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GARWOOD – The Garwood
Board of Education voted Tues-
day night, following an executive
session, to approve a five-year
lease agreement with the
Westfield Area “Y” for use of the
Washington School. The school
district and the “Y,” a non-profit
organization, have agreed to a
50/50 split of the net revenues.

The “Y” is still required to go
before the borough’s planning
board and the council to have the
lease agreement approved be-
fore it can go forward. The plan
includes a preschool, day care,
before- and after-care programs,
fitness classes, a gym, summer
camps and other recreational ac-
tivities. The operating hours
would be 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday.

Robert Black, a resident of East
Street across from Washington
School, told the board earlier in
the meeting that he thought hav-
ing the Westfield Area “Y” take
over the Washington School
would lower the value of his prop-
erty. “You are putting a business
across the street,” he said. “I
wish someone would represent
residents, it’s not a good deal,”
Mr. Black said. He also said park-
ing is an issue now, and would
worsen when the “Y” opens.

“Parking is something that will
be looked at and addressed,”
Board President Adele Lewis re-
sponded.

Resident Mike Vena said, “I’m
not opposed to it, but it probably
is going to be a parking night-
mare.”

Mr. Vena was concerned that
once the “Y” takes over, his chil-
dren and other children in
Garwood would not be able to use
the park on the school grounds.

“They [the “Y”] never said they
were going to chase them off.
They [non- “Y” users] can’t inter-
fere with any activity they [the
“Y”] have going on,” Board Vice-
President Susan Groening said.

Resident Debbie Banic was con-
cerned about the gym aspect of
the facility that would have adults
coming in and out of the building.
She thought there was a safety
concern of having strangers en-
tering a facility where
preschoolers would be attending
school. “That doesn’t sit right
with me,” Ms. Banic said.

Board member Barbara Greet
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said the “Y” said it wanted to
have a committee with residents
to “get their concerns and input.”

BOE Buildings and Grounds Su-
pervisor Thomas Spera said be-
cause the “Y” is moving into
Washington School that the dis-
trict needs to move out belong-
ings in Washington School and
had looked into buying a shed,
which would cost $2,065 includ-
ing delivery, plus $2,700 for in-
stallation.

In other business, Superinten-
dent of Schools Teresa Quigley
told The Westfield Leader that
the teachers’ union and the dis-

trict have reached a memoran-
dum of agreement with the con-
tract negotiations. She would not
give out any details, she said,
because the contract has not been
ratified.

Prior to discussing board busi-
ness, Ms. Quigley handed out
honors’ certificates to Honor So-
ciety students.

As reported at last week’s
council meeting, the council and
the school district have dis-
cussed sharing custodial ser-
vices, and board member
Russell Graham said the pro-
posal “looked like it would be

beneficial to both parties.”
Lincoln School could be mak-

ing solar energy as early as next
week. Mr. Spera said an inspec-
tor is coming next week to in-
spect the solar panels, and once
the inspection is passed, then
the solar company will “tap into
the system and we will be mak-
ing power. So hopefully, in a
month or two, we will be making
money.”

The Garwood summer tutoring
camp that was offered to young-
sters for the first time last year
will not be coming back this sum-
mer. Summer recreation will be
offered again fully.

During the superintendent’s re-
port, Ms. Quigley announced that
Cranford would vacate Washing-
ton School and move back into
Brookside School after the week
is up. The district was using the
school after Brookside sustained
flooding damage from Hurricane
Irene.

“Teachers were setting up class-
rooms at Brookside over the
weekend,” Ms. Quigley said.

During public comment, resi-
dent Amanda Langston said she
had lunch with her son during
family week but was disappointed
with the lunch cereal choices of
Lucky Charms and Cocoa Puffs in
the cafeteria. She said a serving
of Lucky Charms is equal to a bag
of M&Ms in sugar. “Why are we
serving that to our kids?” she
asked.

She also was unhappy with the
canceling of school and Saturday
recreation because of the limited
snowfall this winter. “Why are we
canceling for five inches of snow?”
she asked.

Ms. Quigley said Saturday rec-
reation was cancelled because
the district will not pay overtime
to have custodians come out to
remove the snow.

“I feel bad for the kids,” said
Mr. Vena, who said they need a
facility to practice sports.
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