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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

John Balboni (160) BrearleyGavin Murray (138) Cranford Cougars Anthony Tufaro (Hwt) SPF RaidersColin Barber (160) Westfield Jon Mele (120) Governor LivingstonAJ Iarussii (195/220) Summit

Union County Matmen Juggling Lineups to Get Proper Fit

Matt Barber (132)
Westfield Blue Devils

John DeVito (113)
R. Park Panthers

Phil Woods (170)
R. Park Panthers

Anthony Rice (132)
Brearley

Nick DeMarco (113)
Brearley

Jeff Weiss (220)
Cranford Cougars

Cory Markovitch
(170) Cranford

Brian Lapham (132)
SPF Raiders

JT Beirne (113)
SPF Raiders

Ed Olenick (220)
ALJ Crusaders

Brian Mooney (126)
ALJ Crusaders

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Several teams are in the process of
juggling their lineups in an attempt to
find the proper fit by tournament
time, but a few already appear to have
what it takes to climb to the top rungs
of the Union County ladder.

Westfield Blue Devils:
The Blue Devils finished 20-6,

graduated several good wrestlers and
could have another fine season if they
can work a few competitors into the
right weight classes.

“As a team, one thing we are going
to do better than
we did last year
is to make sure
that our first pri-
ority is how we
are living our
lives off the mat
in addition to on
the mat. What we
will do before we

talk about technique and lineup, is to
make sure everyone gets into the cul-
ture of doing the right thing,” Head
Coach Glen Kurz said.

Matt Barber (jr – 132): Fourth in
UCT, third in district, finished 20-16

Nick Rotondo (sr – 145): Second
in UCT. Finished 17-2

Colin Barber (sr – 160): Third in
UCT, third in Region 3 and finished
33-6.

Brian Bulger (sr – 170): Fourth in
UCT, third in district, finished 25-9.

Nick Velez (jr – 138): Finished
18-10

Kyle Kania (sr – hwt): Third in
UCT, second in district, finished 27-
13

Roselle Park:
The Panthers presented a young

team last year that has matured into a
solid group of competitors.

“Entering my 11th season, coming
off a season that
was filled with
s o p h o m o r e s ,
leading into this
year is a solid
nucleus of jun-
iors, some good
leadership from
our senior class
and a good group

of sophomores and some competi-
tive freshmen.
We are excited,”
Coach John
Ranieri said.

Phil Woods
(jr. – 170):
Fourth in UCT,
second in dis-
trict, finished 21-
14.

Steve Loevsky (jr – 160): Fifth
UCT, second in district, finished 23-
14.

John DeVito (sr – 113): Third
UCT, first district and third in region,
finished 33-7.

Vinny Picarrelli (sr – 220): Sec-
ond in district, finished 22-12.

Andy Santamaria (so – 120):
Fourth UCT, third in district, finished
19-17.

Panthers to watch: – Hugo Parraga
(jr – 106), Matt Swain (jr – 132),
Bobby Vail (jr – 138), Marc Signorello
(jr – 195).

Brearley:
Head Coach Scot Weaver will not

be alone when he makes the trip to
AC this year with four returning state
qualifiers, which includes senior
Anthony Rice, who made the trip his

sophomore season but was sidelined
last year with an injury.

“We are opti-
mistic about this
year’s team. We
have a lot of
strong, future
college wres-
tlers. We have a
few holes, but we
feel confident
that we can fill

them with these younger kids.”
John Balboni (sr – 160): First

UCT, district and region, eighth in
NJSIAA, finished 34-7.

Joe Balboni
(jr – 170): First
UCT, district and
region, finished
32-7.

Anthony Rice
(sr – 132): In-
jured junior
year. Sopho-
more year – first

UCT and second in region at 125,
finished 21-5.

Nick DeMarco (jr – 113): First
UCT, second in
district and re-
gion, finished
28-13.

Jeff Velez (so
– 182): Third
UCT, first dis-
trict, fourth in
region, finished
28-10.

Cranford:
The Cougars have a very experi-

enced lineup, especially in the upper
six weight classes.

“We have a lot of seniors in the
lineup. Up and down the lineup, we

are pretty solid,” Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.

Jim Dwyer
(sr – 160): Third
in district, fin-
ished 9-4.

Jeff Weiss (sr
– 220): Second
in UCT, second
in district, fin-
ished 24-14.

Rob Kessler (sr – 182): Fourth
year varsity, third in district, finished
17-14.

Cory Markovitch (sr – 170): Sec-
ond in district, finished 27-10

Gavin Murray
(so – 138): Third
in UCT, second in
district, finished
29-8.

Look out for
Cory Birch (jr –
145) and Chase
Gunther (fr –
106).

Scotch Plains-Fanwood:
The Raiders had a banner, 21-3

season last year but have graduated a
host of good wrestlers.

“We are likely to have three or four
sophomores in the starting lineup,

two to three jun-
iors and only a
handful of se-
niors. We are
young, but I feel
c o m f o r t a b l e
with the young
kids we have,”
Coach TJ Gavor
said.

Anthony Tufaro (sr –hwt): First
UCT, first Region 3, eighth in state,
finished 33-5 and had 77-29 career
record.

Dom Natale
(jr – 138): Injured
end of season,
third in UCT, fin-
ished 19-8.

Brian Lapham
(so – 132): Third
in UCT, third in
district, finished
32-8.

Tom Cunningham (so – 120):
Third in UCT, third in district, fin-
ished 20-14

JT Beirne (so – 113): Third in
district, finished 23-14.

A. L. Johnson Crusaders:
The Crusaders have 26 wrestlers in

the room and appear to be on the

verge of building the program.
“We are very young with 14 fresh-

men. We only graduated three, but
they had 77 wins among them. We
are building. We hope they stay and

have a big group
coming in next
year. This year,
we have Ed
Olenick, Brian
Mooney and
Charlie Hudak,
who are going to
step up and do
what they are

supposed to do,” Head Coach Rick
Ortega said.

Ed Olenick (sr – 220): Third in
District 12, finished 28-9.

Brian Mooney (sr – 126): Third in
District 12, finished 18-16.

Charlie Hudak (so – 120): Third
in District 12, finished 21-4.

“We have a tough district, and
Hudak as a freshman, that’s a good
fete. Mooney went to the regions and
so did Olenick, so I’m hoping since
they got their feet wet now we are
looking for them to get to states.”

Governor Livingston:
The Highlanders have some open
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D. ELLIOTT 11 PTs, KANE, TORESCO 10; FEDORCHAK 22

Blue Devil Boys Roll in 4th,
Stop Cougar Cagers, 62-50

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong play from its bench helped
the Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team to surge in the second
quarter and, especially, in the fourth
to overcome the Cranford Cougars,
62-50, in Cranford on December 14.

Co-Captains Scott Toresco and
Keegan Hess ran into foul trouble,
but Chris Sweeney, Sean Elliott,
Quinn Dursee and Nick Mele came
off the bench and not only hung tough
on defense, but also combined for 19
points to keep the momentum in the
Blue Devils’ favor.

Blue Devil junior Dylan Elliott
bucketed 11 points, including a pair
of 3-pointers, and he did manage to
pull three boards and add a steal.
Senior Scott Toresco put in 10 points
and grabbed five rebounds, and
sophomore point guard Danny
Mitchell (3 rebounds, 3 assists) took
control, especially in the second half
and scored all nine of his points dur-
ing that time.

“I thought we played really well.
When I was in foul trouble, our
bench came in and picked it up.
Danny Mitchell played an excellent
game, and our bench was amazing,”

Toresco said.
“I saw that we had some good

chemistry going on. We got into foul
trouble with our two captains, so our
bench helped us out with our playing.
We did well, but we still have room
for improvement,” Elliott said.

Hess, who had three steals and
three rebounds, scored all five of his
points in the first half. Junior David
Kane scored eight points in the sec-
ond half. Sean Elliott finished with
six points, Mele had four, Dursee had
three and Sweeney sank six.

The Cougars also ran into foul
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TO THE BASKET…Blue Devil David Kane, No. 35, drives to the basket as Cougar John Oblachinski tightens
up on defense in Cranford on December 14. The Blue Devils had strong second and fourth quarters to win, 62-50.

Have a Very
Merry Christmas!


