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l'ennemi du journaliste

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Probitas Verus Honos

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Each step towards advancing
to the Union County Tournament
championship game has gotten
more difficult, but the second-
seeded Cranford High School girls
basketball team was up to the
challenge and defeated the sev-
enth-seeded Oak Knoll Royals,
42-31, in a quarterfinal game at
Roselle Catholic on February 16.

Because of an overtime show-
down between Jonathan Dayton
and Linden, the starting time for
the Cougars and Royals was de-
layed until nearly 8:00 p.m. As a
result, the 21-3 Cougars had a
sluggish beginning but began to
gear up as the game matured.

“We have been here since 6:00.
The game before us went into
overtime, so we were kind of like
stale. We shot around before we
came, but we were sitting here
for almost two hours. It takes a
little time to get the rhythm,”
Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer
said.

Junior forward Jess McCoy
helped get the Cougars into the
rhythm from the second quarter
onward. She disrupted the Roy-

als’ rhythm with a team-leading
five steals and tied with team-
mate Morgan Miller with 10 re-
bounds.

“We needed to step up our
defense in the second half, and

Jess was one who really came
and sparked it, jumping to the
ball and going for the steal. She
was in the right spots at the right
time,” Coach Dyer said.

“We didn’t come out as strong.

We weren’t running. Once we
started getting those steals,
that’s what pumped up our of-
fense,” McCoy added.

JESS McCOY 5 STEALS, 10 RBs, 14 PTs; MORGAN MILLER 15 PTs, 10 RBs; KATE McGOVERN 10 PTs

Lady Cougars Bounce Royals in UCT Quarters, 42-31
While the Cougars were slug-

gish, guard Kerri Moran demon-
strated her left-side strength with
a pair of hook shots to give the
13-10 Royals a 4-0 lead early in
the first quarter before Cougar

Katie McGovern (8 points, 4 re-
bounds, tipped pass) rolled in a
lay-up and Mairead McKeary (3
points, 2 rebounds, 2 steals) hit
a free throw. Moran scored six
points in the quarter, which ended

8-8, but was slowed down dra-
matically the rest of the way by
McKeary’s tenacious defense and
finished the game with 10 points,
all from the left side.

“She will go right, but she does
prefer left. It’s not usual,” Coach
Dyer said.

“She is a good player. She fin-
ished really well. I think Mairead
did really well on her, as well as
she could,” McCoy said.

“Mairead did an awesome job
of shutting Kerri Moran down.
She nagged at her. She was in
her face,” Coach Dyer said.

McCoy and Miller began to hit
the mark, each banging in six
points, as the Cougars won the
second quarter, 14-6, to take a
22-14 lead at the half. Miller
finished the game with 15 points,
including three 3-pointers, and
McCoy finished with 14 points.

The Royals would not relent
and matched the Cougars point-
for-point, 12-12, in the third quar-
ter, but the scenario changed
dramatically in the fourth quar-
ter as the Cougars stepped up
their defense, creating numer-
ous acts of thievery, and limited
the Royals to just five points.

See Cranford Oak Knoll
UCT Girls Basketball in

The Westfield Leader
February 23 Edition
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING CLOSE TO ROYALTY…Cougar Jess McCoy, left, sticks close to and Oak Knoll Royal during the Union
County Tournament quarterfinal game that Cranford won, 42-31, at Roselle Catholic High School on February 16. See
story in this edition of The Westfield Leader newspaper.


