworn in for a full three-

year term. Freeholder Angel Estrada,
who was first elected to the board in
1999, took the oath for a fifth term.

The ceremony was held in the court-
room of State Superior Court Assign-
ment Judge for Union County Karen
Cassidy.

In her remarks, Freeholder Wright
said she looks forward to “providing a
voice for all those who are not always
heard.”

Freeholder Hudak, who won his first
election as a candidate for public office
in November, called the current free-
holders “forward thinking and passion-
ate.” A former chief of staff for the late
Senator Joseph Suliga (D-Linden), he
thanked his former teachers, coaches
and colleagues.

“There are more tomorrows than
there are yesterdays, and this is your
opportunity to shape those tomorrows,”
Freeholder Hudak said.

A number of dignitaries were on
hand for the meeting, including Con-
gressmen Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Clinton Township), Frank Pallone (D-
6th, Long Branch), Donald Payne (D-
6th, Newark) and Albio Sires (D-13th,
West New York), state Senators Ray

Lesniak (D-20th, Elizabeth) and Bar-
bara Buono (D-18th, Metuchen), As-
semblywomen Linda Stender (D-22nd,
Scotch Plains) and Annette Quijano
(D-20th, Elizabeth), Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick (D-20th), Jerry Green (D-
22nd, Plainfield), Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr and Newark City Coun-
cilman Ron Rice, Jr.

During his annual address, Free-
holder Mirabella announced several
new initiatives for the county this year.
The first, Union County Means Busi-
ness, will be a series of networking
breakfast meetings for business, com-
munity and government representa-
tives. The first breakfast is scheduled
for Wednesday, February 1, at Kean
University in Union.

The new chairman also announced
new programs for the disabled and
those with special needs. The Autism
Theatre Initiative, to be developed at
the Union County Performing Arts
Center, will make plays available to
those ages 5 to 18. In addition, a “Hor-
ticulture for Children with Special
Needs” program will be reintroduced
as part of the Rutgers Cooperative
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GW Introduces Amended
Longevity Benefits Ordinance

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The borough
council on Tuesday introduced two
ordinances to revise the longevity
benefits to non-union employees
after Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
vetoed the council vote to approve
freezing longevity benefits at the
end of last year.

The first ordinance, known as
12-02, is the same by definition
the mayor vetoed in December,
and was introduced by a tally of 5-
1 Tuesday, with Councilman Vic-
tor DeFilippo dissenting.

Board Attorney Joseph Triarsi
said the second ordinance, known
as 12-03, would prohibit new em-
ployees from receiving longevity
and allow those who presently have
it to continue to receive longevity.
That ordinance was introduced
Tuesday by a vote of 5-1 with
Council President Keith Sluka dis-
senting.

Councilman James Mathieu said
Mr. Triarsi’s office neglected to
place an ordinance on longevity
on the agenda for the October 25,
2011 meeting after the council’s
Laws and Licenses committee re-
quested it. “There is subterfuge
behind this,” Mr. Mathieu said.

“I resent what you are incur-
ring,” the mayor said after Mr.
Mathieu spoke.

Later, Mayor Quattrocchi said
in response to resident Bruce
Paterson’s inquiry on her opinion
on longevity, “I’m not favorable
to 02; 02 is the older ordinance. I
would be more interested in see-
ing an ordinance passed that grand-
fathers those employees who are
in current employ of the borough
and those hired after January of
this year would not get longevity,”
Mr. Peterson said.

“It lets politicians dodge the bul-
let and sticks taxpayers for a couple
decades,” Councilman Jim
Mathieu said. “We got rid of lon-
gevity in the DPW in 1993. Five of
the seven people do not have it.”

“I really wish 12-03 was intro-
duced last year,” Councilwoman
Sara Todisco said.

“I am supporting the introduc-
tion to both out of respect for both
ideas and everyone’s hard work,
however my position on longevity
is the same,” Ms. Todisco added.
She voted against the ordinance to
freeze longevity last year.

During the workshop meeting,
Councilwoman Todisco said she
would like to see non-union em-
ployees evaluated. She handed out
what she called a “broad outline”
to the mayor, council and attorney
for a new resolution for employee
evaluations that would spell out a
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Citing Conflict, CF Dem Calls
For Twp. Attorney to Resign

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The year’s first
partisan flare-up occurred on Tues-
day when, at the township
committee’s first formal meeting of
2012, Democratic Commissioner
Ed O’Malley called for the resigna-
tion of newly-named township at-
torney Phil Morin for what Mr.
O’Malley said was a conflict of
interest related to the appointment.

“We’ve been compromised,” Mr.
O’Malley said near the end of the
committee’s meeting, pointing out
that Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins,
a Republican elected last Novem-
ber, had voted last week to approve
Mr. Morin’s appointment even
though Mr. Kalnins’ wife had
worked for the Union County Re-
publican Committee, which is

headed by Mr. Morin. Mr. O’Malley
said the move “undermines trust”
between residents and the munici-
pal government and called for an
“uncompromised” person to be
named as township attorney.

Mr. Kalnins said there was no
conflict because while his wife had
worked at the county party office as
a part-time secretary, she had left
that position just prior to last
November’s election. He noted that
Mr. Morin had been selected
through the appropriate processes.
“I voted [for Mr. Morin’s appoint-
ment] because of his contacts in the
state,” Mr. Kalnins said.

While not echoing his colleague’s
call for Mr. Morin’s resignation,
Democratic Commissioner Kevin
Campbell called the situation “awk-
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