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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
NATIVITY SCENE…The Presbyterian Church in Westfield makes the nativity scene come alive for the community on
December 2. Along with the nativity scene, young live animals were on the great front lawn for children of all ages to feed
and pet. Two tiny kid goats stole the hearts of the little girls and boys.

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS...Mayor Andy Skibitsky addresses the attendees of the
annual Menorah lighting in downtown Westfield on Sunday, the second night of
Chanukah, as Rabbi Levi Block looks on. A group of around 70 gathered in the
rain for the celebration which was also attended by Councilmen David Haas and
Sam Della Fera. All three addressed the attendees with warm words of welcome
and Chanukah messages. Robert Kuchner of Westfield also shared a D’var
Torah with everyone. Following the lighting, everyone danced to the live music
and enjoyed delicious Chanukah donuts and chocolate gelt.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader
CONTINUO GIRLS…Continuo Arts Singers, comprised of middle and high
school students, welcomed guests with cheery Christmas Carols along the living
room staircase of a Lenox Avenue home during the “Home for the Holidays”
House Tour fundraiser on December 8. See story on page 18.

Freeholders OK Ordinance
Giving Raises to Directors

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
week introduced an ordinance that
will authorize raises to 10 depart-
ment directors between $2,000 and
$3,000. It is the first time in four
years that the board has issued raises
to directors. The freeholders also ap-
proved a resolution for a 2-percent
pay increase for non-union employ-
ees in 2013. The public hearing and
adoption vote  on the ordinance will
be Thursday, December 20.

According to a copy of the ordi-
nance obtained by The Westfield
Leader, County Manager Al Faella
will receive a $3,000 increase to
$158,100. He was promoted to county
manager in August 2011 from direc-
tor of parks and community renewal,
replacing George Devanney, who re-
tired. Mr. Devanney’s salary was
$168,336.

Other increases are as follows:
County Counsel Robert Barry,
$152,504, a $3,000 increase; Direc-
tor of Engineering, Public Works and
Facilities Joseph Graziano, $121,685,
representing a $7,300 hike; Public
Safety Director Andrew Moran,
$116,069, up $2,276; Human Ser-
vices Director Frank Guzzo,
$133,967, an increase of $2,627; Di-
rector of Correctional Services Brian
Riordan, $119,646, an increase of
$2,300; Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal Director Joan Wheeler, $132,796,
up $2,600, and Finance Director Bibi

Taylor, $122,400, a $2,400 increase.
Ms. Taylor replaced Lawrence
Caroselli, who retired, in 2011. He
was making $132,771.

Matthew DiRado, the husband of
former freeholder clerk and current
Deputy County Clerk Nicole DiRado,
will be paid $122,399, an increase of
$2,400, as director of administrative
services. Last December he received
a boost of $25,529 when he was
promoted from director of the Divi-
sion of Personnel Management and
Labor Relations to acting director of
the Department of Administrative
Services. He replaced Elizabeth
Genievich upon her retirement. Ms.
Genievich was paid $146,357.

Director of Parks and Community
Renewal Ron Zuber will receive a
$2,280 salary increase to $116,280.
Like Mr. DiRado, Mr. Zuber also was
promoted last December from com-
munity organization specialist to act-
ing director of parks and community
renewal, an $11,804 increase.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan defended
the raises for non-unionized employ-
ees.

“They haven’t had a raise in five
years, and like anyone else, their costs
have gone up; the health care costs
especially – the contributions they
have to make now in their paychecks.
After five years, I think that it is a
small increase, and well deserved for
the hard-working people that we
have,” Mr. Sullivan said.

“These raises do not include the

CF Committee OKs $580,000
Bond for Storm Recovery

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD  – The township com-
mittee on Tuesday approved a
$580,000 bond ordinance to finance
various repairs to municipal proper-
ties and facilities that were damaged
by Superstorm Sandy in late Octo-
ber. The bond, which was unani-
mously approved, will cover part of
the emergency $775,000 storm re-
covery appropriation approved by the
committee in November. Commis-
sioner Edward O’Malley noted that
funding from the federal government
should eventually cover most of
Cranford’s expenses in this regard.

Commissioner Kevin Campbell
said at the committee’s penultimate
meeting of the year that the first round
of leaf pick-up has been completed
and the second one is currently un-
derway, after which branches—spe-
cifically, he noted, those of four inches
or less in diameter—will be picked
up. After that, the township will con-

duct a third round of leaf pick-up. He
did point out that residents “are re-
sponsible for their own trees,” mean-
ing the township public works de-
partment will not collect downed trees
from private properties. And he said
homeowners who have put large trees
from their properties into the street in
hopes of having the municipal gov-
ernment take them away will be get-
ting notices from the local govern-
ment informing them of the policy.

From a public safety standpoint,
Mr. Campbell said it was important
for large tree debris to be removed
from the streets so that if a significant
snowfall were to occur, snow plows
would be able to safely and effec-
tively clear the roads.

The committee on Tuesday ap-
proved several resolutions awarding
contracts for storm sewer reconstruc-
tion work, specifically separating the
sanitary sewer line from the storm
water sewer, and Deputy Mayor Andis

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

GW Council President Sluka
Concludes Two Terms

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The council passed
resolutions Tuesday acknowledging the
time served by Council President Keith
Sluka and Councilman Timothy Hak
on the governing body.

Democratic Committee Chairman
Charles Lombardo presented Mr. Sluka
with a gavel, which Mr. Sluka later
tested out jokingly when the mayor
said a few words about his service on
the council.

Mr. Hak was out sick Tuesday.
Each council member made remarks

on Mr. Sluka’s commitment to the coun-
cil and the residents. Many acknowl-
edged how his humor helped to lighten
the serious discussions that had taken

place at the dais.
Mr. Sluka highlighted a few actions

that took place while he served on
council.

“Not everybody agreed, but we did
get the Athletic Field
Complex…passed, which was a long,
long journey,” Mr. Sluka said. “I do
think that is going to be a game changer.”

“It did take Governor Christie to help
us get our budget under control. Any
Democrat doubts that they are just tow-
ing the party line. I think it was impor-
tant for us,” he said.

He noted that shared services, which
are still under review, would help the
borough save money.

He said he did not run again because,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

WF Voters Pass $13.6-Mil. Bond
For School Roofs, 2,700 to 1,503

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield voters
passed a $13.6-million bond referen-
dum Tuesday by a tally of 2,700 yes
votes to 1,503 no votes. The bond will
fund the replacement of school roofs
across the district. The bond passed in
all four wards and in 24 of Westfield’s
25 voting districts.

The results (please see page 5 for
election results) came in shortly after
the end of the board of education meet-
ing Tuesday evening, which ended in a
rebuttal, point by point, by Board Presi-
dent Richard Mattessich of The

Westfield Leader’s editorial in the De-
cember 6 issue of this paper, which
chastised the board for sending e-mails
to parents which said services and per-
sonnel would have to be cut if the roof
replacement had to come out of the
current budget.

For the second time, in three months
Westfield residents were asked to give
their blessing to a multimillion-dollar
bond referendum designed to finance
district-wide roof replacement for
Westfield’s schools. In September vot-
ers rejected a $17-million referendum
that included the roofs as well as a $3.5-
million lighted turf soccer field. The

turf field was not on Tuesday’s referen-
dum. In September, the votes cast were
3,381 no to 1,511 yes.

It has been previously reported that
school officials said Westfield High
School is the first priority for the roof
replacement. The roofs are scheduled
to be replaced by 2014. On November
27, as reported in The Leader, Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Dolan
said the rejection of the referendum
would have resulted in a delay of the
roof replacement project, and financ-
ing would have to come from reserve
accounts that have been allocated to
other projects. She also said that tech-
nology projects would be affected and
that budget reductions would include
losing teachers, secretaries, parapro-
fessionals, counselors and other staff.
She added that the cuts would affect
class size and programs.

As was reported in last week’s paper,
the high school roof will cost $4 mil-
lion. Eighty-three percent of the roof is
set to be replaced. Other roof replace-
ments on the referendum included
Roosevelt Intermediate School, Wash-
ington Elementary School, Tamaques
Elementary School, Lincoln Early
Childhood Center, Jefferson Elemen-
tary School, Franklin Elementary
School, Wilson Elementary School,
McKinley Elementary School, Kehler
Stadium Field House and the board’s
administration building.

Tuesday’s referendum sparked criti-
cism by readers in last week’s issue of
The Leader. E-mails were sent to par-
ents by school principals warning that
deep cuts in personnel and services
would occur if the referendum was
defeated. Several letters to the editor
and an editorial decried this type of
lobbying on the part of school officials.
Possible consequences of the bond fail-
ure were posted on the district’s website.

At Tuesday night’s meeting, Mr.
Mattessich said, “Regardless of what
we learn later tonight, about the fate of
the bond referendum, we will work
together as a board, with or without the
money to replace the roofs. The
Westfield Leader editorial, last Thurs-
day, accused the administration of try-
ing to scare parents into voting for the
referendum.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SAD FAREWELL…Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi says goodbye to Council
President Keith Sluka at Tuesday night’s Garwood Council meeting as he is
leaving his council seat after serving two terms.

Westfield Council Sets Sewer
Fees At Last Year’s Rates

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During Tuesday
night’s meeting, the last of 2012, the
Westfield Council unanimously ap-
proved another year of sewer fees for
residents, along with settling a law-
suit that has been ongoing since 2009.

Next year, 2013, will mark the sec-
ond year that Westfield will charge
residents for sewer usage. Under the
ordinance, fees will remain the same
as in 2012: single-family homes will
be charged $170 per year, while con-
dos and townhouses will be charged
$135 per unit. Commercial and in-
dustrial properties will be charged
$315 per year and apartments will be
charged $100 each for sewer usage.
Sewer bills will be mailed by Febru-
ary 20, 2013 and will be due no later
than April 1, 2013. The fees are being
used to offset Westfield’s bill from
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity, which totaled $3.6 million for

2012 and is expected to rise in 2013.
Former councilman Ken

MacRitchie commented on the ordi-
nance, saying that the ordinance, “cre-
ates a differential between condos
and apartments” while their size may
not be different. He also noted that
Wychwood Gardens is a “coopera-
tive,” which is not mentioned at all in
the ordinance.

Third Ward Democrat Councilman
Dave Haas said that he would “prefer
that we were basing the sewer fee on
usage,” but that he was pleased the
council was only putting the fee for-
ward for one year, and not creating
something permanent.

Resolutions were approved estab-
lishing the meeting dates for all of
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