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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

This Time of Year is Dangerous
For Drivers and Pedestrians

For nearly a decade, we have written about this.
Regrettably, during most of those years there were
tragedies. This time of year is particularly danger-
ous for drivers and pedestrians alike. The weather
changes comes upon us with snow, ice and rain
creating treacherous conditions – those that we
forget about during the rest of the year. It also gets
dark early in the day, impairing vision more than
we realize. We also have the holidays and Christ-
mas shopping, which can cause traffic back-ups.

Rush hour traffic seems to be greater than normal,
with congestion and even some road rage. Could it
be that we’re more in a hurry too? Cell phones seem
to be growing out of more drivers’ ears – this scares
us. Texting, Twitters, Tweeters and Twits have now
been added as distractions.

These circumstances converge, escalating the dan-
ger. There are numerous distractions for the pedes-
trian too. Remember, a 4,000-pound vehicle always
wins although perhaps legally in the wrong. With

this, the public can let their guard down, a low sense
of awareness sets in – and then tragedy occurs.

No matter how many laws are passed, how many
speed bumps are installed, or how many police are at
intersections, unless all of us realize the danger and
act accordingly, we will have further tragedies. We
must remember too, that out-of-town drivers and
pedestrians are passing through our area. They prob-
ably are not aware of the local situations and poten-
tial dangers to themselves or to others. You cannot
assume that they are aware.

As a driver, please be fully aware that pedestrians
might enter the street from any location at any time
— and that you might not see them. As a pedestrian,
make sure before crossing that conditions are abso-
lutely safe. You might have the right of way, but you
could be dead wrong.

In this joyous season, have a Happy Hanukkah
and Merry Christmas. Please be safe and care for
others.

Westfield Board Of Health Reports It
Is Not Too Late To Get The Flu Vaccine

Leader Did Great Job
On Cranford Football
I just wanted to say great job by

you and your staff on the coverage of
the Cranford football team this past
season. I thought for sure we would
be playing Summit, but we came up
a little short. Looking forward to next
season already.

John Oblachinski
Cranford Touchdown Club

Holiday Gifts ‘Keep on Giving’:
Thrift Shops Benefit Community

“Just hear those sleigh bells jingle-ing, Ring ting
tingle-ing too, Come on, it’s lovely weather for
some holiday shopping with you.”

These slightly altered lyrics to the beloved Christ-
mas classic are a nod to the hustle-and-bustle that
has been underway since “Black Friday,” as anxious
shoppers scramble to find that perfect gift for any
number of people on their list.

With just 12 days ’til Christmas Day, the malls are
jammed with holiday shoppers. Lines are growing
longer and patience growing shorter. Extended waits
have been reported for visits with Santa. Parking has
become an exercise in futility. Ho-Ho-Ho.

For some folks, the spirit of Christmas has morphed
into an obsession to buy, a fear of not choosing the
ideal gift or perhaps being forlorn
over the thought of a sparse sprinkle
of packages underneath the family
tree. There also are those who will
angst over the discovery that they
have paid more for an item than
others did, even if they subsequently
realize said item is something they
never would have bought during
saner times of the year.

Many people choose to avoid the holiday frenzy
by shopping online, although a large percentage of
hardy souls still opt to brave the crowds and clamor
of the malls. In the final analysis, whichever route
your shopping takes, there is a good feeling from
giving and receiving. With this in mind, we offer yet
another alternative.

In our immediate area alone there are multiple
thrift shops that offer varied, good-quality merchan-
dise at discount prices, suitable for gift-giving.
Knowledgeable and friendly volunteers operate these
stores, and the revenue supports local charities.

Additionally, these stores welcome donations – gen-
tly used items that people no longer need or want.
Among these local thrift shops are:

1. The Jumble Store, located at 110 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford, (908) 276-0222; operated by the
Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield. Revenue gen-
erated by the store supports community projects.

2. Westfield Service League Thrift Shop and Con-
signment Shop, both located at 114 Elmer Street,
Westfield, (908) 233-2530 (thrift shop)/(908) 232-
1223 (consignment shop). Proceeds are donated
back into the community and to local charities.

3. Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League Thrift
Shop, located at 1741 East Second Street, Scotch
Plains, (908) 322-5420. Proceeds are donated back

into the community via local chari-
ties.

4. The Hope Chest, located at 26
Prospect Street, Westfield, (908)
233-9973, operated by the Center
for Hope Hospice and Palliative
Care Auxiliary. Proceeds subsidize
hospice care for patients.

5. Best Friend Thrift Shop, lo-
cated at 1750 East Second Street,

Scotch Plains, (732) 388-8930. Proceeds benefit
homeless animals awaiting adoption and being cared
for by the Best Friend rescue group.

These are just a few of the many civic and religious
organizations that provide gift-buying opportunities
this time of year that “keep on giving” long after the
recipient has received his or her present.

We encourage people to visit these shops and
make a purchase, or to check their closets and
seldom-opened drawers for items they may no longer
want, but which could be donated for resale. You’ll
surely receive a warm feeling in return.

The influenza season is off to its
earliest start in nearly a decade and
could be a bad one, according to the
CDC. The flu has markedly increased
in parts of the country and the pri-
mary strain circulating tends to make
people sicker than other types.

It is not too late to get the flu
vaccine. You can still protect your-
self, your family and your friends by
being vaccinated against flu, espe-
cially since this year’s vaccine ap-
pears to be a good match. Also, chil-
dren who attend licensed child care
or preschool must be vaccinated each
year.

Flu vaccinations are available at
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment (WRHD). To schedule
yours, please contact Laura Scanlon,
the public health nursing supervisor,
at (908) 789-4070, ext. 4074 or
lscanlon@westfieldnj.gov.

The Board discussed the recent
accomplishments of the health de-
partment in support of the town after
superstorm Sandy and ways to im-
prove for the next similar event. The
Board appreciated the work of the
department leadership and staff who
rapidly mobilized to provide needed
public health-related services during
a very difficult time.

In addition, the Board recommends
that residents should prepare now for
the next severe weather. Make or
restock your disaster supply kit with
at least a three days supply: 1) water,
one gallon per person per day; 2)
nonperishable food; 3) medications;
and 4) flashlight and radio, with bat-
teries. Also, have a plan to aid family
members, take care of pets, and safely
shut off utilities. Finally, if you will

use a portable generator, plan to lo-
cate it in a well-ventilated space
AWAY from your house and have a
functioning battery-operated carbon
monoxide alarm in your home. Al-
though carbon monoxide can be a
silent killer, the most common re-
ported symptoms are headache, nau-
sea and dizziness.

The health department is sponsor-
ing respiratory screening with Over-
look Medical Center on Thursday,
December 13, from 10 a.m. to noon
in the municipal building. For more
information and to register, please
contact Ms. Scanlon as noted above.

Finally, I want to thank the volun-
teer members of the Board of Health
and the senior staff of the department
for their dedication and outstanding
work on behalf of public health in
Westfield: Tom O’Neill (vice-presi-
dent), Mitchell Beinhaker, Esq, Dr.
Vasilios Diamantopoulos, Dr. Ronen
Gold, Gavin Handwerker, Esq, Dr.
Seymour Koslowsky, David Oliveira,
Dr. David Weinman, Sam Della Fera,
Esq (our council liaison), Megan
Avallone, RN, MPH (health officer),
Ken Pincus (principal registered en-
vironmental health specialist) and
Laura Scanlon, MS, RN (public health
nursing supervisor).

Information about all of the
department’s activities is available
on its website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
December 3 meeting will be posted
after review and approval at our Janu-
ary 7, 2013, meeting, which starts at
5:30 p.m. in the municipal building.

Lawrence Budnick, MD, MPH
President, WRHD

Mail-In Ballots Edge Obama
Past Romney in Westfield

I am very pleased to let the readers
know that the final election returns
for Westfield for the presidential race
have been obtained. President Obama
won in Westfield. That’s right! This is
contrary to the reporting on election
night, when only the machine cast
ballots were counted.

When the provisional ballots and
the mail-in ballots were counted as
well, the tally was President Obama,
8,080, and Mitt Romney 7,555.

Many people volunteered their time
to contribute to this victory for Presi-
dent Obama. They did so under the
excellent, steadfast, unrelenting co-

leadership of Ros Harrison and Marv
Gersten. The volunteers will be cel-
ebrating at my home this Saturday,
December 15. A big thank you also
goes to the Westfield High School
Young Democrats who worked so
hard to get out the vote. This victory
marks the sixth presidential election
in a row when Westfield voted for the
Democratic candidate! Looking for-
ward to many more Democratic vic-
tories in Westfield!

Janice Siegel, Vice-Chair
Westfield Democratic Committee

Christie Should Again Veto Bill to Buy Up
Foreclosed Homes Bonded by Taxpayers

Commentary

For the second time in six months, the Democratic
majority in the state Legislature has pushed through
legislation that would enable abandoned homes to
be sold as affordable housing using taxpayers’ money.
Governor Chris Christie vetoed another version of
the legislation in June.

The new bill, S-2157, sponsored by Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) and Assemblyman Jerry
Green (D-22, Plainfield), would create the New
Jersey Foreclosure Relief Corp. to be operated within
the existing New Jersey Housing and Mortgage
Finance Agency (HMFA). The bill vetoed by Gover-
nor Chris Christie in June had the Foreclosure Relief
Corp. as a separate entity. Also removed from the
new bill is language that would have allowed aban-
doned homes to be turned over to “ex-offenders” in
“emerging special needs groups identified by state
agencies.”

The new legislation would require the HMFA to
finance the purchase of foreclosed properties ob-
tained from lenders by using its bonding authority.
Additional funds would come from federal funds as
well as state affordable housing funding.

In our opinion, this bill circumvents state statutes
by allowing the HMFA to bond taxpayers’ money
without voter approval all in an effort to take aban-
doned homes off the backs of banks. This sounds
like another bailout to us.

Republican lawmakers remain opposed to the
revised legislation, with some fearing it would cre-

ate a “slush fund” for Democrats and a way for
officials to use taxpayers’ money “to line their own
pockets.” Morris County GOP Assemblywoman
Allison McHose has said the legislation would allow
the state to transfer foreclosed homes “from market-
rate housing to mandated low-income housing.”
Likewise, Morris County Republican Assembly-
man Gary Chiusano said he was “very cynical about
politicians buying real estate with taxpayers’ money.”

As we previously said on this page, this legislation
reminds us of the $7 billion-School Construction
Corporation (SCC) whereby a few years later an
audit could not determine where $4 billion went.

A second piece of legislation signed by the Gov-
ernor this week is, in our judgment, the right way to
proceed to end the plight of abandoned homes in
urban cities. This bill, S-2156, establishes a sum-
mary action to foreclose mortgages on vacant or
abandoned properties if the state courts find con-
vincing evidence that a residential property is de-
serted during an uncontested foreclosure process.
This bill flew through both houses of the Legislation
without controversy as its goal is to eliminate bu-
reaucracy by allowing the legal owner – the bank —
to make the necessary repairs without having to be
held up a year due to unnecessary red tape. Isn’t it the
goal to cleanup these properties so they can be
resold?

We urge Governor Christie to again veto the New
Jersey Residential Foreclosure Transformation Act.
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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Spreaghery – Cattle stealing
2. Matanza – A slaughterhouse
3. Sulcate – Furrowed or grooved
4. Bodega – A wine cellar or place

where wine is sold or kept

ATRABILIOUS
1. A hypochondriac
2. Balanced; stable
3. Cranky; irritable
4. Mentally ill; insane

SUPAWN
1. Twining about; twisting
2. Boiled corn meal; mush
3. Wet mud
4. Salty; saline

SCORSE
1. To belittle or humble
2. Wild strawberries
3. To spread, as a disease
4. To trade or barter

VRILLE
1. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light
2. In aviation, a spinning nose dive
3. Scarred; grooved
4. Very bright green shade

Lance, Represent Us
Dear Rep. Lance, I did not vote for

you, but since you’ve now been re-elected
as my Representative, I have a request
I’m sure those who did support you will
agree with. Please represent all of us –
and don’t just blindly follow those in
Washington who apparently think they
were elected only by Grover Norquist.

Paraphrasing the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, “Governments are instituted
among Men to secure certain unalienable
rights, among which are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.” Bottom
line, the government isn’t the enemy –
it’s us. You’ve been elected to be part of
our government and to make it work.

Among their reasons for declaring in-
dependence, the framers accused King
George of two things: (1) “He has refused
his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome
and necessary for the public good;” and
(2) “He has forbidden his Governors to
pass Laws of immediate and pressing
importance, unless suspended in their
operation till his Assent should be ob-
tained; and when so suspended, he has
utterly neglected to attend to them.” This
sounds an awful lot like what Republi-
cans in Congress have been doing for
most of the last four years. The debt limit
fiscal cliff debacle is of course only one
of the more recent examples. Texas right-
wingers to the contrary, I don’t think it’s
time to declare independence again.

I do think it’s time to temper extreme
ideologies and compromise for the good
of all of us. I urge you to take the lead in
helping to make that happen.

Bruce Phillips
Westfield

See more letters on page 5


