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Blue Devils Share UCT Title
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Tigers Trip Cougars, 35-21
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Soccer Blue Devils Recreated Themselves
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both schools started going back-and-
forth on facebook. It evolved into you
wear this color and you wear that
color, and 1,000 people showed up
for the game. It was quite the atmo-
sphere,” Coach Kapner said.

The Blue Devils had sluggish per-
formances in their next two games
with losses to Kearny and Monroe.

“We weren’t responding well. Both
players in our central midfield had
significant health issues that were
coming to the front. After preparing
the whole team almost a month and
being happy with the way things were,
we moved Henry Smith from the front
to midfield, and we moved Zach Sheil
from the back line to midfield. We
tweaked the system and proceeded to
run off 15 games without losing. I
couldn’t be more proud of the guys
that they we able to alter the plan and
recreate themselves,” Coach Kapner
said.

Senior co-captain Henry Smith, an
attacker his first three years, moved
back to the midfield but still led the
team in scoring with 11 goals and
eight assists. Smith was named
Coaches First Team All-Union
County (UC)

“Henry went from being a striker
to a midfielder and finished his career
with 41 goals. That’s certainly one of
the top scores in the history of the
program,” Coach Kapner said.

Even though he played at outside

back, co-captain Sam Eliades (All-
UC First Team), when called upon,
sprinted to the front to add offensive
pressure and contributed two goals
and two assists. Co-captain Ben Fine
(All-UC First Team) controlled the
defense but was also a force up front
on throw-ins and managed to net a
pair of goals and an assist.

“Sam and Ben were both backs, so
they don’t have the statistics. Sam
was an outside back, and Ben was our
sweeper and center of our defense.
Sam was kind of the heart of our
team. He was the guy that the other
guys looked to. When he was pushing
forward, the whole team responded
to him. He overlapped a great deal,
got involved in the offense a great
deal, and he was also an exception-
ally good marker. Ben was the heart
of our defense and kind of ran every-
thing out there,” Coach Kapner said.

Senior Noah Rosenberg scored five
goals and added five assists, and se-
nior Brett Ripperger netted three goals
and contributed six assists.

“Noah and Brett! Great players!
They were involved in getting us
goals. They were high energy play-
ers,” Coach Kapner said.

The Master of the Throw-ins, jun-
ior Zach Sheil (All-UC Second Team),
scored one goal but got eight assists
with his powerful tosses, especially
to Twin Towers Fine and sophomore
Mike Prozuk, who banged in 10 goals

and added four assists.
“Zach’s throw-in was the best

weapon I have ever seen in high school
soccer. Every time we were within 30
yards, we knew we had a chance to
score. We had a couple of set plays,
and we created what we call the Twin
Towers. It was very effective. Mike
Prozuk and Ben Fine were the tow-
ers, and everybody ran off of them. It
actually got to the point where teams
would give us corner kicks rather
than throw-ins. What was lost in that
was that Zach became the defensive
midfielder, and he marked the other
teams’ best player out of games, and
was the voice of leadership in the
midfield,” Coach Kapner said.

Derek Amakye put in four goals,
sophomore Matt Williams netted two
goals and an assist and Bryon Lessner
had two goals, while sophomore
Kevin Irving had a goal and an assist.
Matt Landeka had a goal and junior
Jeremie DeDea had two assists, while
Sam Karnofsky, Sam Sokolin and
Sanjay Sujanthumaker each had one
assist.

Junior goalkeeper Dan LaCorte
(All-UC First Team) was indeed more
than a pleasant surprise.

“We had 10 shutouts this year. He
had 155 saves. He made a number of
great saves. I can’t express the won-
der and awe we had with the phenom-
enal season this young man had,”
Coach Kapner said.

Soccer Raiders Had Finesse, Finish 19-1-3
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per-game average. The four team cap-
tains, Andrew Leischner, Colin Strip-
ling, Morgan Ellman and Vinny
Bianco accounted for 36 goals and 18
assists.

Leischner netted 10 goals and added
11 assists for 31 points, while Strip-
ling netted 11 goals and had four
assists for 26 points. Stripling was
one of two New Jersey players to be
selected a Coaches All-American. He
was also selected All-State First Team
(top-15). Leischner was also selected
First Team All-State (A-S) and All-
Union County (UC).

Ellman (A-S Third Team, First UC)
hit for eight goals and had two assists,
while Bianco (A-S Honorable Men-
tion, Second UC), who was injured
for several games, put in seven goals
and had an assist.

“Four of our seniors have to stand
out – Colin Stripling, and Andrew
Leischner, Morgan Ellman, and al-
though he didn’t have the year he
would like to have due to injuries,
Vinny Bianco. Vinny and Colin were
four-year players, and the other two
were three-year starters. Their lead-
ership and experience is what allowed
us to have an outstanding season,”
Coach Breznitsky said.

The Raiders also got a lot of mile-
age from several underclassmen
Jassiem Wahtuse (First UC, A-S Hon-
orable Mention), a 6’0” sophomore,
fired in nine goals and added five
assists. Junior Christian Zazzali (First
UC, Third A-S Central), who moved
to the backfield, still netted seven
goals and two assists.

“We had all the ingredients of an
outstanding team. We had senior lead-
ership. Decent size. We had excep-
tionally skilled players. We had very
good depth, 16, 17 guys almost every
game. We had a few moves here and
there through the course of the sea-
son. Christian Zazzali moving from
up front into the back helped our
defense,” Coach Breznitsky said.

Others who added to the intensity
were seniors Rob Zukofsky and Fran-
cisco Chinchilla, juniors Devin Glover
and Brian Rubin, and sophomore Jus-
tin Rodriques.

“Scoring wise we were pretty well
balanced. We didn’t have a 20-goal
scorer, but we had a 10-goal, 11-goal,
9-goal, 7-goal scorer. It’s pretty diffi-
cult to come in and defend that,”
Coach Breznitsky pointed out.

Two freshmen, James Murphy (2
goals, 11 assists, Second A-S Cen-
tral, First UC) and Joey Bianco (de-
fense – First A-S Central) came into
the fold and fit very well.

“One of the things were the two

freshmen. Our team was 80 percent
full, and we were still looking for two
pieces to solidify things. Joey Bianco
played defense outstanding. He and
James Murphy were both outstand-
ing players, without a doubt two of
the top freshmen in the state. They
were the two pieces of the puzzle,”
Coach Breznitsky said.

The Raiders’ ability to move a
multitude of underclassmen in-and-
out of the lineup will set up a solid

foundation for next year.
“Most of the time, we started the

two freshmen and ninety percent of
the time the two sophomores, Justin
Rodriques and Jassiem. We have four
quality players plus Christian Zazzali.
Our keeper is coming back and a
couple of others who started. I am
certainly optimistic about next year.
Every year, we are the team that ev-
erybody looks to beat,” Coach
Breznitsky said.

tion last year, has been sidelined this
season.

Junior center midfielder Karli
Sottung netted seven goals and led
the team with seven assists to finish
with a team-leading 21 points. Last
year Sottung was a Coaches All-UC
and All-State First Team selection, in
addition to NJ top-20 and All-Ameri-
can by Region selection.

Senior forward Emily McBain net-
ted six goals and an assist this season
for a 13-point total, and sophomore
forward Lil Scott put in five goals and
added four assists for 14 points. Se-
nior forward Sarah Freer, an All-UC
Honorable Mention last year, scored
four goals and had four assists for 12
points. Freer plans to continue her
soccer career at Hobart and William
Smith Colleges in Geneva, N.Y.

Senior forward Alexandra Tinfow,
a Coaches First Team All-UC with
All-State recognition in 2010, scored

four goals and had two assists this
season for 10 points. In her four years
of varsity, Tinfow started 68 games
and helped the Blue Devils earn a
sectional title in 2009, as well as two
conference titles (2009, 2011), one
county title (2012) and two county
second-place finishes, and two sec-
ond-place finishes in the conference.
Tinfow plans on playing Division III
college soccer but is undecided where
to attend.

Junior forward/midfielder Gianna
Devito contributed three goals and
two assists for the team this season.
Junior forward Jenna Helfand netted
two goals and a pair of assists. Junior
midfielder Carly Friedman notched a
goal and an assist. Junior midfielders
Becca Kraus and Leia Descalzi, and
sophomore midfielder Judy
McDonald each contributed a goal,
and sophomore midfielder Brianna
O’Brien contributed an assist.

yard TD run with 3:27 left in the third
quarter. The point after kick missed.

The Cougars attempted an onside
kick, but the Tigers pounced on it at
midfield. From that point, the Cougar
defense adjusted properly to the Ti-
gers’ left-side running attack then
Oblachinski intercepted a pass at the
11-yard line. Green and the Cougars’
offense responded with an 11-play,
89-yard scoring drive, capped by
Green’s 32-yard run. Green then hit
Folinusz in the end zone for the two-
point conversion to make the score,
35-21, with 7:40 remaining.

A few minutes later, the Cougars
got another chance when Ryan Farrell
and a mass of linemen smothered a
Tiger fumble at the Cranford 34. The
Tigers’ defense held and regained

possession at their 39, but Farrell and
company recovered another fumble
at midfield. Once again, the Tigers
held, took possession and took a knee.

“We were prepared, but we didn’t
come through. They made more plays
than we did. We never quit. We just
came back too late. That’s what it
came down to,” Green.

“I didn’t expect anything different
that we would fight until the very end.
It’s just a matter of you can’t fall
down by that many. We turned the
ball over. That led to a score. We
didn’t do our defensive assignments,
and they were the better team tonight.
That’s a fact of life,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.
Palisades Park   7 21   7   0 35
Cranford   7   0   6   8 21
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Jacqueline
“Jackie”
Waldman

SPLIT

SCOTCH PLAINS. Set back on almost a half acre of tranquil park-like
property located on a private cul-de-sac, this completely updated home
boasts 3 BR, 1full/2half baths and is beautifully appointed with quality
amenities throughout. This special home features: freshly painted rooms,
hardwood floors, LR with gas fireplace, kitchen with granite counters, wood
cabinets, SS appliances and slider to deck, new windows, oversize screened
in porch, laundry room, fin basement and so much more. $535,000.

Vivian
Cortese-Strano

SCOTCH PLAINS. Dramatic 2-story entrance foyer and versatile
floor plan. This home boasts an impeccable gourmet kit w/center island
that seats ten, cherry hard-wood flooring, 17 skylights, vaulted ceilings,
4 fireplaces, and a luxurious master suite w/balcony. A hidden backyard
oasis includes an IG pool surrounded by a stone water fall w/built-in
slide; gorgeous custom-crafted stone barbeque, and stone patio. This yd
also has a full batting cage for your baseball enthusiasts. $1,450,000.

Susan
Devaney

EXPANDED CAPE

WESTFIELD. Lovely Expanded Cape in the highly rated Wilson
school district boasts an exquisite backyard with 9 lovely rooms. 4
Bedroom, 2 ½ Bath, Set on .41 acres, this jewel has loads of living space
and natural sunlight. High ceilings, spacious closets, hardwood floors,
built-ins, fireplace, skylights, sauna, steam shower, 1st fl laundry& brand
name appl. The list goes on! This immaculate home with its’ stunning
backyard is sure to please. $839,000.

Associate of the Month

Ana DeFigueiredo
Top Lister for the Month of November

BUILDER CHET MOSCO OF MAJESTIC HOMES

MOUNTAINSIDE. Meticulous craftsmanship is captured by Builder
Chet Mosco of Majestic Homes. Recently expanded & completely renovated,
you have every modern convenience in this 5 Bedroom, 4.1 Bath home. The
beauty of natural materials is everywhere, from hardwood floors to stone
front detailing to cherry wood cabinets throughout the kitchen. Located in
The Gardens close to NYC transportation & downtown Westfield,
spaciousness is the hallmark of this Mountainside retreat. $1,170,000.

Niki
Fry

Carol DiGraci
Top Units for the Month of November

Associate of the MonthCUSTOM HOME

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY CAPABLE DEFENSE…Blue Devil outside back Sam Eliades, No. 4, boots the ball downfield to assist goalkeeper
Dan LaCorte as Raider forward Vinny Bianco, No. 7, looks on.


