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The Angels came, the Shepherds came, the Wise men came, 
WILL YOU COME? We invite you this Christmas to worship HIM with us. 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church 
Very Rev. John J. Paladino, Pastor/Dean 

2032 Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 
www.stbartholomewchurch.org 

(908) 322-5192 

MASS SCHEDULE 
    Christmas Eve   Christmas Day 

            3:30 pm, 5:30 pm,                                   8:00 am, 
       7:30 pm, 12:00 Midnight                   10:00 am, 12 Noon   

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE MEANING BEHIND THE HOLIDAY…Volunteers from the Westfield
Knights of Columbus assist in assembling the creche at the north side train station
in Westfield on Saturday.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT...Volunteers from the Westfield Area “Y”’s Men’s Club
sell Christmas Trees and wreaths over the weekend at the lot on Elm Street in
Westfield.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS COMES ALIVE…Children enjoy petting the animals at the live
Nativity scene on the great lawn of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield on
December 2. Two kid goats stole the hearts of these youngsters.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS COMES ALIVE…Children enjoy talking to Mary, played by Jo
Kinsella, as Joseph, portrayed by Joe Jones, looks on at the live Nativity and
petting zoo on the front lawn of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield on
December 2.  The Reverend Dr. Ray Roberts read passages of the Christmas story
and choir members led the community visitors in an old fashioned Christmas
Carol sing.

freeholders at all,” Mr. Sullivan added.
The freeholders will continue to

earn $29,500, with the chairman earn-
ing $31,500 and the vice-chairman
$30,500. They have not taken an in-
crease since 2006.

Cranford resident Jim Buettner said
the statement that workers had not had
an increase is inaccurate, noting that
county employees received lifetime
health benefits the past few years. The
benefit was first offered to unionized
workers in exchange for zero wage
increases a few of the years within
their union contracts. The benefit was
later offered to non-union workers.
Mr. Buettner said the benefit has cost
the county over $100 million.

The freeholders also passed a reso-
lution authorizing that raises for non-
contractual employees be increased
based on the Consumer Price Index
of 1.7 percent. Mr. DiRado said the
board had not increased the CPI per-
centage for raises since 2006, with
the board last authorizing non-union
raises at the end of 2007 for 2008.

Summit Councilman Tom
Getzendanner explained that Sum-
mit does its salary adjustments annu-
ally. “We don’t let them bunch up for
five or six years and we do so on a
much smaller amount than 1.7 per-
cent,” he told the freeholders.

The freeholders also approved a

resolution to accept a $1,350,000 state
Green Acres grant for development
of Oak Ridge Park in Clark. Mr.
Graziano said the money is a match-
ing grant, meaning the county will
have to spend the same amount of
county funds for a minimum project
total of $2.7 million.

Mr. Faella said Mr. Graziano and
Mr. Zuber have just started meetings
to discuss final plans for Oak Ridge, a
former golf course that was closed
after posting a $400,000 deficit. The
county has hired Pinnacle Consulting
& Construction Services to look at the
various concepts in the Union County
Parks Master Plan and produce a final
construction plan. A parks master plan
has proposed $38.7 million in im-
provements, including $16 million for
a year-round ice-skating rink.

“As discussions take place and we
have various plans, obviously that
will be shared with the public (and)
with the board in terms of what we
are looking to do and what the costs
will be,” Mr. Faella said.

The freeholders also passed a reso-
lution authorizing the Oak Ridge
Sportmen’s Association to remove
deer at Ash Brook Reservation dur-
ing the permit shotgun season from
January 5 to February 9, 2013. The
hunt is part of the county’s Deer
Management Plan.
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WF Zoning Board Okays,
Postpones Applications
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment had a full
and varied agenda on Monday night,
despite not having a full board present.
Board Attorney Vincent Loughlin and
Acting Chairman Robert Burslem
guided the panel in decision-making.

The board approved the following
applications:

Laura and Joe Dougherty of 554
Highland Avenue sought approval to
construct a 2.5-story addition con-
trary to the building code. The town
ordinance requires a minimum side-
yard setback of 12.5 feet, where they
proposed 10 feet. The ordinance al-
lows a maximum building height of
32.75 feet, where the applicants pro-
posed 34.15 feet. The code allows a
maximum height of 2.5 stories where
the applicants proposed three stories.

Michael and Lynne Ainge of 602
Tremont Avenue sought approval to
construct a one-story addition con-
trary to code. The ordinance requires
a minimum street side-yard setback of
20 feet, where they proposed 16.2
feet. Their plans include a maximum
building coverage of 20.22 percent,
where the ordinance requires 20 per-
cent.

Chad and Rochelle Wagenheim of
215 Sunset Avenue sought to retain a
retaining wall contrary to code. The
ordinance requires that the retaining
wall be set back from the property line
a distance of at least one foot for each
foot of height of the retaining wall. The
code also requires a setback of 1.5 to
3.8 feet, where they proposed 1.3 feet.

Christopher Langhart of 815
Embree Crescent sought to construct
a two-story addition contrary to code.
The ordinance allows a maximum cov-
erage for buildings and above ground
structures of 20 percent, where the
applicants proposed 21.8 percent. They
proposed a side-yard setback of eight
feet for the addition, whereas the
town’s ordinance requires 10 feet.
The second side-yard setback was
proposed at 11.25 feet, where the
ordinance requires a minimum side-

yard setback of 20 feet.
The board denied an application

by Michael P. Miller of 311 Temple
Place, who sought to retain a 10-foot
by 16-foot shed in a residential zone
contrary to the building code. The
town ordinance allows a maximum
shed size of 150 square feet, where
Mr. Miller proposed 160 square feet.

The board will assign a special
hearing date for an application by
Kidville Westfield. Catherine and Paul
Wilder wish to establish the business
at 109 East Broad Street within the
Central Business District zone, which
is contrary to the town code. They
also are seeking to appeal an admin-
istrative officer’s error. Kidville wit-
nesses and a full board will be present
at the special meeting.

The following applications were
carried to the Monday, January 14
meeting: UBS/Verizon, 130 North
Avenue West, which is seeking
changes in signage, and Edward Jones
& Co. LLP, 251 North Avenue, which
is seeking approval to install a wall
sign contrary to code. The ordinance
permits a painted window sign where
the proposed is a wall sign at the
third-floor level. The board has asked
Jones & Co. to come back with a
pared down sign design.

Also carried to January were appli-
cations by David and Sarann Wood
of 250 Seneca Place, who are seeking
approval to construct a two-story ad-
dition contrary to code, and 440 North
Ave. LLC, 440 North Avenue, East.
The applicant seeks to construct 12
residential apartments in a business
zone and include parking underneath
the building, both of which are not
permitted.

The Westfield Planning Board pre-
viously approved the application in
July 2011 as an office building. The
building would replace a previous
small, metal-plated building that had
been used as a White Diamond diner
several decades ago and then an Ital-
ian restaurant, which has since been
demolished. That building had been
used by the now closed New Norris
Chevrolet dealership next door.

Kalnins pointed out the “importance”
of these projects. “We pay our sewer
fees to RVSA [Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority] based on the amount
of water going into the sanitary
sewer,” he said. Stormwater runoff
going into the sanitary lines raises
those fees so the new configurations
at several locales in Cranford will
help lessen RVSA fees.

Mr. Campbell said the locations
approved this week were not the only
places where the two systems were
merged, but called this week’s moves
“a big step forward” in addressing
the problem. Commissioner
O’Malley called the sewer projects
“a long time coming” and expressed
his hope that they would help “lower
our sewer costs.”

The township committee voted to
table until next year an ordinance
regarding the designation of historic
districts in Cranford because “some
clarification and cleaning up of some
issues” is still required, according to
commissioner Lisa Adubato. Last
month, the committee enacted an or-
dinance spelling out the procedures
under which a neighborhood can be
designated as a historic district by the
local historic preservation advisory
board. An amendment to the ordi-
nance, which was to be voted on this
week, would give homeowners in
any potential historic district the right
to object to the designation during a
hearing before the historic preserva-
tion board, which would then advise
the township committee of the objec-
tions.

Maureen Strazdon, who heads the
historic preservation board, told the

committee on Tuesday that the
amendment “could lead to some con-
fusion” among residents and said her
group would meet with the planning
board and other local officials to craft
alternative and more clear language.

The committee also approved an
ordinance mandating a checklist to
be completed by those filing land
development applications with the
township zoning board of adjustment
or planning board. Calling it a “com-
mon sense” move that “should have
been done before,” Deputy Mayor
Campbell noted that the push for the
checklist came about after an appli-
cant before the planning board failed
to fulfill certain requirements and
“fell through the cracks,” leaving the
municipal government without any
ways to correct the errors that had
resulted.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Mayor David Robinson presented
proclamations congratulating James
Sweeney and Edward Duffy on
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout in
the Boy Scouts of America. The his-
toric murals committee formally pre-
sented the township committee with
four large murals depicting local his-
tory dating back to when the Lenni
Lenape Indian tribe populated the
area. The four murals, which have
been hanging on the wall behind the
committee dais for a number of
months, were painted in the 1930s
and were hidden away in storage for
many years before being found and
restored four years ago.

The township committee’s final
meeting of 2012  will be on Monday,
December 17, at 7:30 p.m.
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“there are a lot of bright people in this
town” and having an open seat gives an
opportunity to those seeking to run for
council.

The Garwood Council adopted, 4 to
1, an ordinance that fixes salaries and
wages of certain officials and employ-
ees of the Borough of Garwood, effec-
tive as of January 1, 2012. The ordi-
nance lays out the minimums and maxi-
mums of salaries and wages of a long
list of staff of the borough, including
but not limited to, the mayor, mini-
mum, $1,800, maximum, $2,200; coun-
cil, minimum, $1,500, maximum,
$2,000; planning board attorney, mini-
mum, $6,000, maximum, $9,000; pub-
lic defender, minimum, $4,600, maxi-
mum, $5,200; and the municipal attor-
ney, minimum and maximum, $14,495.

Councilman James Mathieu voted
against the ordinance because, he said,
the cost of raises have gone up from
some $9,000 to $11,000, and over one-
third of the tax increase has gone to
employee raises for 2012, as opposed
to services.

Council President Sluka said he dis-
agreed with the voting on salaries for
2012 on the last meeting of the year.

“It’s unfair to the employees to ban-
ter about what the raises will be,” he
said.

“They should know what they’re
working for,” he said. “They should
know how we value their work.”

A special emergency appropriation
of $75,000 was approved through a
resolution to fund the costs the bor-
ough incurred associated with Hurri-
cane Sandy. Some $40,000 was related
to tree and debris removal, Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma said. There
also was damage to the roof of borough
hall and sidewalks throughout the bor-
ough.

The borough expects to be reim-
bursed by Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA)  aid for
most of the costs associated with Sandy,
Finance Committee Chairwoman Sara
Todisco said.

A groundbreaking ceremony for the
Athletic Field Complex will be held
this Saturday, December 15, at 11 a.m.,
Committee Chairman Louis Petruzzelli
said.

The council passed, 4 to 1, a resolu-
tion for the compensation of police
officers in the year 2013. Councilman
Mathieu voted against the resolution.
“I would love to see everyone receive 1
to 1½ percent less and have another
police officer on the streets in Garwood,”
he said. The borough has been short
one police officer.

The council also passed, 5 to 0, the
salary for Police Chief Bruce Underhill
for the year 2013. The raise reflects a
1.75-percent increase, Ms. Todisco said.

Additionally, the council adopted a
resolution regarding the settlement of a
tax appeal to reduce the tax assessment
of Garwood Associates LP by $12,637
for 2012.

The Garwood Volunteer Fire De-
partment elected officers for 2013, Fire
Committee Chairman Petruzzelli said.
Chief Wayne Frew, who served as chief
for three years, has resigned from his
position, and Michael Tharaldsen will
take his place. Leonard Spina was
elected assistant chief; Allan Tweedle,
captain; John Scalzadonna, first
lieutentant, and Jack McGuire, second
lieutenant.

A resolution authorizing Ms.
Ariemma to sign a service maintenance
agreement with Quality Service Associ-
ates for a variety of HVAC equipment in
the amount of $6,945 was approved.

The council also passed a new reso-
lution to include a snow removal re-
serve in the municipal budget to be set
at $2,500 yearly, with any unused funds
to roll over to the next year.

Mr. Petruzzelli said that in one recent
snowy year, it cost the borough $7,000
to remove snow from the downtown,
and said the reserve would help in the
years when snow is abundant.
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 “It is true that principals e-mailed
parents concerning the bond, but it was
in no way meant to scare them. E-mails
are inexpensive, but we have made
those statements to everyone in town.”
He also said, “ The editorial accused us
of acting unlawfully, and being guilty
of a conflict of interest. He went on to
say that all of the efforts of the board
have been overseen by bond counsel.

“The public will hopefully speak out
today,” he added. “It is permissible to
bond for roofs; the editorial suggested
it is not legal.” He also said, “The
Westfield school system is efficiently
run; we are permitted to go outside the
budget.” He argued several other points
in the editorial and ended by saying,
“Putting less than all the facts in a
newspaper column in order to skew a
vote is certainly wrong.”

In other business, the board’s au-
ditor, Robert Morrison, gave the dis-
trict a clean bill of health and
complimented the board on its dili-
gence in following efficient finan-
cial planning practices.

The board, by resolution, thanked
board member Jane Clancy, who is
retiring after serving for six years as
a board member, for being dedi-
cated, thoughtful and hardworking.
After the meeting the board went
directly into executive session. The
next meeting of the board will be on
Thursday, January 3, 2013, at 7:30
p.m. at the administration building
on Elm Street.

The polls closed at 9 p.m., and the
result of the vote was in the town clerk’s
office by 9:30 p.m. Board members
were not available for comment.
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next year’s council meetings and set-
ting the annual reorganization meet-
ing for Wednesday, January 2, at 7
p.m.

Following a closed session with
former town attorney Robert
Cockren, the council approved a reso-
lution allowing the mayor to sign a
settlement agreement regarding
Sunnyside versus Town of Westfield.

In 2009, Sunnyside Senior Hous-
ing of Westfield filed a lawsuit against
the Town of Westfield and the
Westfield Planning Board, alleging
that its attempts to develop 1.5 acres
at 206 Springfield Avenue in Westfield
was “rebuffed” by the defendants.
Steve Needle and Ray Rodgers are
the owners of Sunnyside.

The suit was considered a “build-
ers remedy” lawsuit, as the town did
not have a fair housing plan approved
under the regulations set forth by the
Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH). While the original proposal
was for 60 housing units, the settle-
ment will allow construction of 24
units, with four to be designated as
affordable.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst
said that the settlement is an “equi-
table result.”

Councilman Haas said that while
Councilman Foerst praised Mr.
Cockren, the town engineer and the
town planner in closed session, they

deserved public praise for their assis-
tance in brokering this settlement.

During the public-comment por-
tion of the meeting, resident Pamela
Orbach was critical of the department
of public works, specifically what she
characterized as the lack of priority
the department gives to leaf pickup in
areas near Westfield schools that do
not have parking lots. “I know they
work hard, but I believe they need
guidance,” she told the council.

She also said that the “perception in
the community is that it’s unsafe to be
a pedestrian.” Ms. Orbach suggested
that the police give warnings and ticket
violations such as failure to signal, in
order to better educate drivers.

In other business, the council ap-
proved resolutions setting the meet-
ing schedule for 2013. The new sched-
ule will have conference sessions and
regular meetings on the same nights,
with conference sessions beginning at
7:30 p.m. and regular meetings at 8
p.m. Meetings will be held twice a
month, with the exception of July and
August, when the council will only
meet once each month.

At the end of the meeting, Mayor
Andy Skibitsky thanked council
members for their hard work and
presented them with their $1 pay-
checks.

The council will meet next at its
reorganization meeting on January 2.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
MEETING THE PLAYWRIGHT…At the fundraiser for Liberty Live at Kean
University on December 7, Westfield dignitaries meet E.M. Lewis, playwright of
the one-act play Liberty Live: Talking to Westfield. From left, Superintendent of
Westfield Schools Margaret Dolan, Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Kean
professor and curator of the Westfield Historical Society Stanley Lipson, Mr.
Lewis and President of the Westfield Historical Society Nancy Priest. See story on
page 18.


