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Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
COUNTY TREE ARRIVES...This year’s Christmas tree arrives at the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth. The tree, donated by Rocco Rosania of
Kenilworth, will be on display in the Courthouse Rotunda during the holiday
season. The public is invited to view the tree on weekdays until it is removed just
before New Year’s Day.

Christie Picks BPU Head,
Monmouth Judge for Court

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie has selected of Robert
Hanna, president of the state’s Board
of Public Utilities (BPU), and state
Superior Court Judge David Bauman
of Monmouth County, for nomina-
tion to the New Jersey Supreme
Court.

If confirmed, Judge Bauman would
be the first Asian-American to serve
on New Jersey’s highest Court.

“I thank each of these very accom-
plished, capable individuals for their
willingness to serve on the Supreme
Court. Not only would Bob and David
make outstanding justices, but their
nominations also expand the diver-
sity of background, strong experi-
ence and qualifications of the Court
membership – a point made most
clear by each man’s previous, unani-
mous endorsement by the New Jer-
sey Senate,” Governor Christie said.

Robert Hanna, 54, a lawyer with
nearly 30 years of legal experience,
has served as the BPU president since
December 2011, when he was unani-
mously approved by the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee and full Senate for
the post. Prior to that, he was director
of the Division of Law and assistant
attorney general within the New Jer-
sey Department of Law and Public
Safety.

Mr. Hanna served for 16 years in
the United States Attorney’s Office in
New Jersey including four years as
chief of the Securities and Health
Fraud Unit. He also has 10 years of
prior private sector legal experience.
He is a summa cum laude graduate of
Manhattan College and received his
law degree from Fordham Univer-
sity.

Judge Bauman, 56, was nominated
to the Monmouth County bench in
2008 by Governor Jon Corzine. He
was unanimously approved by the
Senate Judiciary Committee and
confirmed by the full Senate, 37-0.
A veteran, Judge Bauman served
four years on active duty with the
United States Marine Corps, and an
additional 12 years as a reservist.

Prior to his judicial appointment,
Judge Bauman served 17 years in
private sector law. He is a magna cum
laude graduate of Columbia Univer-
sity and received his law degree from
Boston College.

Both nominations are subject to
Senate confirmation.

Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) praised
the nominations in the following state-
ment he released:

“Governor Christie has once again
put forward a pair of thoughtful nomi-
nations to the New Jersey Supreme
Court. Both Judge Bauman and Presi-
dent Hanna have extremely impres-
sive professional and legal back-
grounds, and both received unani-
mous approval by the Senate to their
current positions, a testament to the
impressive nature of their qualifica-
tions. David and Bob have received
extensive praise in the past by the
same Democrats who will soon con-
sider their nominations to the Su-
preme Court. I sincerely hope that
past praise is a sign that Democrats
are ready to give these qualified indi-
viduals a fair hearing, something that
previous nominees were unfortu-
nately denied for purely partisan pur-
poses.”

The state Senate rejected Gov.
Christie’s picks of Bruce Harris, the
gay African-American Republican
mayor of Chatham, and Philip Kwon,
a Korean-born registered indepen-
dent who had worked for Christie at
the U.S. Attorney’s Office. This fol-
lowed the Governor’s decision not to
reappoint John Wallace to the seven-
member Supreme Court, leaving it
without an African American mem-
ber.

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) issued
the following statement: “Governor
Christie has nominated two well-
qualified candidates to serve on the
court. I am confident they will re-
ceive a fair hearing in the Senate and
their legal experience and background
will result in their confirmation so
that we will have a fully staffed Su-
preme Court.”

Mayors to Meet In CF
On Flood Control Effort

CRANFORD  – The Mayors Coun-
cil on Rahway River Watershed Flood
Control will hold its next meeting
tonight, Thursday, December 13, at
7:30 p.m. in Room 108 of the
Cranford Township Municipal Build-
ing.

The purpose of meeting is to en-
sure residents who attend and those
who will read about update about
where the effort stands. Legislators,
county leaders and mayors are in-
vited. Their objective is to urge
completion of the environmental as-
sessment of South Mountain and
Lenape Park projects so the U.S. Army
Corps. of Engineers can proceed to
the next step.

Lance Named Vice-Chair
Of Commerce Subcomm.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th), who sits on
the House Energy and Commerce
Committee, has been named vice-
chairman of the Commerce, Manu-
facturing and Trade Subcommittee.

As vice-chairman, Rep. Lance will
help support the nation’s manufac-
turing sector, improve consumer pro-
tections, oversee job-creating trade
agreements and identify wasteful pro-
grams and burdensome regulations
within the federal bureaucracy in-
cluding the U.S. Department of Com-
merce and Federal Trade Commis-
sion. For more information,visit
www. energycommerce.house.gov/
subcommittees/commerce-manufac-
turing-and-trade.

“To be selected to serve as vice-
chairman of the Commerce, Manu-
facturing, and Trade Subcommit-
tee is a tremendous honor,” Rep.
Lance said. “We need a national
strategy to create and maintain U.S.
manufacturing jobs, something that
our country is currently lacking. I
look forward to working with Chair-
man (Rep. Fred) Upton (R-Mich.)

and my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to boost manufacturing and
trade, create more jobs and bring
greater certainty to our economy.”

The Congressman also announced
his appointment to the Communica-
tions and Technology Subcommit-
tee, which has jurisdiction over fed-
eral communications, technology,
cybersecurity, privacy, and data se-
curity issues. Visit
energycommerce.house.gov/sub-
committees/communications-and-
technology for more information.

Rep. Lance will also remain a mem-
ber of the Health Subcommittee, an
appointment he said is important to the
more than 42,000 life sciences em-
ployees working in the Garden State.
“My Congressional district is home to
many of the nation’s leading telecom-
munications companies including
Verizon, AT&T, Alcatel-Lucent,
Comcast and Cablevision,” he said.

COUNTY – A 62-year-old Union
County jail inmate died December 5
at an area hospital as the result of self-
inflicted injury he sustained in the

jail on December 1, County authori-
ties have confirmed.

The man, Ward Weber, of
Morrisville, Pa., was being held after
being charged with two counts of un-
lawful possession of a handgun on
November 23 in Summit. He was
rushed to Trinitas Regional Medical
Center in Elizabeth on December 1
after sustaining his injuries, where he
died December 5, authorities noted.

“We are saddened by this very
tragic event and we pass along our
condolences to his family members
and friends,” Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY HANUKKAH
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Inmate Dies Of Self-Inflicted Wound

Lottery Winners Could Be
Anonymous Under Bill

TRENTON – Legislation sponsored
by Assemblywoman Annette Quijano
(D-20, Elizabeth) that would allow lot-
tery winners in New Jersey to stay out
of the public eye for a year has been
approved 76-0-0 by the Assembly.

“Many people dream of one day
winning the lottery, but the conse-
quences of becoming an instant mil-
lionaire, coupled with overnight fame,
can be disastrous, and at its worst
deadly,” Asw. Quijano said.

The bill (A-2982) directs the State
Lottery Commission to establish by
regulation that lottery winners may
remain anonymous for one year, and
that the identity of a lottery winner
who chooses to remain anonymous
not be included in materials avail-
able for public inspection during

that time.
Current regulations allow the State

Lottery to use the names, addresses,
prize amount and photographs of
winners. The address used does not
include a street or house number. In
addition, a winner’s name, town, and
county are available under the Open
Public Records Act (OPRA).

The bill’s provisions would not
prevent date exchange for the col-
lection of debt in such cases of
child support arrears, certain pub-
lic assistance overpayments, de-
linquent or defaulted student loan
payments or any other law provid-
ing for the collection of debt from
lottery winnings. The bill now goes
to the Senate for further consider-
ation.

Assembly Bill Offers
Credits for Investments

TRENTON – Legislation  aimed at
boosting emerging technology busi-
nesses and creating jobs and economic
growth for New Jersey was released
Monday by the Assembly Budget
Committee as part of Assembly Demo-
cratic job creation efforts.

The bill (A-1084) is known as the
New Jersey Angel Investor Tax Credit
Act. Angel investments are invest-
ments by wealthy individuals into
high-risk start-up ventures. The bill
would establish credits against cor-
poration business and gross income
taxes for investing in New Jersey
emerging technology businesses.

 The corporation business and gross
income tax credits would equal 10
percent of a taxpayer’s qualified in-
vestment with fewer than 225 em-
ployees with at least 75 percent fill-
ing a position in New Jersey. The
program is subject to a $25 million
annual cap.

New UF Executive Director
Addresses Sandy Aftermath

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Only a month into
her new role of succeeding long-time
United Fund of Westfield executive
director Linda Maggio, Deirdre
Gelinne had to deal with a major
power loss and a dozen homes de-
stroyed in Westfield; this coming just
months into the Fund’s 2012-2013
drive to meet its goal of $625,000, the
same as last year. Ms. Gelinne said
the campaign has raised half of its
goal to date.

During an interview with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times last week, Ms.
Gelinne said the United Fund had to
cancel its annual telethon, which was
scheduled to begin October 29, the
day Hurricane Sandy hit. During the
telethon, United Fund volunteers call
donors who have not given in the
current year. A second round of calls
was scheduled for November 12, but
also was canceled.

“We felt it just wasn’t the time.
People were just getting their power
back. Some people didn’t have their
power back…People are busy and
coping with a lot,” she said.

In addition to its annual fund, the
United Fund was asked by the town
to set up a fund for residents to send
checks to help those Westfielders
impacted the most by the hurricane.
Ms. Gelinne said her office is accept-
ing donations until the end of De-
cember. Less than $20,000 has been
raised to date.

“We’ve been getting contributions
from people,” she said, noting that
children in Westfield’s six elemen-
tary schools raised $4,000 through a
program called “Twelve Days of Giv-
ing.”

A letter has been sent to the dozen
or so homeowners in Westfield whose
homes were destroyed in the hurri-
cane, inviting them to apply for fund-
ing.

“We are not really talking about
the big ticket items, but we are hop-
ing that we can help them in some
way if there are some things that are
not being covered by FEMA (Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency) or their private insurance,”
Ms. Gelinne said.

Requests to date have ranged from
seeking funds to have tree limbs and/
or trunks removed to paying for lost
refrigerated food.

Ms. Gelinne said any funds that are
left over will be dedicated to the
state’s Sandy relief fund. “So it will
definitely be spent in New Jersey,”
she said.

“I think people really helped each
other through this. There wasn’t an
outpouring of people running say-
ing, ‘I need help, I need help.’ I think
people were being helped by friends
and neighbors. A lot of the people
had families nearby that they could
go live with,” she said.

Those who would like to donate to
the relief fund can do so by making
checks payable to Hurricane Sandy
Westfield Relief Fund, and mailing
them to United Fund of Westfield,
301 North Avenue West, Westfield,
N.J. 07090. Donations also can be
made online at http://
www.westfieldunitedfund.org/ by
clicking the “donate” button and in-
dicating that it is a “Sandy relief”
donation.

Since taking over for Mrs. Maggio,
Ms. Gelinne said she has upgraded
the United Fund’s website to be elec-
tronic-friendly, including a new
Facebook page and an e-mail blasts
program to reach newer residents such
as young families moving into town.
She also hopes to work closer with
businesses, including the distribution
of brochures around town such as in
doctors’ offices.

The Fund also has added a 20th
member agency, HomeFirst, previ-
ously known as the Interfaith Coun-
cil for the Homeless. It currently
operates six housing units in three,
two-family houses in Westfield as
well as some units in Plainfield for
the working poor. The United Fund
also funds an after-school tutoring
program for low-income families
through the Westfield school sys-
tem.

Ms. Gelinne is assisted by Nancy
Vickers, business manager, and Terry
Hennessey, administrative assistant.
The United Fund’s Board of Trustees
is headed by a five-member execu-
tive committee led by Charles
Weidman, president.
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