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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Get Creative — Edina And Maria
Are Not Moving from Town

It’s Unreasonable to Impose Individual
Views On the Entire School System

Why Citizens Behave
As They Do

I read with great interest Mr.
Corbin’s appeal for civility at meet-
ings of the Westfield Council. I be-
lieve citizens of this nation observe
the antics of public officials and those
campaigning for office and mimic
the appalling behavior they witness.

Our Governor, for example, pub-
licly demeans critics, legislators, and
even the very people to whom he is
responsible, the voters of New Jer-
sey, on a regular basis. He resorts to
intimidation and disrespects all those
who dare to disagree with him. Any
observer of the Republican candi-
dates seeking the Presidential nomi-
nation will be disgusted by the scan-
dalous accusations and half-truths that
are tossed around. Political discourse
in Congress has devolved into name-
calling and mutual disdain.

Is it any wonder why citizens of
Westfield behave as they do?

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

It Bears Repeating And Sums Up What
Crosswalk Fight Really Is All About

Sometimes We Can’t Appreciate Our
 FD, PD Until A Trauma Event Occurs

Decaffeinated, Diligent
Studying Pays Off

On January 23 to 26 and 29, the
Westfield Memorial Library offered
mid-term Study Halls in the library
for Westfield High School students
studying for their exams. The entire
library staff and the Board of Trust-
ees would like to thank Starbucks in
Westfield for generously donating
decaffeinated coffee for these study
halls.

I would also like to commend the
wonderful behavior of all the teens
participating; I am sure your diligent
studying every night paid off! Thank
you to all for once again making this
program so successful.

Kathy Muhm
Westfield Memorial Library

On the early morning hours of Feb-
ruary 9th, our family was awakened
by the sounds of our smoke detectors
and the odor of smoke in the house.
Upon investigation, we found smoke
emanating from our daughter Alyssa’s
bedroom. Our daughter is 19 years of
age and has been severely disabled
since birth.

My husband ran into her room and
was able to remove her from her bed,
which was beginning to smolder and
carry her out of the house as I, and my
11-year-old son, Colin, exited the
front door. Fortunately my husband
was able to return inside and bring
out our one-year-old lab, Kobe. It
goes without saying, this was a very
traumatic experience for us. While
the house has been extensively dam-
aged, thankfully we are all okay and
one day will be able to return to our
home.

The purpose of this letter is to
allow me to take a few minutes out to
thank the firemen, police officers and
rescue squad members who re-
sponded to our home. Sometimes we
can’t appreciate what they do for us
in our community until a traumatic

event occurs in our lives and their
services are needed.

Particularly, I want to thank those
organizations, our church - St.
Bartholomew’s, and many of its con-
gregation and the numerous numbers
of friends who came to our assis-
tance. What has left my husband and
I in total awe was the outpouring of
compassion, and generosity rendered
by persons that are unknown to us
and we may not be afforded the op-
portunity to thank them in a personal
way. We have received so many do-
nations of clothing, food, money, as
well as assistance in replacing medi-
cal equipment needed for my daugh-
ter that was lost in the fire. I don’t
know how, other than through this
letter could we thank these nameless
persons for their caring and compas-
sionate giving to our family in our
time of need.

My husband Tom, as well as our
children, Alyssa and Colin, and I
extend our sincere gratitude to every-
one and may God bless them all.

Laurie O’Brien
Scotch Plains

I am writing in response to Ms.
Githens’s Letter to the Editor, “Par-
ent Asks for High Standards and Re-
turn to Common Decency in Schools,”
which appeared in The Westfield
Leader on February 16th. In this let-
ter, Ms. Githens voices her objection
to the decision by some Westfield
High School English teachers to in-
clude the 2007 National Book Award
winner, The Absolutely True Diary of
a Part-Time Indian, by Sherman
Alexie, as part of their curricula.

Ms. Githens complains about “new
age, graphic narratives filled with
expletives” and their “potential
devastation…on our children’s over-
all quality of learning.” She also con-
demns the “anything goes” philoso-
phy she feels exists in many of our
schools. Ms. Githens goes on to ar-
ticulate her view that books such as
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian replace literature of
“higher educational merit” and her
opinion that teachers should succumb
to parents’ advice about education.

Several students wrote letters to
the Westfield Patch (2/16/12) that
responded eloquently to Ms.
Githens’s pronouncements and ex-
pressed their own perspectives on
why reading books such as this one is
of value. These students dispelled the
notion that Alexie’s book reflects
moral deterioration and emphasized
how it actually encourages critical
thinking and a broad and open view
of the world. Their letters also dem-
onstrate how well these students can
evaluate and respond to arguments
and articulate their own views. They
show just how well educated
Westfield students are, and I imagine

our teachers had something to do
with this.

What the students’ letters don’t
fully address, however, is some of the
frightening implications of Ms.
Githens’s thoughts and suggestions.
Ms. Githens’s statement that the “con-
tents of many of these young adult
novels deemed educational would
distress any principled adult” reflects
a lack of tolerance and open-
mindedness. While Ms. Githens
might believe that novels that contain
expletives and references to mastur-
bation are “perverse,” luckily not
everyone sees things this way. In fact,
many people would disagree with
her assessment of perversity and vul-
garity. Moreover, the idea that par-
ents should micromanage public
school curricula is misguided. Imag-
ine all the literary works, many of
which are central to the Western liter-
ary canon, that might have been
banned had puritanical pressure won
the day: The Grapes of Wrath by John
Steinbeck, The Adventures of Huck-
leberry Finn by Mark Twain, and The
Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger,
to name a few. There have been ob-
jections, as well, to vulgarity and
“undesirable themes” in works by
Shakespeare, Flaubert, and Nabokov!

It is definitely reasonable for par-
ents to demand that public schools
provide excellent education. How-
ever, it is completely unreasonable,
unrealistic and undesirable for par-
ents to try to control every aspect of
public education and to try to impose
their individual views and preferences
on the entire school system.

Robin Rosen Chang
Westfield

Normally I would look on this as
an interested bystander, but I am truly
troubled – and saddened – by what I
read regarding the Central Avenue
crosswalk in Westfield.

Let me say from the outset that I
am well familiar with dangerous roads
as a driver and as a pedestrian; all too
often I have seen people drive straight
through red lights even at intersec-
tions (I have done it myself at Central
and Grove when I was blinded by the
morning sun; one can miss lights
even when you know they are there
and are looking for them).

The fact is that the HAWK light
ended up on Mrs. Enculescu’s front
lawn under murky circumstances, and
dubious reasoning as to its safety
relative to a more-logical location at
an intersection. Town government has
failed any reasonable test of transpar-
ency and accountability, preferring
instead to deflect blame, stonewall its
own traffic consultant, and inveigh
against Mrs. Enculescu when she as-
serts the property rights her govern-
ment is supposed to protect.

I now read that the County did its
own study, recommended moving the
light (admittedly, rather half-
heartedly) and would have paid to
have it done; town government would
not endorse the study.

This is not “crap.” Mrs. Enculescu
and Mrs. Carluccio are not voices
“that have been heard.” They are
voices, which are being ridiculed and

marginalized because of a simple
belief in how the government of this
country is supposed to work. And
they should be thanked for their fight;
what has been imposed on Mrs.
Enculescu with minimal explanation
and no serious recourse is nothing
less than what provided the basis for
our country’s revolution in the first
instance.

And so, I think it appropriate that I
close on this President’s Day with a
paragraph from The “Declaration of
Independence,” because it bears re-
peating and truly sums up with this
fight really is all about:

“We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness. — That
to secure these rights, Governments
are instituted among Men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of
the governed, — That whenever any
Form of Government becomes de-
structive of these ends, it is the Right
of the People to alter or to abolish it,
and to institute new Government, lay-
ing its foundation on such principles
and organizing its powers in such
form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their Safety and Hap-
piness.”

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

In 2010, 2011 and 2012, the
[Westfield] Town Council have been
taken to task by the decision to erect
a HAWK light on Central Avenue in
the 3rd Ward. Edina and Maria have
demonstrated their distaste for the
location of the light — not rejection
for the safety of the pedestrians. Has
it been too long a process that the
aggravation has overpowered our
reasoning skills? Or did we forget to
ask ourselves “what if” it was on my

lawn? The continuation of this fo-
rum is not healthy for our commu-
nity!

Let this council take the lead as our
Governor: He will take a vote for an
issue that is too close to commingling
with his personal views. Call upon
David Haas and Mark LoGrippo who
are the council’s representatives in
the 3rd Ward. It is their duty to com-
municate with the voters who put
them in office. Get creative. Edina
and Maria are not moving.

Diane Barabas
3rd Ward, Westfield

Is The Kean University President
Integrity Issue ‘Old School’?

Maybe it’s “old school” where one thinks that
integrity must prevail above all else when it comes
to education. Well, four of the 11 members of the
Kean University Board of Trustees must be “old
school.” It was hardly unanimous. After deliberating
for five hours, the trustees voted 7 to 4 to renew the
contract of Kean University President Dawood Farahi
(please see story on page 3), who was accused of
trumping up his resume and curriculum vitae when
he applied for the position in 2003. He said it was a
“clerical mistake.” For someone being paid $300,000
a year and soon to get another big boost in salary,
such a mistake is hard to ward off as clerical.

Nevertheless, seven trustees must have felt the

good he has been doing outweighs the “old school”
issue of integrity. Or perhaps they felt that a clerical
mistake is acceptable, even though the position for
which he was hired would not be one where such a
“faux pas” is acceptable. Is this “new school” and
George Orwell’s newspeak?

The university has a lot of damage control re-
quired as a result of the malaise. It’s more than it’s
image. Education of the students is the most impor-
tant issue ultimately — “new school” or not.

We hope it’s not the case: (Mark Antony: “The evil
that men do lives after them; The good is oft interred
with their bones.”), Julius Caesar by William
Shakespeare.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Royne – To bite or gnaw
2. Lagostoma – Harelip
3. Cudgel – A short, thick stick of

wood used as a weapon
4. Legerdemain – Sleight of hand or

trickery

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

DADDOCK
1. A groove or rut
2. A severe blow
3. The rotten heart or body of a tree
4. The last segment of a crustacean’s

limb
VAGISSATE

1. In botany, having veins in no defi-
nite order

2. To romp or frisk
3. To spread, as a disease
4. A state of uncertainty; vagueness

ABACINATE
1. To do accounting with an abacus, a

type of calculator
2. To belittle or humble
3. To blind by placing a red-hot copper

basin close to the eyes
4. To teach the fundamentals; reading,

writing and arithmetic
MERETRICIOUS

1. Having the characteristics of a pros-
titute

2. Extremely trustworthy; virtuous
3. Thankful in an extravagant manner
4. Existing or living entirely on or in

the sea

Merging SP-F Police Dept.’s More
Realistic Than Combining Towns

Over the past few years there has been a lot of talk
of either combining municipal departments or an
“all out” merger of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
While Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council are focused on merging the two police
departments, Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
supports having a study conducted to determine the
exact savings that could be achieved for taxpayers if
both communities became one.

A few years ago a shared services study conducted
by a Cranford-based consultant determined that a
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Police Department could
achieve annual savings of $1 million. If additional
departments were merged, the report stated that
$500,000 could be saved with a joint public works
department. Additionally, merged departments that
were considered were recreation and municipal court.

Over the past few months an independent group
with the support Courage to Connect has been get-
ting signatures from residents on petitions aimed at
moving ahead with a study commission to merge the
two towns. Elected officials have not been consulted
during this process.

In our view, merging the two police departments
makes a lot of sense and could be completed quicker
than an “all out” merger, which could take years. The
biggest sticking point to a joint Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Police Department is removing civil ser-
vice restrictions for Scotch Plains employees and
setting up the new leadership for the department.

Also, the two police unions would have to work out
differences in pay scales, benefits, etc., to become
one union.

Moving ahead with a combined police department
seems feasible, although we doubt it will result in a
huge tax savings for residents. While the police
departments represent the largest line item in both
towns’ budgets, the overall municipal tax accounts
for the smallest portion of property tax bills in the
two towns. Scotch Plains has a $23.5-million mu-
nicipal budget with Fanwood around $9 million.

A complete consolidation of the two towns would
likely take years as a study commission would have
to be formed and after that a referendum would have
to be placed on the ballots of both towns for voters
to make the final decision. That can only occur in
November elections.

But there are so many questions to answer on
merging the two towns. Would there be one or town
halls, public works facilities, recycling centers?
How would the new governing body be formed?
What about municipal staffing? How would the debt
of each town be distributed? The big question is,
“How would the tax rates be impacted?”

So while we are encouraged by both towns’ efforts
to reduce taxes, in the end, combining departments
one at a time seems to us to be more practical.

Now the question is who will head up the new
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Police Department? Also, is
there a way to agree on shortening the name?

History: “It is proposed to have tanks and other army paraphernalia in the parade and to have airplanes circle over the town during the march. Permission has been obtained
from the Westfleld Golf Club to use the links for a landing place, and it is expected two airplanes will spend the day in town taking up passengers for short rides. Other air machines
are expected from Mineola and Elizabeth.” 9/24/1919 - The Westfield Leader at www.goleader.com
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