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A new coach and a new system
takes time for a team to get into
a comfort zone, but this year’s
Cranford High School boys soc-
cer team showed remarkable
progress by the midpoint of the
season and proved that the Cou-
gars could play with the best.

The Cougar boys finished with
a 7-12-2 record but had several
impressive performances, includ-
ing defeating the Elizabeth Min-
utemen, who competed in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
semifinals, twice. In the season
opener on September 6, the Cou-
gars topped the Minutemen, 3-
2, the edged them again, 2-1, on
September 27.

On October 4 at Memorial Field
in Cranford, the Cougars had No.
1 ranked Scotch Plains-Fanwood
on the ropes with a 3-1 lead
midway through the first half
with goals from Tommy Trotter,
Matt Aquiles and co-captain Tom
Fitzgerald. The Raiders tied it by
halftime and took a 4-3 lead
before Mike Helmstetter knotted
the score.

A few minutes before the end of
regulation, Aquiles took a quick
shot at an open net but missed to
the right, sending the game into
overtime. Then Rob Zukofsky
rippled the net in the first over-
time to allow the Raiders to dodge
the bullet, 5-4.

One week later, the Cougars
dropped a 1-0 heartbreaker to
the Westfield Blue Devils in the
quarterfinal round of the Union
County Tournament at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield. The
physical battle yielded three yel-
low cards and a questionable red

card to Aquiles that put the Cou-
gars a man down 15 minutes into
the second half with the score
tied at 0-0.

Sophomore goalkeeper Zach
Hoffman kept the Cougars close
in many games with his spec-
tacular saves. Hoffman finished
with 160 saves on the season
and was named All-Union County

Honorable mention.
Senior co-captain Tommy

Paparatto notched 10 goals and
six assists despite missing five
games due to injury. Paparatto
was named Second Team All-
Union County and also an All-
State selection (specific teams
yet to be announced). Tommy
Trotter netted seven goals, co-

WALESKI SELECTED FIRST TEAM ALL-UNION COUNTY, PAPARATTO GETS SECOND TEAM

Soccer Cougar Boys Adjusted to Coach Campbell’s System
captain Tom Fitzgerald had five
goals and four assists. Matt
Aquiles netted three goals and
two assists and Mike Helmstetter
had three goals and three as-
sists.

Senior co-captain/sweeper Jake
Waleski, with his constant hustle,
could be spotted all over the
field. Waleski was named to the

First Team All-Union County. He
received an All-State selection
and participated in the State All-
Star Showcase on Saturday, De-
cember 8, at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

“A disappointing record this
season does not reflect the qual-
ity of this year’s team, which
featured nine seniors in the start-
ing lineup. Fourteen seniors will
be graduating this year. Early
season struggles were eventu-
ally ironed out as the team began
to figure out the new system and
style of play during the first sea-
son with a new coach at the
helm. Several one-goal losses
tilt the record towards the loss
column, but I am proud of the
progress that was made by our
players throughout the long sea-
son,” Cougar first-year Head
Coach Greg Campbell said

With one year of Coach
Campbell’s system under their
belt, next year’s prospects looks
favorable.

“Next year’s team, while sig-
nificantly younger, will feature
several skilled players, who have
at this point gained the varsity-
level experience necessary to be
successful in a new system of
play,” Coach Campbell said.

David B. Corbin (October files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE COUGARS’ EVERYWHERE MAN…Senior co-captain/sweeper Jake Waleski, right, was everywhere on the field
this year. Waleski was named to the First Team All-Union County. Story also in The Westfield Leader page 13.
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