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GARWOOD – Tuesday night
the Garwood Board of Educa-
tion voted 5 to 2 in favor, with
board members Linda Koenig
and Christine Guerriero dissent-
ing, to move the board of edu-
cation election from April to the
November General Election.
This move would eliminate the
public’s vote on the budget if it
were under the 2-percent cap.

“While our main goal is to
achieve higher performance aca-
demically, we are looking to save
money in the budget, and this
effectively gives us the ability to
do that without drastically chang-
ing the way we conduct our-
selves,” board member Russell
Graham said. Board member Bar-
bara Greet and Board Vice-Presi-
dent Susan Groning both agreed
that saving money was a main
reason for their support of mov-
ing the election.

Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley said she did not
know the savings the district
would see by moving the elec-
tion, but would have a figure by
the next board meeting on Tues-
day, February 21, which is four
days after the decision deadline
to the state.

“I do support the move  –  it
would have a better turnout in
voting,” resident Bruce Pater-
son said. “This is giving you
extra money to spend. I would
like to see you strive for less
than the 2-percent cap.”

“I don’t like the way this has
been done. They gave us a month
to act on this,” Ms. Koenig said.
“They are taking more local con-
trol away,” she continued.

With the election moved to
November, newly elected board
members would take over their
posts on the board the following
January. “It puts a board mem-
ber at a disadvantage,” Ms.
Guerriero said. “They really lost

a good amount of that school
year. They also missed a lot of
that opportunity to go to the
convention in October where a
lot of learning goes on.”

“Having served on the board
for nine years…it really is a lose-
lose situation for everyone when
a budget is defeated,” Board
President Adele Lewis said.

Ms. Quigley said, “If we can
save $5, if we can save $10, it
always makes sense. We oper-
ate on a bare-bones budget for
a very long time.”

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi was
in attendance, along with Bor-

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DEJA BLUE(si.com)...Giants fans, inspired by quarterback Eli Manning, enjoy the game at the Corbins’  Super Bowl
party on Sunday.  The crowd went crazy when the Giants erased an eight-point third-quarter deficit to steal the victory
with a last-minute touchdown, just as they did in the 2008 Super Bowl (also against the Patriots).

Cranford Man Charged
With Insurance Fraud
CRANFORD — A Cranford man

has been charged in a state grand
jury indictment for allegedly col-
lecting more than $22,000 in
temporary disability insurance
benefits to which he was not
entitled, Attorney General (AG)
Jeffrey Chiesa announced last
week.

Louis L. Dubrel, 43, was charged
on January 30 with insurance
fraud, theft by deception and
perjury, Mr. Chiesa said.

The state grand jury indict-
ment alleges that between Janu-
ary 12 and September 7, 2007,
Dubrel, who allegedly sustained
a work-related injury while em-
ployed as an auto mechanic for
Maple Crest Auto Group in Union
Township, omitted and failed to
provide significant information
to New Jersey Manufacturers In-
surance Company in order to
obtain $22,569 in temporary dis-
ability insurance benefits to which
he was not entitled, the AG’s
office reported.

The indictment also alleges that
Dubrel obtained the $22,569 from
New Jersey Manufacturers Insur-
ance Company by creating the
false impression that he was un-
able to complete common house-
hold chores and daily physical
activities, when, in fact, he par-
ticipated as a driver in several
harness horse racing qualifying
starts and as a horse trainer dur-
ing the period that he received
temporary disability benefits.

The indictment also alleges that
while appearing at an official pro-
ceeding, namely in the matter of
Louis Dubrel v. Maple Crest Auto
Group, and while under oath,
Dubrel made the false statement
that, “I can’t ride [horses],”a state-
ment that he knew was not true,
according the AG’s press release.

Dubrel faces a maximum sen-
tence of five years in state prison
and a fine of $15,000.

ough Councilmen Keith Sluka,
Louis Petruzzel l i  and Jim
Mathieu.

“I have been looking at this
for a number of years person-
ally, and thought that it was a
good idea to piggy back the
board of ed elections with the
general elections from the per-
spective as it would give the
people a little bit more incen-
tive to look at who they are
voting for and become more
familiar with the issues within
their school elections. The turn-
out for a board of ed election is
sad. And a lot of people don’t

know what is going on. From
that perspective, to me, it is
posit ive,” said Mayor
Quattrocchi, who also was in
favor of the cost savings.

“My only concern about this is
that you are going to have po-
litical parties who are deciding
who is going to run for the board,
and in those towns that are
more heavily funded on both
sides with political money,”
Mayor Quattrocchi said.

Mr. Sluka said he supported
moving the board of education
elections. He said taxpayers are
looking to save money.
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