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By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee, on Monday
evening, took the first step in
offering a choice to its residents to
decide whether to change the
township’s charter and form of
government by adopting an ordi-
nance on final reading by a 3-2
vote.

Right now, the committee is com-
prised of five elected officials, who
each serve for three years, and
decide who will preside as mayor.
A new form of government would,
or could, allow residents to vote
directly for their mayor.

Committeemen Kevin Campbell
and Edward O’Malley, both Demo-
crats, voted against the ordinance,
while Republicans Lisa Adubato,
Andis Kalnins and Mayor David
Robinson voted to put the ques-
tion on the 2013 General Election
ballot.

“This is an important question.
But at this time, we’re just getting
over (Hurricane) Sandy and we’re
still getting over (Hurricane)
Irene,” Mr. Campbell said. “More
power to bureaucracy? More power
to a stronger mayor? There are
some pros and cons. Our form of
government has done a very good
job. This is a good form of govern-
ment for this size town.”

Ms. Adubato, who introduced
the ordinance, said, “It is not a
change of government. It is a
question to the residents. They
have a right to vote on it. It has
been my experience that this form
of government does not give us a
chance to follow through.”

Mr. Kalnins said, “We are the
127th largest town in New Jersey;
as Lisa said, this is the time to get
this thing done. The question will
provide guidance. Which form of
government goes with which com-

munity? There are forms within
this government. It’s up to the
people to decide.”

Mayor Robinson said, “Many
people who grew up in this town
ask if the mayor is a full-time job.
In 2008, I voted in favor of it. They
(the voters) can choose any kind
of government they want. Do they
want a change? We have to get a
high percentage of voters to want
to put it on the ballot. I served as
mayor two times. You have four
months to get anything done.
There is little or no accountabil-
ity.”

With the ordinance adopted, the
following will appear on the No-
vember 5, 2013 ballot: “Shall a
charter commission be elected
to study the charter of the Town-
ship of Cranford to consider a new
charter, or improvements in the
present charter, and to make rec-
ommendations? Regardless of
your vote on the foregoing ques-
tion of whether or not to elect a
charter commission, please vote
for five members to serve as char-
ter study commissioners. The five
candidates polling the most votes
shall be elected to serve as char-
ter study commissioners, only if a
majority of those voting approve
the creation of the commission.”

Liz Sweeney, of Wadsworth Ter-
race, asked the committee how
much a charter commission would
cost. Mayor Robinson said, “The
cost is minimal, about $110,000.”

Mayor Robinson presided over
the last public meeting of the
year, and the end of his term as a
committeeman. He did not seek
re-election in November. Mr.
Robinson has served on the com-
mittee for six years. Tom Hannen,
a newly elected Democratic com-
mitteeman, attended Monday’s
meeting.

Marty McGowan, a Cranford

Garwood Bd. OKs Cert. for
Two-Family Home on Beech

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s
zoning board approved, by a 6-
1 vote last Wednesday, Darcy
Wepprecht’s application for a
certificate of non-conformity for
a pre-existing, non-conform-
ing two-family house at 509
Beech Avenue owned by her
mother Judith Labassi. Ms.
Wepprecht is in the process of
buying the home from her mom.

The original deed of the house
does not state it is a two-family
home, Ms. Wepprecht said.

Ms. Wepprecht, 44, said she
grew up in the home and has
rented the second floor for the
last 13 years. Her mother had
resided on the first floor during
that time. In the last two
months, Ms. Wepprecht has
been living on the first floor
while her mother has moved to
Florida. The second floor is cur-
rently vacant and is being pre-
pared to be rented out again.

She said when her grandpar-
ents built the home in the 1940s
it was constructed as a two-
family home. Any documenta-
tion that could prove this was
stored in the Cranford Munici-
pal Building and the documents

were destroyed in last year’s
flooding from Hurricane Irene.

She provided the board with
a re-evaluation tax form from
1984 that states the property
was a two-unit dwelling, and
provided photos of separate
utility meters for the first and
second floors.

Zoning board members said
they thought the area was re-
zoned in 1973 from a two-fam-
ily zone to a one-family zone,
but the borough clerk had not
provided the documents as of
Wednesday, at the request of
the board, to verify that was
the year.

Board members Stephen
Greet and Robert Pender both
commented that they had
known this house to be a two-
family house. Mr. Pender said
in the 1960s and 1970s he had
visited the home, and Mr. Greet
said in the 1990s he knew the
tenant at the time.

Recently, the board has heard
a number of applications for
certificates of non-conformity,
and the borough council has
discussed how to handle noti-
fying the public of the areas
that have been rezoned as one-
family.

During public comments, resi-
dent Al Delconte said to the
board, “trying to dig up paper-

Bonardi Earns Award
Of Excellence

GARWOOD – Dante Bonardi of
Garwood was presented with an
Award of Excellence for his ab-
stract painting entitled “Lilies” at
the New Jersey Water Color
Society’s annual Associate mem-
bers Exhibit reception. The ex-
hibit can be seen at the
Morristown Community Theater,
located at 100 South Street in
Morristown, now through Tues-
day, January 22.

In bestowing the award, the
exhibit judges cited Mr. Bonardi’s
painting for its “complementary
colors, great texture and good
design that allows the lilies to be
seen even thought they are ab-
stract.”

The New Jersey Water Color
Society was formed in 1938 and
has over 150 elected members
and over 200 associate mem-
bers. For more information, visit
www.njwcs.org.

resident, urged the committee
to introduce a resolution sup-
porting the New Jersey Coalition
to Overturn Citizens United. Mr.
McGowan said Citizens United
allows corporations to give “un-
fettered money” for political pur-
poses. There was no response
by the committee to his request.

Mayor Robinson thanked the
committee for its cooperation.
He also thanked Eric Mason, the
acting business administrator
and police chief, for the work he
has done. He additionally
thanked Philip Morin, township
attorney, for his work repre-
senting Cranford.

Cranford to Put Question On
Ballot to Change Government Form
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