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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Nowhere to Run, Nowhere to
Hide,” may have been an old
song from the 1960s, but this
year’s Cranford High School wres-
tling team’s lineup appears to be
solid throughout with a very ex-
perienced group of seniors in five
of the six upper weights, some
strong middle weights and sev-
eral experienced freshmen at the
lower weights.

“If the kids are at the weights
that we want them at, we are
going to have a pretty strong
lineup. We have a lot of seniors in
the lineup. We are not as young
as we have been in the past. We
have three freshmen coming in
who are probably starting. That
gives us a good future. Up and
down the lineup, we are pretty
solid. We did lose JP [Christiano]
and Ian Henry, but we filled in
those spots,” Cougar Head Coach
Pat Gorman said.

Last year, the Cougars finished
with a 15-8 record and qualified
seven wrestlers for the Region 3
Tournament with a very com-
petitive schedule. This year’s
senior lineup in the upper weights
begins at 160-lbs with James
Dwyer, who missed the middle
part of the season due to illness
but managed to place third in the
district at 160-lbs and finished
with a 9-4 record.

Senior Corey Markovitch, who
finished second in the district at
152-lbs, fourth in UCT and re-
corded a 27-10 record, will com-
pete at 170-lbs. Senior Rob

Kessler, a Region 3 qualifier last
year, will compete at 182-lbs.
Seniors Nick Diaz, a linebacker/
co-captain on the football team,
who rotated at 182-lbs and 195-
lbs and finished with a 17-16
record, and Matt Russo, also a
football player, will compete at
195-lbs.

Senior Jeff Weiss, a defensive
lineman, placed second in the UCT
and second in the district to finish
with a 21-14 record at 220-lbs last
year and will remain at that weight
this season. Junior Jon El-Khoury
will compete in his second varsity
year at heavyweight.

“All the guys up top, we are

looking for big things from them.
It’s beneficial to have a lot of good
guys like that in a row leading the
team,” Coach Gorman said.

WEISS, MARKOVICH, DWYER, KESSLER, MURRAY & COMPANY LOOK READY FOR ACTION

Cougar Wrestlers Look Solid Up and Down the Lineup
Last year Gavin Murray, now a

sophomore, showed up on the
radar screen immediately when
he won the Garden State Holliday
Tournament at 120-lbs in De-
cember. He also placed third in
the UCT and second in the district
to finish 29-8. Murray has grown
and will be a force at 138-lbs.

“Gavin had a great freshman
year. He had a tremendous sum-
mer. He wrestled close to 100
matches, so he was at it up-and-
down the east coast. A lot of our
kids actually spent time this sum-
mer at the Long Branch Dual

Meet and went to camp,” Coach
Gorman said.

Junior Corey Birch, who finished
17-15 at 132/138-lbs, will com-
pete at 145-lbs, while senior Matt
DiMartino, along with freshman
Mike Cappello, will compete at
152-lbs, and senior Nick Frediani
will compete at 138-lbs. Senior
Diego Castro and junior Dave
Ayala will occupy the 132-lb spot.

The Cougars have several ex-
perienced freshmen who will
shore up the lower weights.

“They have been with the PAL
program, so they are coming in
with a lot already with what they
know. So we will hit the ground
running.” Coach Gorman said.

Freshman Chase Gunther ex-
pects to compete at 106-lbs,
sophomore Nick Scaramuzzi will
compete at 113-lbs, freshman
David Busch will compete at 120-
lbs and freshman Andrew
Tompkins will occupy the 126-lb
slot.

“We finally have a solid 106
pounder, coming in with a great
base of wrestling in Chase
Gunther. There’s not many places
to run. We also have some wiggle
room with kids on our JV team
who are good as backups. We
have depth. We can move some
kids around if we need to,” Coach
Gorman said.

The Cougars will get the oppor-
tunity to wiggle their lineup with
a beefed up schedule that begins
with a trip to Pennsylvania.

“We are going to start the sea-
son off in Pennsylvania wrestling
Wyoming Seminary [nationally
ranked] then we are going to
catch a team from New York.
That gives the kids something to
work for. It’s an experience that
they are going to have. Later on
in the season that’s going to help
the kids for the bigger stage,”
Coach Gorman said.

David B. Corbin (January 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUMPING UP A FEW WEIGHT CLASSES…Cougar sophomore Gavin Murray, left, who wrestled at 120-lbs last year,
will compete at 138-lbs this season. Story also in The Westfield Leader page 13.


