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County Clerk Rajoppi Reports Slight Gain
To $23 Mil. on Property Recordings

COUNTY — In her annual report
released last month, Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said the eco-
nomic recession continued to impact
the housing market and foreclosure
rate in the county in 2011.

For all property documents, there
was nearly a 6 percent decrease in
volume, from 72,705 to 68,511, how-
ever. This number also reflects a de-
crease in foreclosure recordings due
to a court-ordered moratorium on fore-
closures, Ms. Rajoppi reported. Pre-
foreclosures decreased to 601, a sig-
nificant decrease from 2010, while
there was a less noticeable drop in the
volume of new homes and commer-
cial properties recorded. Revenue de-
rived from property recordings, how-
ever, increased slightly from 2010 to
$23 million for 2011.

The county clerk’s electronic scan-
ning initiative, begun in 2007, grew
through the volume expansion of its
e-filing customer base. Thirty per-
cent of all discharge recordings and
10 percent of all assignment record-
ings are received through e-filing
which eliminates paper and adds to
the greening of the county, according
to the report. The county clerk’s prop-
erty website, a search engine for re-
corded documents, saw more than
1.5 million customers accessing
records on line in  2011.

Elections: Three elections were held
including the School Board Election in
April, the Primary Election in June and
the General Election in November.
There was only one recount for the
20th Legislative District in Elizabeth
and Roselle for the Primary Election.

One of the most significant trends
in the 2010 elections was the decrease
of the Vote-By-Mail General Election
permanent lists which declined from
8,000 in 2010 to 5,000 in 2011 due to
purge of voters who moved or died.
For the first time, applications for bal-
lots in the General Election were pro-
cessed at the Clerk’s satellite office at
the Westfield Annex.

Continuing a service started in 2011,
the 438 Sample Ballots for School
Board, Primary and General Elections
were placed on the Clerk’s website.
This approach, in addition to the mailed
sample ballot to every voter, insured
that all voters could view their ballot
on line and locate their polling place,
Ms. Rajoppi reported.

The Clerk initiated a new mail pro-
cedure for the mailing of sample bal-

lots called “Walk Sequence” which
saved $10,000 in mailing expenses.
As in past years, the Clerk opened the
offices on the Saturday preceding the
Primary and General Elections for
the convenience of voters.

Business Office: The Clerk’s busi-
ness office in Westfield expanded its
services beginning in January 2011.
The filing of inheritance tax waivers
is now available to residents in both
Westfield and Elizabeth along with
notary processing, trade name cer-
tificates, photographs, Passport and
Pass Card processing. New U.S. State
Department regulations, effective
April 1, required birth certificates to
state the name of the parents. This
new regulation required outreach to
customers through press releases and
the web.

Recording: Since its inception in
May 2010, the Union County Home-
less Trust Fund, initiated by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers, has collected a total of $282,267.
The fund provides for the collection
of a $3 surcharge for all recorded
documents in the county clerk’s of-
fice to be turned over to the county
for assistance to the homeless.

A major project utilizing staff in-
house was the scanning of construc-
tion liens to be added to the website.
This project was completed and will
allow viewers to research liens from
1994, when they were initiated, to the
present. Inheritance tax waivers from
1977 to present also were scanned by
staff in-house. Notary information
was indexed and scanned for internal
use by staff, according to the report.

2012 Initiatives:
 Recording: The in-house project to

scan documents back to 1977 will
continue allowing these paper records
to be accessed via the website and also
permit paper records to be archived
and/or destroyed in the public record
room. The record room will be
reconfigured to take into account the
removal of the books, which have
been scanned making it more cus-
tomer friendly. Ms. Rajoppi said in
her report that a major map project
will be initiated during the year to
place the indices of maps from 1977 to
present on the website along with an
order form for easier access for clients
and title searchers.

Business Office: An index for in-
heritance tax waivers will be com-
pleted and placed on-line. Outreach

Summit Man Named to
Lead Division of Law
TRENTON – Veteran litigator

Christopher Porrino of Summit has
been named director of the Division
of Law within the New Jersey’s At-
torney General’s office.

 He is expected to begin working in
his new position by the end of Febru-
ary. Mr. Porrino, 44, currently is a
member of Lowenstein Sandler PC
law firm where he co-led the firm’s
100-attorney litigation department.

The Division of Law represents the
state in all legal matters including
actions to enforce the law, defend
state statutes and protect state inter-
ests in contractual matters.

Mr. Porrino received his under-
graduate degree from Lehigh Uni-
versity in 1989, and his law degree
from Seton Hall University School of
Law in 1992. He is a member of the
Board of Trustees of the Summit
Speech School, a non-profit educa-
tional institution which serves deaf
and hard of hearing children. He  is
also a member of the New Jersey
Supreme Court’s Committee on
Model Civil Jury Charges.

Mr. Porrino and his wife, Christina
Shenouda, have two children.
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IT’S SO EASY...
• We plan a fun-filled day of savings and events

• We host a kick-off event and provide you 
with admission tickets to sell for $5 each 

• We offer ticket purchasers some of our best savings offers 
with the fewest exclusions of any Lord & Taylor savings pass! 

• Your group keeps ALL the ticket proceeds 

• Your group can earn even MORE in our contests
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AND APPLY TODAY!
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in our next event at our Westfield store Tuesday, May 1st

and apply at lordandtaylor.com/dogood

RAISE MONEY IN STYLE
LOCAL NON-PROFIT GROUPS RAISED 

A COMBINED TOTAL OF OVER $585,000 LAST YEAR

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience
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The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldtoday.com/rotary

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
MOVING UP...Nicole DiRado of Union is sworn in as Deputy Clerk of Union
County by state Superior Court Judge Karen Cassidy, the assignment judge for
Union County, on February 1 at the Union County Courthouse in Elizabeth.
Holding the Bible is her husband, Matthew, and their son, Matty. Mrs. Dirado has
worked for county 11 years, the last six as clerk to the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders. She replaces Al Falcone who has retired.

WF’s Dr. Rock Named to Med. Examiners Bd.
WESTFIELD — Dr. Joel J. Rock

of Westfield has been appointed by
Governor Chris Christie to the New
Jersey Board of Medical Examiners.

Dr. Rock is a 1970 graduate of the
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic

Medicine. He is an anesthesiologist
at JFK Medical Center in Edison.

He has been practicing medicine
since 1981 and completed his resi-
dency and internship at U.S. Public
Service Hospital in Staten Island.

efforts including Passport Fairs will
be expanded to include area hospi-
tals, higher educational institutions,
area high schools and local fairs.
EMS ID Cards will be a continued
service to volunteers in all munici-
palities.

Elections: Expanded voting ser-
vices will be conducted in the
Westfield satellite office to assist vot-
ers with Vote-By-Mail applications
for the School Board, Primary and
General Elections. Due to the in-
creased voter participation in a Presi-
dential year, it is expected the de-
mand for Vote-By Mail will increase
significantly. With an increase in voter
registration, it is estimated that there
will be an additional $8,000 savings
in mailing sample ballots.

The County Clerk’s election func-
tions will increase in 2012 with the
passage of legislation permitting
school boards to move their elections
to November. The Clerk will now act
as the filing agency for school candi-
dates, conduct drawings, hear objec-
tions and design the ballot.


