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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT...The gloomy weather did not stop shoppers from looking for
the perfect Christmas tree at the Lions Club and Volunteer Fire Department
Christmas tree sale at LaGrande Park in Fanwood last weekend.

SECRET SANTAS…The Fanwood PBA delivered Christmas gifts to Plainfield Connections on Monday to help brighten
the holiday season. Plainfield Connections provides Parents as Teachers home visitation to 60 families in Union County,
centering in Plainfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Brenda Chin, Laura Zimmerman, Det. Sgt. Eugene Chin, Marlen
Chinchilla, Ptl. Anthony Espinosa and Director of Plainfield Connections Jenny Fischbein.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AFTERMATH…Mary Ellen Lane in Scotch Plains is still littered with storm
debris caused by Superstorm Sandy, which hit the area October 29.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READY FOR THE SEASON…Nick’s Pizzaria on South Avenue in Fanwood is
decorated and ready for the holidays with Santa and his reindeer, as well as some
snowmen.

SPMC ‘Holiday Party at The
North Pole’ Arrives Dec. 15
SCOTCH PLAINS – Free photos

with Santa and a drawing for an
eight-foot, toy-filled Christmas
stocking will highlight a “Holiday
Party at the North Pole,” sponsored
by the Scotch Plains Management
Corporation (SPMC) and hosted by
Bigg Playdate, 1730 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains, on Saturday,
December 15, from noon to 3 p.m.

In addition to the SPMC’s free
instant photos and stocking draw-
ing, an afternoon of free entertain-
ment will be provided by Bigg
Playdate, including balloon sculpt-
ing, music, caroling, tattoos, free
hot and frozen hot chocolate and a
free chocolate dipping station. The
stocking drawing will be held at

2:45 p.m.; the winner must be
present. Entry forms will be avail-
able on site during the event.

Admission is free, although the
suggested donation is a can of food
or box of dry food that will be given
to the Disaster Relief Fund Drive
headed by Assemblywoman Linda
Stender, the American Red Cross
and the New Jersey Food Bank.

The SPMC is the business im-
provement district of Scotch Plains’
central business district, which rep-
resents more than 400 businesses
and commercial property owners in
downtown Scotch Plains and Route
22. For more information, individu-
als may call the SPMC office at
(908) 755-0280.

Scotch Plains Zoning Board Grants
Variances to Four Residents

By JULIE SHILLING
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment
approved variances involving four
returning residential applications last
Thursday night.

Two of the four applications were
submitted by two separate
homeowners who both needed a vari-
ance for their already installed fences
to be made higher.

Tara and Luke Bozetarnick re-
quested permission to extend their
existing six-foot-high fence, making
it a 10-foot-high fence, on their prop-
erty at 2108 Coles Avenue. The fence
was six feet high when the residents
moved in.

“We want the extension of our six-
foot-high fence for our children’s
safety, to keep them off our busy
street,” Mrs. Bozetarnick said.

The couple resides at the intersec-
tion of Coles and Westfield Avenues.

The second fence request was from
Elaine Manfredonia to install a six-
foot-high fence along her side prop-
erty at 2346 Promenade.

The Manfredonia and Bozetarnick
applications were originally on the
board’s November 1 meeting agenda;
however, due to power outages from
Hurricane Sandy, the meeting was
postponed until December 6.

The township has an ordinance
permitting a four-foot-high maximum
fence in the front yard without a

variance, one reason being so that
drivers can see when pulling out of
driveways and when rounding street
corners.

A third resident, Julia Beaumont,
who has been seeking a request since
last spring, received approval to con-
struct a 30-foot by 20-foot deck at
413 Farley Avenue.

Ms. Beaumont originally was seek-
ing approval for a 30-foot by 25-foot
deck, but last Thursday she lowered
the request by five feet in hopes of
gaining the board’s approval. The
township ordinance requires a back-
yard setback of 30 feet.

“I don’t have a house behind me
that the deck will disturb, just land
space,” Ms. Beaumont said.

The issue that brought attention to
the members was Ms. Beaumont’s
desire to have a rather large size deck
versus the size of her property. Ms.
Beaumont said she wanted to use the
deck for “entertainment purposes.”

A fourth applicant, George
Ibrahim, came before the board for a
variance to install a seven-foot by
seven-foot sun-caster shed in the far
left corner of his front yard at 2357
Westfield Avenue.

“I never thought I would make an
approval or let alone hear a request
for a resident to put a shed in their
front yard,” board member Chris
Abeel said.

Board member Kenneth Anderson
suggested Mr. Ibrahim install plants
or bushes as a “buffer zone” sur-
rounding the shed.

“I want the shed in the front yard
because I have a pie-shape yard and
own a small patio taking up space in
the backyard,” Mr. Ibrahim said. “Cur-
rently, my snow blower and lawn
mower are in my garage, leaving no
room for my car. I want to move those
items to a shed so I can keep my car
in the garage.”

In the end, the board members voted
8-0 to approve all four applications.
The next meeting will be held on
Thursday, January 3, 2013.

Freeholders OK Ordinance
Giving Raises to Directors

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
week introduced an ordinance that
will authorize raises to 10 depart-
ment directors between $2,000 and
$3,000. It is the first time in four
years that the board has issued raises
to directors. The freeholders also
approved a resolution for a 2-per-
cent pay increase for non-union em-
ployees in 2013. The publc hearing
and adoption vote  on the ordinance
will be Thursday, December 20.

According to a copy of the ordi-
nance obtained by The Westfield
Leader, County Manager Al Faella
will receive a $3,000 increase to
$158,100. He was promoted to
county manager in August 2011
from director of parks and commu-
nity renewal, replacing George
Devanney, who retired. Mr.
Devanney’s salary was $168,336.

Other increases are as follows:
County Counsel Robert Barry,
$152,504, a $3,000 increase; Di-
rector of Engineering, Public Works
and Facilities Joseph Graziano,
$121,685, representing a $7,300
hike; Public Safety Director An-
drew Moran, $116,069, up $2,276;
Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo, $133,967, an increase of
$2,627; Director of Correctional
Services Brian Riordan, $119,646,
an increase of $2,300; Runnells
Specialized Hospital Director Joan
Wheeler, $132,796, up $2,600, and
Finance Director Bibi Taylor,
$122,400, a $2,400 increase. Ms.
Taylor replaced Lawrence Caroselli,
who retired, in 2011. He was mak-
ing $132,771.

Matthew DiRado, the husband of

former freeholder clerk and current
Deputy County Clerk Nicole
DiRado, will be paid $122,399, an
increase of $2,400, as director of
administrative services. Last De-
cember he received a boost of
$25,529 when he was promoted
from director of the Division of
Personnel Management and Labor
Relations to acting director of the
Department of Administrative Ser-
vices. He replaced Elizabeth
Genievich upon her retirement. Ms.
Genievich was paid $146,357.

Director of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal Ron Zuber will re-
ceive a $2,280 salary increase to
$116,280. Like Mr. DiRado, Mr.
Zuber also was promoted last De-
cember from community organiza-
tion specialist to acting director of
parks and community renewal, an
$11,804 increase.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan de-
fended the raises for non-union-
ized employees.

“They haven’t had a raise in five
years, and like anyone else, their
costs have gone up; the health care
costs especially – the contributions
they have to make now in their
paychecks. After five years, I think
that it is a small increase, and well
deserved for the hard-working
people that we have,” Mr. Sullivan
said.

“These raises do not include the
freeholders at all,” Mr. Sullivan added.

The freeholders will continue to
earn $29,500, with the chairman
earning $31,500 and the vice-chair-
man $30,500. They have not taken
an increase since 2006.

Cranford resident Jim Buettner
said the statement that workers had

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 6
Community ... 6-7, 14
Obituary ........ 6

Education ...... 15
Sports ............ 9-14
Real Estate .... 9-10
Classifieds ..... 14
A&E .............. 16-18

WF Voters Pass $13.6-Mil.
Bond for School Roofs
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield vot-
ers passed a $13.6-million bond ref-
erendum Tuesday by a tally of 2,700
yes votes to 1,503 no votes. The
bond will fund the replacement of
school roofs across the district. The
bond passed in all four wards and in
24 of Westfield’s 25 voting dis-
tricts.

The results (please see page 5 for
election results) came in shortly af-
ter the end of the board of education
meeting Tuesday evening, which
ended in a rebuttal, point by point,
by Board President Richard
Mattessich of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times’ editorial in the De-
cember 6 issue of this paper, which
chastised the board for sending e-
mails to parents which said services
and personnel would have to be cut
if the roof replacement had to come
out of the current budget.

For the second time in three months
Westfield residents were asked to give
their blessing to a multimillion-dol-
lar bond referendum designed to fi-

nance district-wide roof replacement
for Westfield’s schools. In Septem-
ber voters rejected a $17-million ref-
erendum that included the roofs as
well as a $3.5-million lighted turf
soccer field. The turf field was not on
Tuesday’s referendum. In Septem-
ber, the votes cast were 3,381 no to
1,511 yes votes.

It has been previously reported that
school officials said Westfield High
School is the first priority for the roof
replacement. The roofs are sched-
uled to be replaced by 2014. On No-
vember 27, as reported in The Times,
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan said the rejection of the refer-
endum would have resulted in a de-
lay of the roof replacement project,
and financing would have to come
from reserve accounts that have been
allocated to other projects. She also
said that technology projects would
be affected and that budget reduc-
tions would include losing teachers,
secretaries, paraprofessionals, coun-
selors and other staff. She added that
the cuts would affect class size and
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Cranford Committee OKs $580,000
Bond For Hurricane Recovery
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday approved a
$580,000 bond ordinance to finance
various repairs to municipal proper-
ties and facilities that were damaged
by Superstorm Sandy in late Octo-
ber. The bond, which was unani-
mously approved, will cover part of
the emergency $775,000 storm re-
covery appropriation approved by the
committee in November. Commis-
sioner Edward O’Malley noted that
funding from the federal government
should eventually cover most of
Cranford’s expenses in this regard.

Commissioner Kevin Campbell

said at the committee’s penultimate
meeting of the year that the first round
of leaf pickup has been completed
and the second one currently is un-
derway, after which branches—spe-
cifically, he noted, those of four inches
or less in diameter—will be picked
up. After that, the township will con-
duct a third round of leaf pickup. He

did point out that residents “are re-
sponsible for their own trees,” mean-
ing the township public works de-
partment will not collect downed trees
from private properties. And, he said,
homeowners who have put large trees
from their properties into the street in
hopes of having the municipal gov-
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