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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
GOLDEN GOODBYE…Singer Whitney Houston’s golden precession travels down Boulevard in Kenilworth on Sunday
on its way to Fairview Cemetery in Westfield. She was buried next to her father, John Houston, Jr., who died in 2003.

LINCOLNS AT LINCOLN…Abraham Lincoln and Mary Todd Lincoln (aka
Alison Hooper-Korkuch and Diana D’Amico) help Lincoln School students in
Westfield put finishing touches on their patriotic star necklaces just prior to the
holiday weekend. The appropriately attired teachers, who are art instructors in
the Westfield Public Schools, are pictured here with kindergarten students. The
students, pictured left to right, are: Dustin Duensing, Sophie Gurland, Abigail
Stinton, Rachel Bryson and Diego Rojas.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PROGRESS….Due to good weather, construction progress is moving along
quickly in the rebuilding of Ferraro’s Restaurant in Westfield, with hopes of
opening in May.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
MEDIA FRENZY…The media lined area streets early Sunday morning prior to
Whitney Houston’s interment at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield. News trucks
arrived by 5:30 a.m. and were broadcasting live feeds starting at approximately
7 a.m.

Westfield, Mountainside
Burglary Alert

AREA –  The Mountainside Police
Department is investigating three resi-
dential burglaries that occurred in the
Orchard Road area on February 21 at
approximately 6:30 p.m. Anyone hav-
ing information that may assist de-
tectives in this investigation is asked
to contact the detective bureau at
(908) 232-8100.

An additional burglary occurred in
Westfield at approximately 5:30 p.m.
in the Lawrence Avenue area. All
residents observing any suspicious
vehicles or persons in their neighbor-
hood are asked to call police head-
quarters at (908) 232-8100 immedi-
ately.

Whitney Houston Burial Draws
Media and Fans to Fairview

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – By early Saturday
afternoon, “no parking,” signs lined
both sides of East Broad Street in
front of Fairview Cemetery. The signs
also lined Gallows Hill Road along
the side of the cemetery. The Westfield
Police Department was expecting a
lot of people to come on Sunday to
witness the last journey of Newark
native Whitney Houston.

That afternoon, in the cemetery,
relatives were visiting the graves of
their loved ones as workmen were
placing bales of orange plastic fenc-
ing alongside of the existing fence.
By late that afternoon, the plastic

fencing was in place and police cars
were going up and down the street in
preparation for Houston’s interment
on the crest of a hill next to her father,
John Russell Houston, Jr.

On Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m.,
Fairacres Avenue, Sherman Street,
Sherbrooke Drive and St. Marks Av-
enue were cut off to local traffic. The
only vehicles allowed on East Broad
Street, in a cordoned off area, were
those of the press. Trucks from the
networks, such as NBC, CBS, ABC
and others, were lined up. Camera-
men, videographers and reporters,
along with fans, neighbors, cyclists
and joggers, all took up the vigil to
await the funeral cortege. Westfield

policemen reminded people to stay
behind the barricades.

Jean Erickson of New England
Drive, said, “There will be a lot of
fans coming in the future to see her
grave.” Robert Tarcynski, a Houston
fan from Scotch Plains, commented,
“All of us are wondering what will
happen. How could you not come
and show some respect?”

Debbie Wade, of Cranford, who
was wrapped in a blanket, said she
arrived at 7 a.m. as she “didn’t want
to fight the crowd.” Barbara Goldstein
of Springfield added, “I’ve been here
since 7 a.m., and was also here at
dusk last night. I want to pay my
respects to a phenomenal talent, Jer-
sey girl.” Missouri Eddings of
Somerset, who had been there since 8
a.m., said he came “to pay my re-
spects to a great icon. I’ve met her.
She was a very special lady, inside
and out. The love she had for her
daughter! They were inseparable. I
was outside the restaurant, in New-
ark, where they had the repast, for
one and a half hours.”

Christine Brown of Golf Edge in
Westfield said she “wanted to pay my
respects,” while Marilyn Kowalski of
East Broad Street and Daniel Berk of
Karen Terrace held a sign that said,
“Whitney we will always love you.”
A group, including Orlando Casada
and his wife, Mary, of North
Plainfield, and Crystal Lane and Kim
McKoy of Plainfield, said they were
all great fans and had come to pay
their respects.

The cameramen from the networks
and The Daily News all exchanged
war stories about the layoffs, buyouts
and firings at their workplaces. Three
onlookers, all within three feet of one
another, discovered they all had fam-
ily in Wilkes-Barre, Pa. Along with
the Associated Press, there were some
foreign press, two journalists from
Prague, in the Czech Republic; the
Netherlands, Black Sheep Press;
Agence France Press from France
and Voice of America, broadcasting
to Indonesia.

The sun peeked in and out of the
clouds, and the wind picked up from
time to time. Some people covered
their faces with scarves; still, they
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WF OK’s $3 Mil. In Spending
For Salaries, Contracts

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At the February 14
meeting of the Westfield Town Coun-
cil, officials passed a number of reso-
lutions allowing for over $3 million
in expenditures, including salaries,
contracts and construction projects.

The council awarded a contract for
special counsel in the matter of
Sunnyside Senior Housing, LLC ver-
sus Town of Westfield to Stuart R.
Koenig of Sitckel, Koenig and
Sullivan for an amount not to exceed
$30,000. The contact will expire on
December 31, 2012. Mr. Koenig and
his firm also were retained by the
town in 2009 at a cost not to exceed
$35,000.

In 2011 the council awarded a pro-
fessional services contract keeping
former town attorney Robert Cockren
of SNR Denton on board in an amount
not to exceed $35,000 for the same
lawsuit.

The lawsuit, which was brought
against the town and the planning
board, alleges that Sunnyside’s at-
tempts to develop property located at
206 Springfield Avenue in Westfield
were “rebuffed” by the defendants
and settlement negotiations are still
ongoing.

Additionally, the council passed a
resolution awarding a contract for
the construction of concrete walks
and trench drains at Memorial Pool
to Andy Matt, Inc. of Mine Hill, N.J.
in an amount not to exceed $65,400.

Salaries were approved for three

librarians at the Westfield Memorial
Library. For 2012 Laurie Anderson
will receive $53,384, Adrienne Basso
will receive $62,064 and Jeffery
Bennett will receive $51,052.

The 2012 salaries for fire depart-
ment employees also were approved
by the council retroactive to Febru-
ary 1. The department’s four battal-
ion chiefs will receive salaries rang-
ing from $110,253 to $112,428; the
six lieutenants will receive salaries
ranging from $101,170 to $103,344,
and the 20 firefighters will receive
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Gumpert Fields Getting
Much-Needed Makeover

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Gumpert Park’s
baseball fields are getting a much-
needed makeover thanks to a part-
nership between the Westfield Base-
ball League (WBL) and the Town
of Westfield.

While the town has committed
$28,000, the WBL is ponying up
between $60,000 and $70,000 for
the project, according to WBL Presi-
dent Dan Duffy. Recreation Direc-
tor Bruce Kaufmann said that the
money committed to the project
from the town is coming from user
fees and is not a capital expense.

“We’re pretty excited,” Mr. Duffy
told The Westfield Leader.

When the work is complete, Field
1 will meet national standards, by
increasing the size to 225 feet. Mr.
Duffy said that the prior field size
was inadequate and posed safety
issues. Trees have been removed
and new fencing with digital screen-
ing will be installed. The field,
which hosts the 12-year-old dis-
tricts, also will get new dugouts.

All of the mounds and batters’

boxes at Gumpert also are being
rebuilt as part of the project. The
three fields also will receive new
drainage, and grass areas will be
reseeded. Improvements also are
slated for the picnic and playground
area behind Field 1.

After the Gumpert project is com-
plete, the WBL has already set its
sights on improvements to the fields
at Memorial Park. “There’s a lot of
work to be done at Memorial,” Mr.
Duffy told The Leader.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
told The Leader that this is, “an-
other example of a great public-
private partnership.” He said that
the town is happy to be involved,
also citing the example of the town
working with the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park to make im-
provements. “We’re very fortunate
to have these great organizations in
town,” he said.

Mr. Duffy said that he hopes to
have the fields ready for a ribbon
cutting in time for opening day of
the baseball season on Saturday,
April 14, following the 9 a.m. pa-
rade.

GW BOE Approves ‘Y’;
Union Reaches Agreement

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Board of Education voted Tuesday
night, following an executive ses-
sion, to approve a five-year lease
agreement with the Westfield Area
“Y” for use of the Washington
School. The school district and the
“Y,” a non-profit organization, have

agreed to a 50/50 split of the net
revenues.

The “Y” is still required to go
before the borough’s planning board
and the council to have the lease
agreement approved before it can
go forward. The plan includes a
preschool, day care, before- and
after-care programs, fitness classes,

CenCom Dispatch Closing,
County Looks to Fill Void

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Union County offi-
cials learned last week that dispatch
services out of Overlook Medical
Center in Summit, known as
CenCom, will be closing effective
Sunday, April 1. In response, the
county is offering to begin servicing
towns served by CenCom through
the county’s 9-1-1 dispatch opera-
tion in Westfield.

Andrew Moran, the county’s di-
rector of public safety, said CenCom
services 11 public-safety agencies,
eight EMS agencies and three fire
departments, as well as paramedic
units from Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital at Rahway and
Trinitas Hospital in Elizabeth.
CenCom also covers “multiple agen-
cies in Morris County and Essex
County,” said Mr. Moran.

According to its webpage, CenCom
is one of the regional dispatch centers
through which all requests for para-
medics are routed. In addition to dis-
patching advanced life-support units
in Essex, Morris and Union Coun-
ties, CenCom dispatches fire depart-
ments and basic life support ambu-
lances, both volunteer and paid, in a
number of municipalities.

“They (CenCom) are suggesting
that their clients transfer to a dispatch
operation in Monmouth County,” Mr.
Moran told the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders last Thurs-
day. “It is going to significantly im-
pact public safety in Union County.”

Dispatch calls in Union County
would be serviced by dispatch ser-
vices of MONOC, the Monmouth
Ocean Hospital Service Corporation.
Mr. Moran said he has heard Atlantic
Health is swapping its dispatch op-
erations for MONOC’s aerial medi-
cal program, which would be relo-
cated to Union County.

“A lot of the agencies that have
been contacted by Overlook about
the closure have already contacted
us,” said Mr. Moran.

Mr. Moran said he has spoken to
County Manager Al Faella and Free-
holder Chairman Al Mirabella about
expanding the county’s dispatch ser-
vice to include those agencies served
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