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Community Thanked for Supporting Choir

Media Should Focus Efforts on Those
Who Flagrantly Violate Tax Rules

The national economy is gradually
starting to improve, and now is the
time for Union County to act swiftly in
order to keep those gains and build a
better future. The 2012 Chairman’s
Initiatives, called “Putting People
First,” does just that, by helping Union
County residents and business owners
connect with the resources they need
to do their best.

One key factor is the development of
a trained workforce that enables our
local businesses to grow. Over the past
few years we’ve made great progress in
this area with the expansion of Union
County College, Kean University, and
the Vo-Tech high schools.

This year we will continue to expand
our partnership with Kean University,
which has just reached an agreement to
establish a campus in Wenzhou, China.
We expect this relationship to result in
new business and career opportunities
for Union County.

A new academy for digital media and
computer-aided design will be added to
our Vo-Tech campus, called the Union
County Tech School of Design. Vo-
Tech has partnered with Kean Univer-
sity to help ensure that the program
leads directly to college level career
development.

Another area that has shown progress
over the years is the work we’ve done
with major employers like Wakefern,
Whole Foods and Elizabethtown Gas.
We’re going to build that out with the
“Union County Means Business” ini-
tiative. The program is designed to con-
nect businesses of all sizes with the
resources offered by local and state
agencies, such as loans, grants, and
workforce training.

We are also going to keep working to
make Union County a great destination
for visitors and businesses. Last week I

had the pleasure of announcing that in
2016 our own Galloping Hill Golf
Course in Kenilworth will be the first
public golf course in the 91-year his-
tory of the New Jersey State Golf Asso-
ciation to host the prestigious New Jer-
sey State Open Golf Championship.
We expect that the run-up to that event
will generate a whole new level of
interest in Union County.

In that vein, we are going to continue
to ensure that Union County is in the
vanguard of the global transition to
clean, renewable energy and new en-
ergy-efficient technology. This is a
growth sector and businesses are seek-
ing out communities that are leading
the way.

A good workforce is a healthy
workforce, and Union County has a
stellar tradition of promoting public
health through recreation. This year in
particular we are focusing on innova-
tive new programs, sports and social
activities for children and adults with
disabilities.

We are also reaching out to Union
County veterans of the wars in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq with a small token of
appreciation, a complimentary use of
our fee-based recreation offerings such
as small token of appreciation, a com-
plimentary use of our fee-based recre-
ation offerings such as golf or swim-
ming, and we are going to use our free
outdoor concert series as a platform for
recognizing all Union County veterans.

The month of February began with a
good jobs report from the federal gov-
ernment, pointing the way to an opti-
mistic outlook. However, we will take
nothing for granted and we are more
determined than ever to chart a course
for long term economic stability by
focusing on the people who live, work
and do business in Union County.

A week ago I wrote a letter to the
editor about how I felt the media and
politicians have misled us about taxes,
specifically about how much tax is
paid on certain dividends. This week
another reader wrote a letter that ex-
actly proves this point.

The media spends an enormous ef-
fort on the overly politicized conflict
called carried interest. This code al-
lows an exception for Hedge Funds to
classify the character of their income
differently than most others. Hedge
Funds typically work for a percentage
of the funds profits. If the fund makes
a capital gain, the Hedge Fund re-
ceives part of that gain and pays tax on
it as a capital gain instead of earned
income such as wages. As another
letter explained, there are arguments
for and against this.

The media makes this the out to be
a broad-based egregious and dishon-
est scam by all rich people. And people
believe it. But in reality it is a tiny
macrocosm in our economy and is not
so financially relevant to the nation.
Ninety-nine point nine percent of
people that receive dividends prob-
ably don’t even know what the carried
rule is – let alone benefit from it!

By the way, many other professions
and groups have exceptions in the tax
code: real estate brokers, teachers, life
insurance salespeople, people work-
ing abroad, farmers, homeowners,
married couples with one earner. The
list can go on forever, but the media
doesn’t accuse them of being unpatri-
otic. They are inflaming emotions with
sensationalized extremes, and mislead-
ing the public that this is the cure to all
our woes.

The reality remains that corporate
profit gets taxed, then paid out in quali-
fied dividends and taxed again. In to-
tal, the Government benefits more from
qualified dividends than any other type
of income. This is the logical and
reasonable basis for the compromise

in our tax code – and there is nothing
wrong with it!

What’s further misleading is that
it’s not just rich people that benefit
from this. While people in the 25 to 35
percent brackets pay 15 percent on
qualified dividends, people in the 10
to 15 percent brackets pay zero tax on
them. A married couple with income
of $100,000 with a home and kids can
pay no (second level of) tax at all on
their qualified dividends. Retired
couples with Social Security and a
pension can pay no (second level of)
tax on qualified dividends. Has this
ever been in the headlines?

Regarding taxes, the media and poli-
ticians should instead focus their ef-
forts on the real problem, the one issue
that can actually save us: Our under-
ground economy and people who rou-
tinely and flagrantly violate the rules.
If you define paying your “fair” share
as living within the law, then here is
your enemy. There is mass
underreporting of income and over-
stating deductions on tax returns. But
it’s not enough to file your 1040 cor-
rectly. If a repairperson or someone
selling you a product offers you a
discount for cash, and you accept it,
you are a willing participant to the
problem. Some industries are so ille-
gitimate that honest business owners
can no longer compete, do things cor-
rectly, and stay in business at the same
time. The media and politicians should
focus on this instead of picking on
people playing by the rules.

Finally, if Joe takes a group out to
dinner the guests should say thank
you. It should follow then that if Joe
pays so much income tax that the
same guests don’t have to pay any – he
deserves thanks. I remain committed
that April 15 should be rich person
appreciation day. I know I’ll be thank-
ing people.

Bob Saunders
Westfield

The Westfield High School Con-
cert Choir and Bella Cora would like
to thank the community for their sup-
port and participation in the various
fundraisers that have been held since
November. The Westfield Christmas
tree disposal event on January 7 was
a huge success, thanks to 200 resi-
dents who registered for the service.

The group of about 60 students and
chaperones will travel throughout
Austria and Italy during spring break
to perform in Vienna, Salzburg, Flo-
rence, and Venice. They will also
visit Mozart’s birthplace in Salzburg,
take guided tours of Florence and
Venice, with a stop at the Doge’s

Palace. As the students diligently pre-
pare a 45-minute set to perform in
Europe, they would like to extend
their gratitude to the following busi-
nesses and organizations for the gen-
erous contribution, support and as-
sistance in raising funds to finance
the tour: The Gray Family Founda-
tion, Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra, Miele’s Greenhouse (Clark),
Shoprite, Stop & Shop, Casa di Pizza
(Westfield), Five Guys Burgers and
Fries (Westfield), Swirl Whirl Yogurt
Buffet (Westfield), and Chili’s Grill
and Bar Restaurant (Clark).

Angela Ko
Westfield

Letters to the EditorUnion County News

Al Mirabella, Chairman
Union County Freeholder Board

Putting People First Is Top
Initiative for County in ‘12

By Greg Ryan

A HIT...Westfield College
Men’s Club Fundraiser


