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Westfield Foundation Posts
Fourth Qr. Grant Recipients
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Foundation has continued to give
back to Westfield and its surround-
ing communities by approving more
than $32,000 in grants funds.
Projects include emergency relief
due to Superstorm Sandy; musical
performances; improvements to
homes for the disabled; job training
and scholarships.

A local community foundation in
existence since 1975, the Westfield
Foundation was established as an
institution determined to enhance
and enrich the lives of those in and
around Westfield. The Foundation
favors grants for programs or
projects that focus primarily on the
community of Westfield or groups
serving the Westfield community.

The fourth-quarter recipients in-
clude: Community Access Unlimited,
New Jersey Intergenerational Orches-
tra, St. Joseph Social Service Center,
Union County College Foundation and
the Westfield Food Pantry. For 2012,
the Foundation granted $225,000 to
42 area programs and agencies in the
areas of social services, the arts, edu-
cation, health and civic needs.

The founders of the Westfield
Foundation strongly believed,

“Communities endure, but their
needs change. What a better way to
address the evolving needs of a com-
munity over time, than for people to
create a pool of funds that will last
forever,” according to a statement
by the Foundation.

The Foundation’s work continues
today, with more than $4 million
having been distributed over the
years. With the support of the com-
munity, the Foundation continues to
provide agencies and programs in
need with financial assistance.

Tax-deductible donations made by
local residents allow the Foundation
to keep thriving and giving back
right at home. The Foundation’s
funds are professionally invested,
and the income generated is granted
to carefully screened applicants
throughout the year.

Anyone wishing to donate to the
Westfield Foundation, or in need of
more information about the Founda-
tion, is invited to visit
thewestfieldfoundation.com. For in-
formation about making a donation or
creating a “family legacy,” contact
Betsy Chance, executive director, by
e-mail at foundation@westfieldnj.com
or by calling (908) 233-9787.
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– Obituaries –Olga Rabke, 79, Italian Professoressa;
Was Proud Grandmother of Nine

Olga (Marinelli) Rabke of Scotch
Plains died at her home on Tuesday,
December 11, 2012. She was 79.

Born and raised in Campobasso,
Italy, she came to the United States
when she was 22. A Scotch Plains
resident for 47 years, she previously
lived in Jersey City and Union.

Olga is survived by her husband of
52 years, Harold Rabke; son, Karl
Rabke, and his wife, Lisa, of
Bridgewater, N.J., and daughters,
Claudia and her husband, Kevin
Cronin, of Newton, Mass. and Marisa
and her husband, Sean Huban, of
Fairfield, Conn. Olga also was the
proudest grandmother ever of nine
grandchildren: Alex and Theo Rabke;
Terence, Christopher Lee, Emily and
Jennifer Ida Cronin; Sean-Michael,
Isabella and Mick Huban. She also is

survived by her sister, Marisa Zarrilli,
and was predeceased by her brother,
Libero Marinelli.

Olga was an Italian Professoressa
for ages 2 through 92. She loved
people and brought joy to many stu-
dents and friends. She loved the the-
ater and appeared onstage in Man-
hattan. She was a member of the
Italian Teachers Association of New
Jersey, Thum Ballroom Dance Club,
L’Angoletto Italiano and Petite Coin
de France. She loved to wear hats. To
honor her spirit, friends are invited to
wear their favorite hat on a special
occasion in memory of her.

The family is planning a memorial
service. To send condolences or for
further information, go to
www.bradleyfuneralhomes.com.
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‘Y’ Offers Winter Classes,
Party, Sports Open House

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” has announced that its Winter
Session will run January 6 through
March 2, 2013. Registration currently
is underway. New programs this ses-
sion will include: Cancer Exercise
Program, Field Hockey, Swimmers
Dryland Training, Teen Water Run-
ning, Track Off-Season Conditioning,
Teen Zumba and Track Conditioning.

“It’s Everybody’s Birthday Party”
will be held on Saturday, December
29, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Main “Y”
Facility, located at 220 Clark Street
in Westfield. Families with children
ages 10 and under can enjoy an ob-
stacle course and moon bounce
inflatables, tattooing, crafts and
swimming in the Rooke Pool. Snacks
and drinks will be included in the $20
per family fee. Proceeds will benefit
the Y’s Strong Kids Campaign. Raffle
tickets for a basket also will be avail-

able to purchase.
A Sports Open House will take place

on Sunday, January 6, from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free and open to the
community, this event will feature a
climbing wall, class samplers and give-
aways, among other offerings.

In an effort to keep families engaged
and active in pursuing a healthy lifestyle,
the “Y” will be open from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. on New Year’s Day, Tuesday, Janu-
ary 1. The first 500 visitors will receive
a free gift. It will be a free guest day, so
individuals are invited to bring a friend.
There will be free TRX classes at noon
and 1 p.m. (each session is limited to 12
participants) and 25 percent off Per-
sonal Training Session Packages (limit
of one per person). This offer is valid on
January 1, 2013 only and sessions will
expire on March 31, 2013.

To learn more about Westfield Area
“Y” programs, visit westfieldynj.org.

Jeffrey Connolly, 61
Jeffrey Connolly, 61, of Westfield

passed away on Saturday, November
24, 2012, in Raleigh, N.C.

Born in Washington, D.C., Mr.
Connolly resided in Westfield since
2002. He had been employed as a
director of human resources for
HSBC Bank and previously with
Washington Mutual, Southeastern
Freight Lines and The Hartford In-
surance Company.

He was an active member of local
tennis and volleyball clubs and
coached various Westfield Recreation
Department youth softball, baseball
and basketball teams.

He is survived by his children,
Zachary and Elizabeth.

Funeral services will be held on
Thursday, January 3, 2013, at 2 p.m.
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 414
East Broad Street, Westfield, N.J.
Cremation took place at Cremation
Society of the Carolinas, Raleigh,
N.C. Condolences may be posted at
www.cremationsocietync.com.
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Amy E. Sullivan, 51
Amy Elizabeth Sullivan, 51, died

at her home in Asbury Park on Thurs-
day, December 13.

She was born March 4, 1961 in
Scituate, Mass., and the family moved
to Westfield, N.J. in 1966. Amy at-
tended Westfield Public Schools and
Brookdale Community College in
Lincroft, where she studied elemen-
tary education. She loved children and
worked in day care for many years.

Amy is predeceased by her parents,
Mary Ellen and John W. Sullivan. She
is survived by her sisters, Eleanor of
Chatham, N.J. and Susanna of
Hightstown, N.J.; her brother, John of
Stamford, Conn., his wife, Anne, their
children, John, and Grace; her brother,
Matthew, of Navesink, N.J., his wife,
Colleen, their children, Matthew and
Michael; her brother, Bartholomew,
his wife, Carmen, and their daughter,
Mariah, of Tampa, Fla.

Services will be private. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made in
Amy’s memory to the Hurricane
Sandy New Jersey Relief Fund, in an
effort to restore her beloved Jersey
Shore to its glory days: https://
sandynjrelieffund.org/index.html.

December 20, 2012

Gordon Dean Specht, 85, Exxon Retiree;
Active in Scouting and Power Squadron

FOUNDATION DONATION…The Westfield Foundation made an unsolicited
donation of $10,000 November 27 to the Westfield Food Pantry, located at the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School. The Food Pantry lost power for a week
following Superstorm Sandy, resulting in the loss of perishable food in its
refrigerator and freezer. Pictured, from left to right, are: Foundation Trustee
Ray Kostyack and volunteers Bill Crandall, Tom Conheeney and Dick Gottlick.

Gordon Dean Specht of Santa Bar-
bara, Calif. passed away on Tuesday,
December 4, 2012, at Santa Barbara
Cottage Hospital after a valiant eight-
year battle with congestive heart fail-
ure. He was 85 years old.
His eternal optimism and
positive attitude was an
inspiration and comfort
to his family.

He is survived by
Cora, his wife of 60
years; his daughter,
Mary Gilmour (Jim) of
Santa Barbara; his son,
Grant Specht (Louise) of
Camarillo, Calif., and
four grandchildren,
Ryan, Jaime, Dylan and
Shane.

Gordon was born on June 3, 1927
to Dr. Rube W. and Gladys Specht in
Gamer, Iowa. He was active in the
Boy Scouts and received his Eagle
Scout Award. He served in the Army
in World War II and also during the
Korean War. In Korea, as a combat
engineering officer, he was decorated
with the Bronze Star medal.

He received a Bachelor of Science
degree in Chemical Engineering from
Iowa State University and a master’s
degree from Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (M.I.T.) in the same
subject. He was elected to a number
of national honor societies, includ-
ing Tau Beta Pi, Phi Lambda Upsilon
and Phi Kappa Phi.

Gordon worked for Exxon for his
entire 33-year career. At the Bayway
Refinery in New Jersey, he was man-

ager of several divisions, including
Engineering Services, Systems Ser-
vices and Chemicals Coordination.
In New York City, he managed the

Systems Department of
Enjay Chemical, Exxon’s
U.S.-based chemical
company. Finally, he
served as Associate Con-
sultant of an Exxon head-
quarters corporate depart-
ment that coordinated its
worldwide computing
activities. He retired in
1986.

In retirement, Gordon
devoted his time to the
Boy Scouts and the U.S.
Power Squadron. He was
involved in Scouting for

over 30 years, including serving as
assistant scoutmaster for a troop in
Westfield, N.J. Gordon also enjoyed
teaching celestial navigation courses
through the U.S. Power Squadron in
both New Jersey and later in Santa
Barbara.

He is remembered by his family as
an avid outdoorsman who loved na-
tional parks, whitewater canoeing,
swimming, sailing, hiking, as-
tronomy, reading at the beach, sun-
shine and being with his family. Gor-
don was an extremely generous man
with a keen sense of humor. He also
was a man with a strong faith in God.
He was a 50-year member of the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield, N.J. and later a member of
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in
Santa Barbara.

Arrangements were by Welch-
Ryce-Haider Funeral Chapels of
Santa Barbara.
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Gordon D. Specht

Dr. Robert A. Fuller
Dr. Robert Arthur “Bob” Fuller

passed away peacefully at his home
on Friday, December 14, 2012, from
complications related to dementia.

Predeceased by his wife,
Maureen, in 1993, he is survived by
his conjoint, Marguerita Delaney;
his son, Tom (Karen), and his daugh-
ters, Barbara (Jim Biagi) and Lynn
(Dan Elman). He also will be fondly
remembered by his grandchildren,
Hayley and Scott Fuller, Kelly and
Janine Biagi and Breanna Elman.

A funeral service will be held in
the chapel of the Trull Funeral Home
and Cremation Centre, 2704 Yonge
Street (five blocks south of
Lawrence Avenue), Toronto,
Ontario, Canada, today, Thursday,
December 20, at 1 p.m. Cremation
will follow.

Bob was surrounded by a special
team of caregivers, and the family
would like to thank Dr. Frank Loritz
and Dr. V. Lee, Madeline, Chris-
tine, Raisel, Greg and Dennis, along
with the dedicated staff at the Sprint
Day Program. In lieu of flowers, in
memoriam donations may be made
to either SPRINT or the Alzheimer’s
Association. Online condolences
may be made at
www.trullfuneralsyonge.com.
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Richard Koski, 85, Veteran; Worked
In Petroleum, Pharmaceutical Fields

Richard G. “Dick” Koski, 85, of
Westfield passed away on Satur-
day, December 15, 2012, at Over-
look Medical Center in Summit.

Mr. Koski was born
in Brooklyn, N.Y. and
raised in Staten Island,
N.Y. He was a Westfield
resident for 53 years and
a graduate of Wagner
College with a Bachelor
of Science degree in
Chemistry. Dick was a
member of the Ameri-
can Chemical Society
for over 50 years.

During his career, he
worked in the fields of
petroleum, pharmaceu-
tical, and electrochem-
istry for M.W. Kellogg and Bristol-
Myers Squibb.

Mr. Koski served in the U.S.
Navy during World War II and the
Korean Conflict. He was a mem-
ber of American Legion Post No. 3
of Westfield for over 20 years. He
served as the Sergeant of Arms and
was selected as the Grand Marshal
for the Westfield Memorial Day
Parade in 2009.

Dick enjoyed fishing and bowl-
ing for many years.

He is survived by his loving wife
of 60 years, Gloria K. (née Costa)
Koski; son, Col. Richard A. Koski
of Alabama; daughter, Jill A.

Omura of Randolph, N.J.; son,
Andrew R. Koski of Westfield, and
his grandchildren, Michael I.
Omura, Jr. of Randolph, N.J. and

Amber N. Koski of Lon-
don, England.

Richard’s Celebration
of Life and Memorial
Service will be held at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday,
December 22, 2012, at
St.  Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield,
with interment to follow
in the Garth.

Arrangements are by
the Gray Funeral Home
of Westfield
(www.grayfuneralhomes.com
to offer condolences).

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Westfield Rescue
Squad.

December 20, 2012

Temple to Commence
New Mothers Group
AREA – A group for mothers

and babies from birth to eight months
is being formed at Temple Beth
Ahm Yisrael, located at 60 Temple
Drive in Springfield. Small weekly
groups will meet on Thursdays,
January 10 through February 14,
from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. at the
temple.

In a supportive environment, par-
ticipants will have an opportunity
to share experiences, gather re-
sources, ask questions and bring
more calm to the adjustment to
motherhood. Topics will include
helping a baby get to sleep so moth-
ers can, too; establishing eating
and sleeping patterns; calming a
crying baby; fostering attachment;
learning how to relax and enjoy the
moment, and sorting through “the
experts’” advice.

Coffee and snacks will be pro-
vided. For more information, contact
Bethsandweiss@verizon.net.
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By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir. Youth & Family Counseling Service

Acts of Kindness Reflect
Christmas Spirit All Year

Recently, on the Internet, the
world was in awe of a “random”
act of kindness by a New York
City police officer. The emotional
picture showed an officer giving a
homeless man a pair of boots, ac-
tually kneeling down beside the
man to put them on him. A tourist
caught the photo, and it was on
the Internet instantly and talked
about for days, even weeks later.

The Hurricane Sandy victims
have been receiving help and sup-
port from around the world for the
last few months. A huge benefit
concert on 12/12/12 to raise
money was a well-publicized,
well-received event. Other orga-
nizations and individuals have
made countless donations of items
and time to help the victims of
this disaster. Video clips in the
news and other programs showed
people making extraordinary do-
nations of time, love and support:
just to help someone else, a
stranger. People of all ages, back-
grounds, races and social status
were moved to take action and
help anyway they could.

There are local churches, orga-
nizations, community centers of-
fering charitable services all year
round. Food drives, blood drives,
char i table  runs  for  cancer,
Parkinson, and Alzheimer’s hap-
pen daily and worldwide.

And so…this is Christmas!

This is reality. People do help
other people. Many nameless
people, as well as famous celebri-
ties, do good deeds all year long.
The Christmas Spirit of giving, lov-
ing, caring and sharing of yourself
is human nature. Humanitarian and
Nobel Prize author Pearl Buck
wrote “my knowledge of people
compels me to believe that the nor-
mal human heart is born good.”

And so…this is Christmas!
Christmas time seems to peak

these efforts. Christmas is not
about gifts and crowded malls and
parties so much as a state of mind;
it’s an intangible, a feeling of
hope, joy, giving and love. Christ-
mas is love in action. Every time
we love, every time we give, it’s
Christmas (Dale Evans).

And so…this is Christmas!
Let’s take the time to pray for

those suffering and in need. Let’s
give a hand to someone struggling
with our hearts, with our time, with
our care and concern. Let’s all keep
the Christmas Spirit alive by lov-
ing others. By the way…we don’t
need to wait for Christmas time;
we have this choice all year long.
Merry Christmas!

* * *
Carol M. Pedro is a licensed

therapist at Youth and Family
Counseling Service, 233 Prospect
Street, Westfield, N.J.; (908) 233-
2042; Website: yfcsnj.org.

FCC Announces
Christmas Services

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church invites visitors
to celebrate Christmas week with
five different services beginning
this Sunday, December 23, at 10
a.m. and continuing through Sun-
day, December 30, in the sanctu-
ary at  125 Elmer Street  in
Westfield.

On Monday, December 24,
Christmas Eve services will begin
at 5 p.m. with the annual children’s
pageant. This year’s original pro-
duction, entitled “When Christmas
Came,” is about a present-day pag-
eant that almost did not occur when
a snowstorm falls on Christmas
Eve. At 10 p.m., there will be a
traditional candlelight service of
scripture, song and story.

Christmas morning will be cel-
ebrated on December 25 with a 10
a.m. worship service. A family-
style worship celebration on Sun-
day, December 30, at 10 a.m. will
feature scripture readings and an
old-fashioned carol sing.

First Congregational Church is a
member of the United Church of
Christ. The sanctuary is accessible
by a wheelchair ramp and offers
infrared listening devices for the
hearing impaired. For additional
information, call (908) 233-2494
or visit fccofwestfield.org.

Richard G. Koski

Frances Kanerva, 89, Cherished Family;
Talented Pianist and Music Teacher

Frances Marie Kanerva (née
Krueger), 89, of Scotch Plains passed
away on Saturday, December 15,
2012, at Manor Care in New Provi-
dence.

Born and raised in New Rochelle,
N.Y., she had lived there before mov-
ing to Scotch Plains in 1965.

Frances worked as a dental assis-
tant before devoting her time to her
family as a homemaker. She loved
music and was a semi-professional
pianist and music teacher. She also
was a member and past president of
the Gardenaires Club.

She spent years selflessly caring for
her beloved husband of 63 years, Leo
H. Kanerva, who died in October 2011.

Surviving is her daughter, Jean
Kanerva Farnworth; her brother,
Arnold Krueger; two nephews, Kevin
and Todd Krueger, and her niece,
Corynn Shaw.

Visitation will be tomorrow, Fri-
day, December 21, from 11 a.m. to
noon at the Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue, Fanwood. A ser-
vice will begin at noon. Interment
will follow at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Those who wish may make memo-
rial donations to a charity of their
choice. For additional information or
to sign the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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HELPING OTHERS…Morgan Eng,
11 years old, marked the beginning of
middle school by donating 22 inches
of hair to Locks of Love. Nancy
Nahaczewski of Guillotine in Westfield
cut Morgan’s hair on October 6. Mor-
gan also donated all the gifts from her
eight-year birthday party to Liam’s
Room.


