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Linden Tigers Capture First Ever District 11 Mat Championship; Blue Devils Place Third
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

“It is going to be fun to see how it
turns out,” Markovitch said.

Cannon reached the finals by pin-
ning Christian Chavez (R) with a
cradle of his own in 2:48.

“I was rooting for Corey, because
we’ve been buddies. We went to the
same club for five years. We always
wrestle each other. He likes to throw
in legs, and he likes to throw in cradles.
I just have to stop that,” Cannon said.

Colin Barber roared back to rack
up three near-falls in the third period
to grab a 12-4, majority decision over
Chavez for third place.

“I opened up more in the third
period. I am looking forward to the
regions and placing in the top at the
regions,” Barber said.

In the title bout, Cannon recorded a
takedown and a 3-point near-fall to
defeat Markovitch, 5-1.

“It’s never easy wrestling one of
your friends. You are kind of mellow.
I was getting tired at the end, so that
takedown and putting him to his back
in the beginning was key. I hit an
inside, reach high crotch. At the end,
I was trying not to get turned. I held
on for the win,” Cannon explained.

Seeded first at 220-lbs, Raider An-
drew Jacobs, who silently slipped un-
der the radar screen with an incredible

26-1 record, jostled Chris Gonzalez
(L) in the semis with his combination
of wrestling and judo skills.

“I am an unorthodox wrestler, so it
is kind of hard to expect. I can switch
back to traditional wrestling and then
add what I know from judo,” Jacobs
explained.

Jacobs insured his trip to the finals
with a five-point side roll.

“It’ something that I practiced for a
while. I like that a lot,” added Jacobs.

After yielding a takedown in an
explosive first period, Jacobs recorded
a reversal then later took Cougar Jeff
Weiss to the mat and pinned him in
3:52 for the title. Weiss had reached
the finals with a pin over David Tobe
(E) and a 4-3 decision over Omar
McNair (R).

“I was a little discouraged that I
blew off a lot of steam with no points.
I had to make sure I got him, because
I thought no way my conditioning
was going to last the rest of three
rounds. He was pushing into me a lot,
so I just used his momentum against
him and rolled him over with it,”
Jacobs said.

After pinning his first opponent,
Blue Devil Kieran Cline pinned Cou-
gar Rob Kessler in 5:59 to reach the
182-lb finals where he dropped a 15-

3 decision to Jeff Velez (B). Kessler
placed third with a 2-1 decision over
Ismail Abdul-Wahid (R).

Cougar JP Christiano advanced to
the 170-lb finals with a 7-3 decision
over Blue Devil Brian Bulger, who
later finished third after recording two
takedowns, an escape and a penalty
point to grab a 6-1 decision over
Terrence Tiller (L). Christiano lost his
title bout, 7-2, to Joey Balboni (B).

“I was more experienced than him.
If I wrestled well, I should have beaten
him, which I did. I am happy with
how I wrestled today. I think I could
have wrestled a little tougher against
Christiano, but I have no complaints,”
Bulger said.

Blue Devil Nick Knepper, who won
his opening bout at 195-lbs with a
4:44 fall over Raider Mike McFarlane,
yielded a devastating takedown to
Cougar Nick Diaz but rallied to record
a fall in 2:59, using a stretch
hammerlock, to place third.

“I really wasn’t expecting him to
come out that hard. It was my mis-
take. He slammed me on my head.
Woke me up! I scored a nice reversal
at the end of the period. When I got on
top, I got a [arm] bar. I worked him,
and I was able to turn him and pin
him,” Knepper explained.

Raider JT Beirne placed third at
106-lb with a 1:46 fall over Eric
Melendez (R). Raider Tom
Cunningham took third at 113-lbs
with a 4-2 decision over Gabe
Magalhaes (L).Raider Mike Steinfeld
placed third at 145-lbs with a 7-2
decision over Mosa Diab (E). Cougar
Jim Dwyer won by injury default

over Blue Devil Mike DeLouisa to
place third at 160-lbs.

Blue Devil Matt Barber, who had
defeated Cougar Corey Birch, 5-3, in
his opening bout at 132-lbs, scored a
takedown in overtime to defeat Mike
Disko (B), 3-1, for third place.

“I had the bigger heart in the third
period. I was conditioned more. He

was a strong kid, but he didn’t have
the heart. Third period is all about
heart,” Barber said.

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
106: — Tekula (L) d DeMarco (B), 4-2
113: — Devin Jefferson (R) p James
Thevenin (E), 4:57
120: — Kalimtzis (W) d Murray (C), 2-0
126: — Henry (C) md Stadler (E), 10-2
132: — D’Ondre Floyd (E) md Diego
Ataca (L), 15-4
138: — Opoku (W) p Perez (E), 3:57
145: — Nick Lospinoso (B) p Justin
Becker (R), 5:36
152: — Cannon (S) d Markovitch (C), 5-1
160: — John Balboni (B) d Travis Fos-
ter (L), 8-4
170: — Balboni (B) d Christiano (C), 7-2
182: — Velez (B) md Cline (W), 15-3
195: — Anthony Tancs (B) d Bob Clark
(L), 9-3
220: — Jacobs (S) p Weiss (C), 3:52
Hwt: — Burns (L) p Kania (W), 1:09

THIRD PLACE BOUTS:
106: — Beirne (S) p Melendez (R), 1:46
113: — Cunningham (S) d Magalhaes
(L), 4-2
120: — Sheehy (L) md Moore (X), 20-10
126: — Lapham (S) md Valentin (R), 13-5
132: — Barber (W) d Disko (B), 3-1 OT
138: — Carrion (S) p Hafez (R), 1:35
145: — Steinfeld (S) d Diab (E), 7-2
152: — Barber (W) md Chavez (R), 12-4
160: — Dwyer (C) won injury default
over DeLouisa (W)
170: — Bulger (W) d Tiller (L), 6-1
182: — Kessler (C) d Abdul-Wahid (L), 2-1
195: — Knepper (W) p Diaz (C), 2:59
220: — McNair (R) d Gonzalez (L), 3-1
Hwt: — Tufaro (S) p Christian (B), 3:25
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James

Euwer

SPLIT

MOUNTAINSIDE. Meticulously maintained 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath
Split in sought after Mountainside, Ranked #1 in Union County on
the 2010 "Best Places to Live" in NJ list by NJ Monthly magazine.
Great outdoor space with both a paver patio and deck surrounded by
mature trees and planting. This property also enjoys enhanced curb
appeal with the paver driveway and well landscaped front yard with
new under ground sprinkler system. $559,000.

Jacqueline

Waldman

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 2/26 12-4PM

SCOTCH PLAINS. Move right into this updated and well-maintained Split-
Level home. The floor plan is an ideal layout for entertaining, while being spacious
and comfortable. This distinctive home features a LR opening to a DR with a slider
to a deck and backyard. The updated Eat In Kitchen has wood cabinetry and
Corian countertops. A MBR, 2 additional Bedrooms, 2 Baths, a FR, basement with
laundry, huge attic with pull down stairs for storage, an oversized shed and an
attached garage. Directions: Route 22 to Mountainview #187. $339,000.

Tatyana

Averbukh

WESTFIELD. A totally updated 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Split Level
home featuring an open floor plan. The new Eat-In-Kitchen with
center island has granite and stainless steel appliances. Formal Dining
Room, Rec Room in basement, new heating, central air, plumbing
and Andersen windows. 1 car built-in garage with automatic opener
and backyard with deck and privacy fencing add to the appeal of this
immaculate home. $529,000.

Associate of the Month

Holly

Cohen

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD.`05 Mahoney built 4 BR, 3.5 Bath with extensive custom
millwork, tranquil tree lined oval, top of the line amenities and wonderful
sunlit interior! Home in impeccable condition, Fin Basement, full Staircase
to unfinished third floor with expansion potential approx (18x18),(16x14),
Private Study(13x12) from Master Bedroom, 9 Foot ceilings level 1,
"Homecrest" kitchen cabinetry with granite, HWF, custom wood privacy
fence and patio, prof landscaping, fireplace in FR. $949,000.

SPLIT

Donald

Ehrenbeck

RANCH

MOUNTAINSIDE. Tastefully updated Custom 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath
Ranch set on a large landscaped property on a quiet tree-lined street. This
home features hardwood and granite tile floors, custom cabinetry and
sound system throughout, a gourmet kitchen with top-of-the-line
appliances, security system and basement & attic storage. The heated &
air conditioned garage is custom fitted with tile floor and custom wood
cabinetry. The underground sprinkler system has rain sensors. $535,000.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 2/26 12-4PM

WESTFIELD. Completely Renovated Colonial Home Boasts 4 Bedrooms, 4 Full
Baths, Gourmet Kitchen with Granite, Master Bedroom with Spa Like Bath and
Finished Basement. Beautifully Appointed and Loaded with Amenities: Hardwood
Floors, Crown Molding, Custom Interior & Exterior Detailing, and Quality
Craftsmanship. Professionally landscaped, new driveway and new 1 car garage.
Convenient to Schools, Town, NYC Transportation and Across from the Park &
Pool. Directions: South Ave to North Scotch Plains Avenue #310. $599,999.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADVANCING TO THE FINALS…Blue Devil Ellis Opoku, top, pins Raider Steve Carrion with a single-arm corkscrew in
3:37 to reach the 138-lb title bout that he won with a 3:57 fall over Elizabeth’s Mateo Perez.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP THE GUILLOTINE…Cougar Ian Henry, left, tries to set up a guillotine pinning maneuver on Elizabeth’s
Ralph Stadler in the 126-lb title bout. Henry claimed a 10-2, majority decision and the championship.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKS CAN BE DECEIVING…Cougar Corey Markovitch appears to have
control of Raider Sean Cannon in the 152-lb title bout, but Cannon won 5-1.


