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KEY ENDORSEMENT...Governor Chris Christie endorses state Senator Jo-
seph Kyrillos (R-13, Middletown), left,  for U.S. Senate on February 16 in
Springfield. Pictured in center is Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer.

Marriage Lic. Modernization
Bill Clears Assembly Panel

TRENTON – Legislation sponsored
by Senator Nicholas Scutari (R-22, Lin-
den) to modernize the state’s marriage
license requirements, has been approved
by the Senate Judiciary Committee of
which Sen. Scutari chairs.

“With beautiful and scenic locations
throughout the state, New Jersey has
great potential to be a wedding destina-
tion for couples throughout the U.S., but
our current laws are cumbersome and
restrict where, when and who can be
married,” Senator Scutari said. “By
modernizing this process, we will open
up New Jersey’s wedding market to out-
of-state consumers, spurring economic
growth for many small businesses and

boosting our local economies.”
The bill, S-768, would eliminate the

mandatory 72-hour waiting period for
issuance of a marriage or civil union
license after an application is made, giv-
ing New Jersey a competitive edge over
neighboring states, Sen. Scutari said.

In addition, the bill would streamline
residency requirements for New
Jerseyans applying for marriage and civil
union licenses. Under current law, resi-
dents must apply for a marriage or civil
union license in the municipality where
either applicant resides. The bill would
allow residents and out-of-state resi-
dents to apply for licenses in the munici-
pality where the wedding ceremony is to
be performed as well. This bill would
also provide that marriages and civil
unions might be annulled without cause
within 30 days of the marriage or civil
union ceremony.

The committee approved the measure
by a vote of 7-4. It now heads to the
Senate Budget and Appropriations Com-
mittee for further review.

Sen. Scutari represents the 22nd Leg-
islative District which includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

Kean Faculty, Students
Protest Retension of Farahi

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — “Justice needs to be
served,” Occupy Kean protest organizer
Gizeth Cruz said at State Senator Ray
Lesniak’s Legislative District 20 Office
a day after Kean University’s Board of
Trustees voted in favor of keeping its
embattled president.

Last Thursday, a group of students
marched in the rain from the university,
down Morris Avenue, to the senator’s
office, speaking out against the retaining
of President Dawood Farahi despite nu-
merous falsified claims on his résumé.

Students held signs that read “Even
McDonald’s Has Background Checks,”
“Fraudhi Must Step Down” and “I’m
Tired of Paying for Farahi’s Ferrari.”

Mr. Farahi makes $293,550 annually
and is slated to receive a $200,000 bonus
next year. According to a copy of his
compensation agreement, the school also
provides Mr. Farahi with a newly pur-
chased or leased automobile every three
years “for official state purposes.”

“We, as the students, have the right to
a scandal-free environment,”  Ms. Cruz
said. “We demand the truth, and we
demand answers.” She went on to call on
Senator Lesniak to “push for the resigna-
tion of Mr. Farahi, as he is the face of
Kean, and he has done nothing but drag
Kean’s name into the dirt.”

James Castiglione, president of the
Kean Federation of Teachers (KFT), spoke
to The Westfield Leader and The Times
prior to last Wednesday’s board decision.
He said the KFT was prepared to recom-
mend that Kean employ the services of
the Registry for College and University
Presidents; the Registry’s mission is to
provide experienced interim leadership
during a period of transition. Registry
interims cannot become candidates for
the permanent position, which “avoids
insider conflicts of interest, political pres-
sures and potentially impaired decision-
making,” according to the group.

The board of trustees, who voted 7 to 4
in favor of retaining Mr. Farahi, issued a
statement that acknowledged an investi-
gation uncovered “instances, most de-
cades-old, where Dr. Farahi exhibited
carelessness that is not consistent with
today’s rigorous academic environment
at Kean. Voting in favor of keeping Mr.
Farahi were Trustees Helyn Payne-Balti-
more, Linda Lewis, Michael D’Agostino,
Lamont Repollet, Eugene Enlow, Bar-
bara Sobel  and Ada Morell. Voting against
retaining him were Richard Trabert of
Westfield , Donald Soriero, former
Westfield resident and current Scotch
Plains resident Robert Cockren, and Lester
Aron. Trustee Holly Bakke abstained.

“The board does not condone these
mistakes made by Dr. Farahi; in fact, we
deplore them. But the board recognizes
that none of the investigator’s findings is
material to Dr. Farahi’s successful em-
ployment as president of Kean. Indeed,
under Dr. Farahi’s tenure, the university
has made significant and measurable

progress, and our students now reap the
benefits of an education system focused
primarily on their success,” the state-
ment continued.

Mr. Farahi, in a statement, said, “I am
grateful for the board’s continued sup-
port and leadership. I take full responsi-
bility for the errors I have made, and I
apologize for the negative attention that
I have brought to the university. I will
continue the board’s vision for Kean
University and its students. Now it is
time to focus our energy on the chal-
lenges and the opportunities ahead.”

In the wake of the president’s reten-
tion, Mr. Castiglione said the KFT is
“demanding accountability” by having
the board produce the report it used in its
decision-making. “The nature of the de-
cision itself is being seen by the faculty
as a very clear signal that the board has
something to hide,” Mr. Castiglione said.
The board has an “obligation,” he said, to
make the report public.

He said the KFT would employ an attor-
ney, file OPRA (Open Public Records Act)
requests and engage with state representa-
tives to pressure the board. In addition, the
KFT will work with both the State Assem-
bly and State Senate’s Higher-Education
Committees, demanding that they investi-
gate the allegations against the president
and the inaction of the Kean board.

Mr. Castiglione said the union will
take its claim all the way to the governor’s
office, asking Governor Chris Christie to
intervene and “do the right thing” in
order to maintain institutional integrity;
he said this was necessary after the presi-
dent and those who voted to retain his
services “engaged in a full-frontal as-
sault” on the institution’s honor.

Asked if he accepted the board’s con-
clusion that Mr. Farahi’s “carelessness”
and “mistakes” were “immaterial” to his
employment at Kean, Mr. Castiglione
said, “absolutely not.”

“There are two major misstatements
by the board,” he said. “Some of the
worst misrepresentations of academic
credentials occurred in a vitae that he put
forward for accreditation just three-and-
a-half years ago. That statement (“de-
cades-old instances”) is flat-out false.
Secondly, the point that this is immate-
rial to his leadership shows a breathtak-
ing contempt for the students and fac-
ulty, and a fundamental misunderstand-
ing of the academic enterprise that the
board majority has been entrusted with.”

The events at Kean have now “struck
a chord” with students on campus. Mr.
Castiglione said a faculty member at
Montclair State University was ap-
proached by four Kean students, even
prior to the board’s decision, who
aimed to transfer to the Essex County
school. Likewise, the Kean faculty, he
said, have begun calling the school “So-
prano State University.”

“We have an obligation to work to
restore the academic integrity at Kean,
and we will...There is too much at
stake,” Mr. Castiglione said.

RVSA Releases Assessments,
Selects New Board Officers

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader amd The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) Board of
Commissioners  has announced that as-
sessments for it 11-member municipali-
ties will increase $691,000.

RVSA’s 2012 budget puts the
authority’s municipal assessments at a
total of $23,880,000, up 2.98 percent
from 2011 numbers, which totaled
$23,189,000. Westfield’s assessment rose
7.56 percent from $3,299,151 to
$3,548,584. Scotch Plains’ assessment
rose 3.33 percent from $1,529,751 to
$1,580,699 while Garwood’s assessment
fell 12.68 percent from $502,200 to
$438,521.

Mountainside will see their assessment
drop 3.24 percent from $961,531 to
$930,414 while Clark will see a drop of
11.30 per cent from $3,091,697 to
$2,742,353. Cranford’s RVSA assess-
ment is up 20.10 percent to $2,056,257
from $1,712,151.

Other municipalities will see the fol-
lowing assessments: Kenilworth,
$1,015,234, down 11.86 percent;
Rahway, $2,777,682, down 8.02 per-
cent; Roselle Park, $584,711, up 9.28
percent; Springfield, $2,068,251, up 7.15
per cent; and Woodbridge, $6,137,294,
up 12.50 percent.

These adjustments are based on a five-
year rolling average based on each town’s
flow, biochemical oxygen demand (BOD)
and suspended solids, RVSA officials
said.

During the Thursday’s meeting, the
board elected Richard LoForte,
Kenilworth’s commissioner, as 2012
chairman and Mountainside’s Commis-
sioner Rene Dierkes as vice-chairman.
Also sworn in was Randall Hering,
Rahway’s commissioner for the past few
months.

The project to permit RVSA to burn
digester gas in their boiler has been pro-
ceeding. John Buonocore, one of RVSA’s
staff engineers, told the board that the pipe
was installed and welded. The blower,
which is needed to move the gas, is sched-
uled to be shipped to the authority on
February 24, and the burner is slated for
shipment on March 6.

James Meehan, RVSA’s executive di-
rector, said he is hopeful the project can
be competed by the end of March. The
cost of about $360,000, with a six-to

seven-month payback timeframe on this
project, was restated by Mr. Meehan.

Six responses were received by the
authority in response to their request for
letters of interest for a public-private
partnership for the operation and mainte-
nance of the solids handling and electric
generation facilities. Mr. Meehan com-
mented that he thought there would be a
stronger response to this request. Edward
Barboe, the authority’s new consulting
engineer from the firm of Hazen & Saw-
yer, commented that one firm seemed
less responsive than the others in regard
to the six criteria laid out by the request.
When Mr. Dierkes asked, “What is the
next step?” Authority Counsel Brian Hak
replied, “It provides a foundation for
crafting an RFQ (request for quotations)”
by the authority.

A motion was also approved permit-
ting Mr. Meehan to award a contract to
put in place the ability for the RVSA to
come off the electric grid in cases where
high demand creates an emergency situ-
ation. This allows the authority to use
their diesel generators to power the
plant on a short-term basis to reduce
demand on the power grid. This was
done last year and it is expected that it
will save the RVSA somewhere be-
tween $40,000 and $80,000 this year,
less commissions. A bid process is un-
der way to attempt to minimize those
commissions.

Lawsuits related to the co-generation
facility continue forward. One suit,
brought by PS&S (Paulus, Sokolowski
and Sartor, LLC) alleging defamation
and other charges against the authority,
was dismissed by the court. Mr. Hak said
that a federal lawsuit brought by a sub-
contractor, MACTEC Federal Programs,
Inc., would likely result in the court ab-
staining as the case is equivalent to a state
case already under way.

Mr. Hak also noted that RVSA, as
lead defendant of a group of sewerage
authorities, continues to pursue dis-
missal of this case. Mr. Hak will be
arguing that the regulation under which
these groups have been joined to the
case exceeds the regulatory powers of
the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) and that
the spill act insulates such authorities.
If no dismissal is obtained, the trial is
scheduled for April 2013 with damages
determined in January 2014.

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. is pleased to announce 
that Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A.
Outhwaite, Esq., Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will
present to the public a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about 
Divorce” on Thursday, March 1, 2012 at the Temple Emanu-El in Westfield, New 
Jersey and Saturday, March 3, 2012 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Clark, New
Jersey. Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for almost 40 years,
and his group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the 
legal process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements,
separation, divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child 
support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed financial and
child related circumstances, how the current economic climate will impact
divorce and post-divorce matters, as well as the law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 2012
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2012
   1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-232-6770
www.tewnj.org

CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL
36 Valley Road.
Clark, New Jersey 07066

   732-574-0100
   www.crowneplaza.com/clarknj

� 560 Springfield Avenue, Suite 101, Westfield, NJ 07090
� 908.233.8571 � barnabashealth.org

SAINT BARNABAS MEDICAL CENTER 

WELCOMES 
INTERNAL MEDICINE PHYSICIANS

PETER PASLEY, MD

ANTHONY CARLINO, MD
TO THE MULTI-SPECIALTY 

PRACTICE OF WESTFIELD 

Dr. Pasley and Dr. Carlino have opened their practice in 
Westfield and are looking forward to caring for the community.  

MEET THE DOCTORS AND
ATTEND A FREE HEALTH FAIR  
Saturday, March 3, 2012
from 9:00 am – 12:00 noon

Anthony Carlino, MD, PhD and Peter Pasley, MD

Chris Munz Completes
Navy Basic Training
SCOTCH PLAINS — Navy Sea-

man Christopher D. Munz, a 2009
graduate of Union County Magnet
High School in Scotch Plains, recently
completed U.S. Navy basic training at
Recruit Training Command in Great
Lakes, Ill. During the eight-week pro-
gram, Seaman Munz completed a va-
riety of training, which included class-
room study and practical instruction
on naval customs, first aid, firefighting,
water safety and survival, and ship-
board and aircraft safety. An emphasis
was also placed on physical fitness.

The capstone event of boot camp is
“Battle Stations.” This exercise gives
recruits the skills and confidence they
need to succeed in the fleet. “Battle
Stations” is designed to galvanize the
basic warrior attributes of sacrifice,
dedication, teamwork and endurance
in each recruit.


