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Linden Tigers Capture First Ever District 11 Wrestling Championship
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to wear my opponents down.
Keep banging on the head until
they open up a little bit. Then I go
for that barrel, and it almost
never fails. He was really fighting
not to get pinned. It took a while,
but I stayed tough in there,”
Opoku said.

Most of the season, Opoku had
been competing at 145-lbs but
recently dropped to 138-lbs.

“I started about a month ago.
The first time, it was really tough,
but it got easier gradually. The
kids are quicker, but I feel stron-
ger than they,” he said.

Opoku took it to Mateo Perez
(E) in the title bout and showed
him the lights in 3:57.

“I go out there an try to wear
my opponents out. I never
wrestled this kid before, so I
didn’t know what to expect. I just
kept going with the same thing.
Eventually I got that single and

dump, and took him to his back,”
Opoku said.

After pinning Bear Andrew
Scrillo with a Spread Eagle in
3:32, Cougar Corey Markovitch
pulled off a big upset when he
caught Blue Devil Colin Barber in
a cradle in 3:19 to advance to the
152-lb title bout.

“I wrestled him before, and he
was really tough. I knew how to
wrestle him this time. I knew he
was going to come out tough on
his feet, but I worked hard on
top, and I set up that cradle with
a far ankle. I knew I had to get it
tight,” Markovitch said.

Markovitch would face Raider
Sean Cannon for the title.

“It is going to be fun to see how
it turns out,” Markovitch said.

Cannon reached the finals by
pinning Christian Chavez (R) with
a cradle of his own in 2:48.

“I was rooting for Corey, be-

cause we’ve been buddies. We
went to the same club for five
years. We always wrestle each
other. He likes to throw in legs,
and he likes to throw in cradles.
I just have to stop that,” Cannon
said.

Colin Barber roared back to
rack up three near-falls in the
third period to grab a 12-4, ma-
jority decision over Chavez for
third place.

“I opened up more in the third
period. I am looking forward to
the regions and placing in the top
at the regions,” Barber said.

In the title bout, Cannon re-
corded a takedown and a 3-point
near-fall to defeat Markovitch,
5-1.

“It’s never easy wrestling one
of your friends. You are kind of
mellow. I was getting tired at the
end, so that takedown and put-
ting him to his back in the begin-

ning was key. I hit an
inside, reach high crotch.
At the end, I was trying
not to get turned. I held
on for the win,” Cannon
explained.

Seeded first at 220-lbs,
Raider Andrew Jacobs,
who silently slipped un-
der the radar screen with
an incredible 26-1
record, jostled Chris
Gonzalez (L) in the semis
with his combination of
wrestling and judo skills.

“I am an unorthodox
wrestler, so it is kind of
hard to expect. I can
switch back to traditional
wrestling and then add
what I know from judo,”
Jacobs explained.

Jacobs insured his trip
to the finals with a five-
point side roll.

“It’ something that I
practiced for a while. I
like that a lot,” added
Jacobs.

After yielding a takedown in an
explosive first period, Jacobs re-
corded a reversal then later took
Cougar Jeff Weiss to the mat and
pinned him in 3:52 for the title.
Weiss had reached the finals with
a pin over David Tobe (E) and a

4-3 decision over Omar McNair
(R).

“I was a little discouraged that
I blew off a lot of steam with no
points. I had to make sure I got
him, because I thought no way
my conditioning was going to
last the rest of three rounds. He
was pushing into me a lot, so I
just used his momentum against
him and rolled him over with it,”
Jacobs said.

After pinning his first oppo-
nent, Blue Devil Kieran Cline
pinned Cougar Rob Kessler in
5:59 to reach the 182-lb finals
where he dropped a 15-3 deci-
sion to Jeff Velez (B). Kessler
placed third with a 2-1 decision
over Ismail Abdul-Wahid (R).

Cougar JP Christiano advanced
to the 170-lb finals with a 7-3
decision over Blue Devil Brian
Bulger, who later finished third
after recording two takedowns,
an escape and a penalty point to
grab a 6-1 decision over Terrence

Tiller (L). Christiano lost his title
bout, 7-2, to Joey Balboni (B).

“I was more experienced than
him. If I wrestled well, I should
have beaten him, which I did. I
am happy with how I wrestled
today. I think I could have
wrestled a little tougher against
Christiano, but I have no com-
plaints,” Bulger said.

Blue Devil Nick Knepper, who
won his opening bout at 195-lbs
with a 4:44 fall over Raider Mike
McFarlane, yielded a devastat-
ing takedown to Cougar Nick Diaz
but rallied to record a fall in 2:59,
using a stretch hammerlock, to
place third.

“I really wasn’t expecting him
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRUGGLING FOR CONTROL…Cougar JP Christiano, front, and Brearley’s Joey
Balboni struggle for control in the 170-lb title bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING THE LEG…Cougar Corey Markovitch, left,  grabs Blue Devil Colin
Barber’s leg in his 152-lb semifinal bout.


