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Remodeling your home can 
increase its value. Protect it 
by taking a new look at your 
homeowners insurance.  
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Renovate your 
homeowners 
policy.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Great insurance. Low rates.Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Senate Passes Min. Wage Hike;
Bill Heads to Christie’s Desk
The state Senate passed legislation

last Thursday to raise the minimum
wage in March by $1.25 an hour to
$8.50 and then adjust it automatically
each year in increases or decreases tied
to the Consumer Price Index (CPI).
Under this legislation, and based on
projected trends in the CPI by non-
partisan legislative staff, the mini-
mum wage would rise to $9.49 in
2017. The Senate’s 23-16 party-line
vote saw all 16 Republicans vote against
the measure. The Assembly passed
the measure, 44-31-1, on Monday.

 “For years, New Jersey has assigned
a dollar amount to the minimum wage
that is woefully inadequate. In fact, it is
a complete failure. An increase must
happen. Moreover, the additional money
earned by those making minimum wage
will go right back into the economy. And
by tying future increases to the CPI, we
will ensure that people can still see a
meaningful wage increase, but one that
does not cause severe hardship for busi-
ness owners,” Sen. Sweeney said.

Senator Joe Pennacchio (R-Morris)
said, “Both parties by and large agree
that the minimum wage should be
increased, and my amendment hits the
Democrats’ mark of $8.50. But legis-
lative Democrats still refuse to com-
promise and would rather hold work-
ers and small businesses as political
hostages for next year’s campaigns...”

Senator Pennacchio said his
amendment would increase New
Jersey’s minimum wage by 35 cents
to $7.50 on January 1, 2013, by an
additional 40 cents to $7.90 on Janu-
ary 1, 2014, and by 60 more cents to
$8.50 on January 1, 2015. New
Jersey’s minimum wage was last in-
creased in 2009, when the federal mini-
mum wage was increased to $7.25 per
hour. State law enacted in 2005
shepherded in a three-year period of
growth that saw the rate increase from
$5.15 per hour to $7.15 per hour.

Oliver, Bramnick Comment
On Tour of Jersey Shore

Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver (D-
34, East Orange) and Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield)
released the following statements Thurs-
day after General Assembly members
were able to tour Superstorm Sandy dev-
astation in Ocean County.

The bus tour, led by the New Jersey
State Police Superintendent Col. Rick
Fuentes, commenced in Seaside Heights
and included Ortley Beach, Lavellette,
Ocean Beach, Chadwick, Normandy
Beach, Brick and Mantoloking.

“Seeing the devastation today really
hits home. It’s one thing to see it on the
news. It’s entirely another thing see
first-hand the challenge our state faces
as we move toward rebuilding. This
was a valuable experience that Assem-
bly members will remember as we
move toward helping our residents and
businesses recover,” Asw. Oliver said.

Asm. Bramnick said, “It was heart-
wrenching to tour neighborhoods
devastated by Hurricane Sandy. Pic-
tures cannot convey the magnitude of
the destruction along the Jersey Shore.
We will continue to work with fed-
eral and local officials to rebuild our
communities as quickly as possible.”

Booker Leads Dems in Poll
For U.S. Senate in ‘14

A new poll by Public Policy Polling,
based in Raleigh, N.C., finds Newark
Mayor Cory Booker leading the pack
for Democratic United States Senatorial
candidate in 2014. Mayor Booker has a
23-point spread over Republican Lieu-
tenant Governor Kim Guadagno. That
lead narrows to15 points when current
New Jersey Senator Frank Lautenberg,
a Democrat, is pitted against her. Reps.
Rob Andrews and Frank Pallone, both
Democrats, were essentially tied with
Lt. Gov. Guadagno. Forty-five percent
of respondents said Sen. Lautenberg,
who will turn 89 on January 23, should
retire.  PPP surveyed 600 New Jersey
voters, including an over sample of 300
Democratic Primary voters, from No-
vember 26 to 28.

Ex-Bergenfield Attorney Gets
Probation for Mail Fraud

Former Bergenfield Borough At-
torney Dennis J. Oury, 62, of Naples,
Fla., has been sentenced to three years
of probation and a $175,000 fine for
his role in a mail fraud scheme and
failure to file federal income tax re-
turns, according to U.S. Attorney for
New Jersey Paul Fishman.

The U.S. Attorney’s office said  in
late 2001, Oury and Joseph  Ferriero,
who was then the Bergen County
Democratic chairman, created Gov-
ernmental Grants Consulting (GGC)
that purported to assist municipali-
ties in obtaining grants and low-in-
terest loans from government agen-
cies while concealing their interests
in the company and profiting from
Bergen County municipalities . GGC
paid $134,000, with Ferriero and
Oury each garnering about $25,000
for obtaining more than $1 million in
grants and loans for a Bergenfield
project, The Record  reported.

Man Charged With Possession
Of Counterfeit Merchandise

Holt to Hold Lottery for Tkts.
To Presidential Inauguration

ROSELLE PARK – New Jersey
State Police detectives from the cargo
theft unit arrested a Roselle Park man
last week and recovered more than
8,000 counterfeited electronics com-
ponents valued at $684,620 during
the execution of a search warrant,
according to the New Jersey Attor-
ney General’s office.

In September of this year, Apple
Inc. notified the State Police that
counterfeit Apple product compo-
nents were being sold illegally from
bodegas in Union City and on the
website www.muchbuy.com. Dur-
ing the course of this investiga-
tion, detectives made purchases of
counterfeit electronic components
being sold as legitimate Apple
products, according to a press re-
lease from the Attorney General’s
office.

A court-authorized search warrant
was executed at a warehouse located
at 174 West Westfield Avenue, rented

by MuchBuy Incorporated. Troopers
and detectives from the Union City
Police Department seized counter-
feit electronic components falsely
bearing the trademarks of Apple, Dell,
Microsoft, Sony, Blackberry, and
HTC.

The owner of MuchBuy Inc,
Mark Lin, 34, of Roselle Park, was
arrested at the warehouse and
charged with possession of trade-
mark counterfeiting merchandise.
He was released pending a court
appearance.

On its website, MuchBuy Incorpo-
rated describes itself as “a place where
you can find thousands of products
offered at incredible prices” and as a
“one-stop shopping destination for
iPhone and iPod accessories, laptop/
notebook accessories, video game
accessories, camera/camcorder ac-
cessories and other consumer elec-
tronics.” They said they compete
against Ebay.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep. Rush
Holt (D-12th) has encouraged those
residents planning to attend the presi-
dential inauguration on Monday, Janu-
ary 21, on the Capitol grounds in
Washington, D.C. to begin their travel
plans now, as hotels, airlines, and
Amtrak all sell out quickly.

“You do not need a ticket to attend
the inauguration. The National Mall
will be open and equipped with large
projection screens and sound sys-
tems so you can see and hear the
festivities from as far as a mile away.
You may also attend, without a ticket,
the inaugural parade, which runs up
Pennsylvania Avenue from the Capi-
tol to the White House shortly after
the swearing-in ceremony,” the Con-
gressman said.

Rep. Holt has received a small allot-
ment of tickets to these areas, and will
conduct a random lottery. “All requests
from the 12th Congressional District –
including those from elected officials,
friends, community leaders, and even
my staff will go through the lottery,” he
said. Through redistricting most of
Scotch Plains and all Fanwood resi-
dents are now in Mr. Holt’s district as
of January.

Those interested in entering the
ticket lottery should  a e-mail An-
drew Black at
andrew.black@mail.house.gov.with
their name, address, phone number,

and e-mail address. Each lottery en-
try is limited to two tickets, and all
requests must be submitted by 6 p.m.
on Tuesday, December 18.

 Those who enter the lottery will be
notified in late December whether or
not they will receive tickets. Further
information on the inauguration is
available on the website of the Joint
Congressional Committee on Inau-
gural Ceremonies, http://
www.inaugural.senate.gov.

Sheriff’s Officers Seek
‘Tree of Hope’ Donations

COUNTY – Union County
Sheriff’s Officers have set up their
“Tree of Hope” in the county court-
house every holiday season for 15
years, seeking donations of toys
and clothing for needy children
throughout the county. Each year
the response has been overwhelm-
ing.

The “Tree of Hope” was first
planted in 1997 when officers ap-
proached Sheriff Ralph Froehlich and
related troubling stories of children
who were going to experience a less
than happy holiday season. The chil-
dren the officers encountered were
homeless or living in shelters, were
victims of domestic violence or medi-
cally fragile. Their parents or guard-
ians did not have the financial ability
to provide holiday gifts.

Every year since, the Sheriff and the

“Tree of Hope” committee have
erected a tree in the Union County
Courthouse featuring paper orna-
ments. Volunteers make the ornaments
and write a particular gift on each one.

“These caring officers do a tre-
mendous job in helping these chil-
dren,” the Sheriff said. Monetary do-
nations to help provide additional
gifts are also being sought. Contribu-
tions of money (tax-deductible), toys
and clothing can be sent to: Union
County Sheriff’s Officers Tree of
Hope, Union County Courthouse, 2
Broad Street, Elizabeth, N.J., 07207.
For more information, call the “Tree
of Hope” hotline at (908) 629-2158.

Ex-Birdsall Marketing
Head Pleads Guilty to Fraud
TRENTON – Philip Angarone,  a

former Mercer County Republican
Party chairman and former marketing
director for Birdsall Services Group, a
large engineering firm with an office
in Cranford, has pleaded guilty for his
role in a scheme in which Birdsall
fraudulently avoided the restrictions
of New Jersey’s Pay-to-Play Act by
disguising illegal corporate political
contributions as personal contributions
of employees of the firm. Angarone is
a former chairman of the Mercer
County Republican Committee.

 “Mr. Angarone, whose former firm
receives millions of dollars each year
in government contracts, admitted he
and others at the firm participated in
a corrupt scheme to evade New
Jersey’s pay-to-play law, which is
meant to stop companies from using
political contributions to improperly
influence the awarding of such con-
tracts,” Attorney General Chiesa said.
“Illegal corporate contributions like
those in this case undermine the fair
and open public contracting process
needed to ensure that government
agencies strictly serve the public in-
terest, not the interests of politically-
connected firms.”

Among Birdsall’s  government con-
tracts is Union County, which just
last Thursday awarded three contracts
totaling $653,000.

Angarone, 40, of Hamilton (Mer-
cer County), pleaded guilty to third
degree tampering with public records
or information and fourth-degree pro-
hibited corporation contributions
through employees. The state is rec-
ommending that he be sentenced to
up to 364 days in the county jail as a

condition for probation and that he
forfeit $26,775 that was reimbursed
to him by Birdsall for illegal contri-
butions, as well as any contributions
returned to him by campaigns or po-
litical organizations. He will also be
barred from public contracts for five
years.

Instead of Birdsall making corpo-
rate political contributions to cam-
paigns and political organizations
that would disqualify it from public
contracts awarded by certain gov-
ernment agencies, Angarone admit-
ted he and other shareholders and
employees of the firm would make
personal political contributions of
$300 or less, which are deemed
unreportable.

Angarone admitted he and the
other shareholders and employees
would then be illegally reimbursed
by Birdsall with added bonus pay-
ments, and the firm would falsely
omit the illegally reimbursed contri-
butions in documents filed with the
Election Law Enforcement Commis-
sion (ELEC) and with government
agencies that awarded the firm con-
tracts.

“Our investigation into alleged il-
legal corporate political contribu-
tions made on behalf of Birdsall
Services Group is continuing,” said
Stephen Taylor, director of the Divi-
sion of Criminal Justice. “This elabo-
rate scheme continued for years and
involved scores of purported per-
sonal contributions that were under
the $300 reporting threshold. The
reality was that the company was
sending out bundles of checks to
campaigns and political organiza-
tions.”

Angarone admitted that on Busi-
ness Entity Annual (Form BE) State-
ments for Birdsall, he and others at
Birdsall fraudulently failed to dis-
close the illegally reimbursed po-
litical contributions. Every for-
profit business entity in New Jersey
that has received $50,000 or more
in government contracts in a calen-
dar year must file a Form BE with
ELEC.

Sentencing for Angaroneis sched-
uled for April 26, 2013.

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

258 E. Broad St. Westfield, NJ 07090

908-228-2284

Between Windmill Restaurant and Thinka Dinka.

Open Daily Tuesday-Sunday. Closed Mondays.

Rare Sale!
Every Madeline Moss floor model

now at huge savings!

35-50% off upholstery and select case goods!

20% off all lamps, mirrors, accessories and throws!

Additional 10% off all new custom orders (total 30% savings!).

Till December 31st only!

Happy Holidays!

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

FEMA Opens Center
In Linden; Spr. Closed
LINDEN – The Federal Emergency

Management Agency (FEMA) has
announced that a new disaster recov-
ery center is open in Union County at
the Gregorio Recreation Center, 330
Helen Street, Linden. The center will
be open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily
until further notice.

Those persons affected by Hurri-
cane Sandy can meet with recovery
officials at the Linden center.

A second Union County center is
open daily at the Plainfield Senior
Citizens’ service center, 400 East Front
Street. That location is also open from
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. FEMA has closed its
disaster center in Springfield.

Did You Know?
The swearing-in of President Barack

Obama for a second term will be held in
a privately ceremony as January 20, the
Constitutionally required date for Presi-
dents to take office, falls on a Sunday.
Published reports say this will be the
seventh time in history and first time
since President Reagan’s second inau-
guration in 1985 that January 20 has
fallen on a Sunday. The Inauguration for
President Obama will be on Martin
Luther King Day, Monday, January 21.

Storm Recovery Help
Available for Businesses

COUNTY –  Union County reminds
small business owners that they may
still be eligible for help recovering from
the effects of Hurricane Sandy.The
nonprofit Union County Economic De-
velopment Corporation (UCEDC) is
offering a storm recovery loan pro-
gram consisting of loans of up to
$15,000 at 2 percent for five years with
no collateral requirements, prepayment
penalties, or processing and applica-
tion fees. The turnaround is two weeks
after the completed application is re-
ceived. Business owners can call (908)
527-1166 or visit ucedc.com.

www.goleader.com


