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Joyeux
Noël

 
Your  friends  at  Allstate  wish  you  the  best
this  holiday  season  and  look  forward  to
serving you in 2013.

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Happy Holidays From
Our Good Hands®

To Yours.

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater,
New Jersey.  © 2012 Allstate Insurance Company.

30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Atlantic Healthy Lifestyles

Integrative Medicine Centers

357 Springfield Avenue • Summit, NJ • 908-598-7997

At Atlantic Healthy Lifestyles Integrative Medicine Center in Summit, our expert practitioners 

combine mind-body therapies with modern medical knowledge to deliver programs that 

can improve your health and make everyday life more rewarding and satisfying.

THE PERFECT COMPLEMENT  

TO TRADITIONAL MEDICINE.

Schedule an appointment by calling 908-598-7997

Treat Your Mind, Body, and Spirit
Our Full List of Services Includes:  

Massage (one-hour session $55)

Holistic Health  

   and Life Assessments ($70)

Nutritional Assessment 

   and Counseling ($55)

Lifestyle Coaching ($55)

Strength Training ($65)

Acupuncture (call for pricing)

CranioSacral Treatment ($55)

Jin Shin Jyutsu ($55)

Reflexology ($55)

Classes Include: 

Yoga ($10 & $15)

Zumba ($10)

Nia ($10)

Meditation ($10)

Group Strength  

   Training ($35)

Gift certificates  

are available.

Former Secret Service Agents Offer
School Security Guidelines

WESTFIELD – Over the last sev-
eral years, former Secret Service
Agents, Tom Sloan of Westfield and
Gerry Cavis of Orlando, Fla. and
Chicago, Ill., have developed school-
security programs as a community
project.

They have presented their work,
free of charge, to more than 30 schools
in New Jersey and Wisconsin. They
have worked with four schools lo-
cally, including ones in Cranford and
Roselle.

They offer to make it available to
anyone with interest.

Mr. Sloan told The Westfield Leader,
“Personally, I have shared it with
numerous schools near my commu-

nity to help build a security plan. We
never asked money for it, and won’t.
We make it available to anyone with
interest to have it as a resource. We
did the program with students as the
target audience, and then with teach-
ers as the audience. Both worked. It
may help to complement an existing
school-security program or help be-
gin one. Its purpose is to prompt folks
to think about security issues from A
to Z in a way that is more than just a
checklist.”

Their guidelines can be down-
loaded at www.goleader.com/fea-
tures/security/.

To reach Mr. Sloan, please e-mail
editor@goleader.com.

township committee.
Scotch Plains Municipal Judge An-

tonio Inacio, who also serves as judge
in Clark and Garwood, was reappointed
last year to a term that runs through
April of 2015.

Fanwood will see two new borough
council members, Dan Levine and Jack
Molenaar, sworn in at the borough’s
reorganization meeting on January 1 at
noon, giving Democrats a 5-1 edge on
the council in addition to Mayor Col-
leen Mahr. The last three years saw a 3-
3 council split between Democrats and
Republicans; former police chief An-
thony Parenti will now be the lone
Republican on the council.

In terms of appointments, Judge
Susan MacMullen, the wife of former
Union County Manager Michael
Lapolla, has a year remaining on her
three-year appointment. She was not
reappointed as judge in Garwood when

Republicans took the mayor’s office,
creating a 3-3 split with Democrats on
the council in 2010.

The Cranford township committee
will once again see a switch in politics
as Democrats assume the majority in
January on the five-member commit-
tee, with Democrat Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr. joining the governing body. He takes
the seat of Republican David Robinson,
who currently serves as mayor. Last
year, when the GOP took the majority,
they replaced Democrat Norman Albert
as prosecutor with Robert Donovan,
who also serves as prosecutor in
Garwood.

Also this year, Municipal Judge Mark
Cassidy, the husband of Union County
state Superior Court Assignment Judge
Karen Cassidy, is up for reappointment
after serving three years in the post, as
is Township Attorney Phil Morin, who
serves as chairman of the Union County
Republican Committee. The main part-
ner in the law firm with which Mr.
Morin is employed is former Demo-
cratic Governor James Florio. The town-
ship attorney is a one-year appoint-
ment.

In Garwood, Democrats William
Nierstedt and Ann Palmer will take the
oath of office at the borough’s reorga-
nization meeting on January 2 at 6
p.m., to join the borough council, giv-
ing Democrats a 4-2 council majority.
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi, a Republi-
can, will begin her third year as mayor.

At the county level, Freeholder Linda
Carter of Plainfield will be sworn in on
Sunday, January 6, as chairwoman for
2013 of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders during the county’s
reorganization meeting in Judge Karen
Cassidy’s courtroom at the Union
County Courthouse. The ceremony
begins at noon.

Bruce Bergen of Springfield will be
sworn in as the new freeholder, replac-
ing Deborah Scanlon of Union, who is
retiring after 15 years on the board.
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella of
Fanwood will take the oath for a sixth,
three-year term, along with Mohamed
Jalloh of Roselle, who is beginning his
second term.
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Councils to Reorganize
Robert Pender both commented that
they had known this house to be a
two- family house. Mr. Pender said in
the 1960s and 1970s he had visited
the home, and Mr. Greet said in the
1990s he knew the tenant at the time.

Recently, the board has heard a
number of applications for certifi-
cates of non-conformity, and the bor-
ough council has discussed how to
handle notifying the public of the
areas that have been rezoned as one-
family.

During public comments, resident
Al Delconte said to the board, “trying
to dig up paperwork that was lost in a
flood… It’s ridiculous what this town
is making these people go through.”

“Something needs to be done,” he
said.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser said
the borough council would have to
change the zoning laws and rezone
the area to a two-family zone. “As
long as that remains a one-family
zone, two-family houses in that zone
are non-conforming and the only rem-
edy that the people have is to get a
certificate of non-conformity,” he
said.

Mr. Delconte asked the board to
recommend to the council to re-evalu-
ate the zones.

“I had looked at the file before I
came tonight and I would say within
maybe five minutes of discussion this
should have ended…because you
have pictures, you have a document

that states in ’84 it was two units,”
Board member Stephen Greet re-
sponded. “Why would you sit here
and discuss this thing like we have.
My opinion, I think that was foolish.”

The board deliberated for about 45
minutes to an hour on the applica-
tion.

Board member Bruce Paterson
voted no on the application, stating
he could not see how a Cape Cod-
style home could be built as a two-
family.

The board also authorized a memo
be circulated to the realtors associa-
tion that states the areas that have
been rezoned one-families, so that
realtors can be aware of the situation
when selling properties in those af-
fected zones.

“Notifying realtors does absolutely
nothing to rectify a problem like this,”
said Mr. Delconte, noting that Ms.
Wepprecht is not buying the house
through a realtor.
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Garwood Zoning Bd.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Twp. Committee
following will appear on the Novem-
ber 5, 2013 ballot: “Shall a charter
commission be elected to study the
charter of the Township of Cranford to
consider a new charter, or improve-
ments in the present charter, and to
make recommendations? Regardless
of your vote on the foregoing question
of whether or not to elect a charter
commission, please vote for five mem-
bers to serve as charter study commis-
sioners. The five candidates polling
the most votes shall be elected to serve
as charter study commissioners, only
if a majority of those voting approve
the creation of the commission.”

Liz Sweeney, of Wadsworth Ter-
race, asked the committee how much
a charter commission would cost.
Mayor Robinson said, “The cost is

minimal, about $110,000.”
Mayor Robinson presided over the

last public meeting of the year, and the
end of his term as a committeeman.
He did not seek re-election in Novem-
ber. Mr. Robinson has served on the
committee for six years. Tom Hannen,
a newly elected Democratic commit-
teeman, attended Monday’s meeting.

Marty McGowan, a Cranford resi-
dent, urged the committee to intro-
duce a resolution supporting the New
Jersey Coalition to Overturn Citi-
zens United. Mr. McGowan said
Citizens United allows corporations
to give “unfettered money” for po-
litical purposes. There was no re-
sponse by the committee to his re-
quest.

Mayor Robinson thanked the com-
mittee for its cooperation. He also
thanked Eric Mason, the acting busi-
ness administrator and police chief,
for the work he has done. He addi-
tionally thanked Philip Morin, town-
ship attorney, for his work repre-
senting Cranford.

come any input from any parents or
other members of the public re-
garding any security upgrades.

During the public participation
section of the meeting, a few par-
ents addressed the board on the
topic of security concerns.

Theresa Brown questioned the
board about the timeframe when
parents could expect any improve-
ments to the schools security.

Ms. Lubarsky said she would be
scheduling another meeting with
Chief Debbie and several members
of the board after an internal re-
view of both schools security pro-
cedures.

Ms. Brown also praised some se-
curity measures already in place.
“One thing I like about Beechwood
is it has the double barrier, you
come in and have to be buzzed into
the school. I don’t know if that’s
something that maybe can be con-
structed at Deerfield School.”

Ms. Lubarsky stated that issue
was already broached with other
members of the board.

Lubka Beke also addressed the
board during the public participa-
tion section of the meeting.“I can’t
tell you how horrific the events of
this past Friday were to all of us and
every community all around the
world. We’ve been looking at past
events [due to the recent shooting].
There was Columbine, there was
Virginia Tech and [we’ve thought] it
could never happen in our commu-
nity. That’s what the people thought
in Newtown,” she said.

“What is currently being done in
our district to make sure that every
child, all of our children in the
district, are being taken care of in
such a fashion that they are not
being prepared for some future un-
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Mountainside BOE
fortunate event by lack of some
oversight of the student for some
emotional state or social interac-
tion abilities?” Ms. Beke asked.

Ms. Lubarsky responded, “At this
point, I think, the causes behind
this individual’s (Adam Lanza) ac-
tions are really a lot of
speculation…I don’t think we know
what caused this individual to do
what he did. I don’t know if we’ll
ever know. I appreciate your ques-
tions and I certainly can answer
them, but to make a causal relation-
ship to improving our district based
on the actions of this person is re-
ally a stretch. I don’t know if we’re
going to jump into action and say
what the weaknesses of our system
are because of the actions of one
person.

“With that being said, we should
always be proactive in making sure
our children are being cared for,
that we’re caring for the total child.
And I’m happy to report that our
guidance program has expanded
this year. We have a full-time guid-
ance counselor. We have a K-2 char-
acter education program, which is
an expansion of the services that
we gave last year. I think that has
gone a long way for the social and
emotional well being.

“I can’t speculate that any one of
our programs, the improvement or
the lack of improvement in one of
our programs, would lead to some-
thing like this. I can’t find that causal
relationship just yet.”

The next BOE meeting open to
the public is scheduled for Tues-
day, January 8, at 6 p.m., at the
Beechwood School’s Susan O.
Collier Media Center. This meeting
will be the board’s annual reorgani-
zation meeting.

Photo courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
JOYEUX NOËL...“Une belle femme” in Anncey, France assists Bob Cozzolina of
Westfield wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas.

Scotch Plains House Fire
Kills Mother, Son

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – An early
evening Church Street fire that oc-
curred Tuesday claimed the lives of
a 32-year-old woman and her 3-
year-old son, Scotch Plains Police
Chief Brian Mahoney told The
Scotch-Plains-Fanwood Times.
Chief Mahoney stated that the fire
started in one of the bedrooms on
the second floor of the two-family
house. Chief Mahoney reported that
the initial call came in at approxi-
mately 7:15 p.m. and the fire was
under control within 30 minutes.

The mother and son, whose names
have not yet been released, were

pronounced dead at Overlook Medi-
cal Center in Summit late Tuesday
evening. Chief Mahoney also stated
that the family dog was  killed in
the fire. According to Chief
Mahoney, the cause of death of the
mother and son is unknown.

“We believe the cause of death is
related to the fire, but we are await-
ing autopsy results,” Chief Mahoney
told The Times. “We are looking
into the circumstances of the fire.”
Chief Mahoney stated that detec-
tives and the Union County Arson
Unit were at the scene “well into
the night.”

See goleader.com for an update
of this report.


