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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Call me to see how much you can save.
Safe  drivers  cost  everybody less.  That’s  why
they  pay  less.  But  at  Allstate,  they  pay  a
whole lot less. In fact, safe drivers save 45%
or more on car insurance. Why wait? Call me
today.

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
 
The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Actual savings will vary. Allstate
New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  Illinois  ©  2010  Allstate  Insurance
Company.

Courtesy of Linda Beaudry Condrillo
BOROUGH LIGHTS...The annual Christmas tree lighting is a borough-wide
event symbolizing that the holidays have officially arrived in Mountainside. This
year’s tree boasts 1,200 new multi-colored energy efficient LED lights, and is
topped with a white star. The local Lions Club received a grant from the Watts
Foundation for the upgraded lighting, as well as for the installation. Mountainside
Girl Scouts were on hand to sing holiday tunes at the December 1 ceremony.
Borough residents sipped on hot chocolate and munched on cookies sold by the
Mountainside Preservation Committee, and then headed off to the Union Sports
Arena for ice skating, courtesy of the Mountainside Recreation Department.

Photo courtesy of Ben Demarzo
WILD RIDE...New Jersey lawmakers visited the Jersey Shore last Thursday to
meet with local elected officials to discuss plans to rebuild the area after
Superstorm Sandy devastated the coast on October 29.  The iconic roller coaster
that once stood on the end of the Funtown Pier in Seaside Heights now sits in the
ocean.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BAN FRACKING...Environmental and community groups came together last
Wednesday to rally and build support for the fracking waste ban at local
legislators’ district offices around the state, including Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr.’s (R-21) office in Westfield, shown here.

personally knew people who had been
victims of crashes due to others being
distracted while driving.

According to his address, Nikhil’s
campaign will include print ads, TV
ads, billboard ads and other communi-
cation mediums. His first-place
awarded campaign came from the DCH
Teen Safe Driving Foundation.

Recognition awards also were given
to six Terrill Middle School students
for their science essays from the New
Jersey Applied Science and Technol-
ogy Council. The board recognized
Brianna McGowen and Isha Kamdar
for their first-place essays; Taylor Diggs
for her second-place essay and Chris-
tine Bernard for her third-place essay.
Honorable Mention awards also were
given to Danielle Maizes, Joseph
Varela, Alexis Marta and William
McGloin.

It was noted that the site-based ob-
jectives report that was scheduled for
the November 29 meeting would be

allow the placing of the tower and
its height. Furthermore, the bor-
ough does not allow chain-link
fences, and its ordinances permit
only one tower. Nevertheless, the
board granted T-Mobile’s tempo-
rary facility conditional approval.

“The key word, to me, is tempo-
rary. Otherwise, I wouldn’t be happy
about a new tower,” Board Chair-
man Jack Molenaar said.

If the tower is still standing in
two years, T-Mobile will have to
come before the planning board to
brief members on the status of its
removal.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Plan. Bd.

destroyed.
“New poles and mesh-netting

needs to be rehung,” Mr. Poerio told
the commissioners.

In addition to the tennis courts
netting, Memorial Park’s 25-foot-
high fence needs to be replaced. The
damaged and bent fence has been
deemed unsafe. It is located between
the Scotch Hills Golf Course and the
golf course’s garage.

“I’ve been contacting contractors
and it is hard to say when the repairs
will take place,” Mr. Poerio said.

The recreation commission will
have its next scheduled caucus meet-
ing at 430 Park Avenue at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building on Mon-
day, December 10, at 7:30 p.m. This
meeting will cover events in the up-
coming year such as the winter rec-
reation schedule that will feature a
wide variety of programs this sea-
son, such as girls’ softball and bas-
ketball programs for kindergarten
through grade 2.

The upcoming meeting will also
feature discussions on the 2013 sum-
mer camp programs for which regis-
tration will begin in January.
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Prosecutor Probes Whether
Workers Took Generators

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Union County Coun-
sel Robert Barry acknowledged last
Thursday that the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO) has
launched a probe into allegations that
some county employees took home
county-owned generators during
Hurricane Sandy.

Mr. Barry, speaking at Thursday’s
Board of Chosen Freeholders meet-
ing, said the county has suspended its
own investigation until the
prosecutor’s office completes its
probe.

“The county administration initi-
ated an inquiry, but that has been
suspended at the request of, and pend-
ing the completion of, an inquiry
being conducted by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. We have, and
will continue to, cooperate with the
prosecutor’s office in their inquiry
and, at its conclusion, we will com-
plete our inquiry and take whatever
administrative actions we deem ap-
propriate,” Mr. Barry said.

He said he expects that within a
few weeks, the county will “be able
to respond to some of the other alle-
gations made tonight.”

“We look forward to completion of
the prosecutor’s inquiry and we are
ready to take any action necessary.
The misuse of generators by public
employees during a time when the
public is suffering is inexcusable,”
Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said in a statement.

A spokesman for the UCPO said
he could “neither confirm nor deny”
than an inquiry has been launched.

At Thursday’s meeting, Tina
Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association
(UCWA), said a review of county
documents she obtained through an
Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
request she placed showed the
county had purchased “tens of thou-
sands of dollars” worth of genera-
tors.

Mrs. Renna said she has recom-
mended that the FBI take over the
investigation because “federal mon-
ies were used to purchase genera-
tors.”

“Were these generators the ones
that went home with county em-
ployees or were these generators
needed because county employees
took home generators and they
weren’t available to the public?” Mrs.
Renna asked.

In other business, members of
UCWA questioned the board on the
county’s policy on non-competitive
contracts and alleged that firms re-
ceiving these contracts might be paid
extra so that they can, in turn, con-
tribute to county Democrats who
hold all nine seats on the freeholder
board.

“These people that are getting
these professional contracts…all
donate to the political party in con-
trol of this county,” charged Bruce
Paterson of Garwood, who read off
a half dozen contracts on Thursday’s
agenda, totaling almost $1.5 mil-
lion.

Of that amount, three contracts,
totaling $653,000, were awarded to
the Birdsall Services Group of
Cranford. Those contracts included

remediation work at Meisel Avenue
Park in Springfield, replacement of
the East Hazelwood Avenue Bridge
in Rahway, and well monitoring at
the former Venneri Complex on
North Avenue in Westfield.

Mr. Paterson charged that Union
County Improvement Authority Ex-
ecutive Director Charlotte
DeFilippo, “is the person that is giv-
ing these contracts out.” Ms.
DeFilippo is chairwoman of the
Union County Democratic Party.

“How do we know that since she is
part of this (fund-raising) campaign
of yours every November election
that she is not allowing them to pad
with taxpayer money their contracts
and then turn around and donate to
you?” Mr. Paterson asked.

He said Union County does not
have Pay-to-Play laws governing
non-competitive contracts. “To me,
it looks like there is some sort of
abuse possibly going on. I can’t
prove anything; that would be really
tough to prove,” Mr. Paterson said.

Freeholder Chairman Mirabella
responded, “I don’t believe there is
any abuse of taxpayer dollars from
that standpoint and I also believe we
are in adherence to all state laws and
regulations as far as campaign con-
tributions are concerned and of the
awarding of contracts.”

Mr. Barry added that, “The County
of Union is in complete compliance
with the Pay-to-Play legislation in
the State of New Jersey. All awards
are done through a fair and open
process.”

He said engineering firms are all
listed on a pre-qualified list and that
there is a competitive process for
county work.

“Any allegations to the contrary
are not accurate. There is a competi-
tive process and the (contract) awards
are made by this board solely and
exclusively on the recommendations
of the county engineer, the director
of the Department of Engineering
and Public Works and the county
manager and no one else,” Mr. Barry
stated.

During the public comment sec-
tion of the meeting, Summit Coun-
cilman Tom Getzendanner said he
was worried about a proposal to put
the county’s two golf courses, Gal-
loping Hill in Kenilworth and
Ashbrook in Scotch Plains, “under
the wing of the UCIA [Union County
Improvement Authority] in order to
dodge (New Jersey’s) 2-percent cap
constraints.”

The freeholders went into execu-
tive session after Thursday’s meet-
ing to discuss “potential contract
negotiations between the County of
Union and the Union County Im-
provement Authority relative to golf
operations.” The county signed a
contract a few years ago with Illi-
nois-based KemperSports to oper-
ate its golf courses after closing the
Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark.

Mr. Getzendanner added that he
believes the county needs to merge
its sheriff’s and county police de-
partments to reduce spending. He
also said the county should move to
freeholder districts instead of nine
at-large board seats and that this
proposal should be placed before
voters as a referendum next year.

some speculated that it might have to
do with the lot’s former occupant, the
Maple Tree Inn, which was once a
gathering place both social and po-
litical for Fanwood residents. The
council resolved to consult with the
planning board and to investigate the
lot’s zoning history before taking
further action.

Two Eagle Scout awards were pro-
claimed, one for Aidan Racaniello,
and one for Rakshit “Ricky”
Abichandani. To achieve the top rank
of Eagle, a scout must earn 21 merit
badges, take on a leadership role in
his troop, and plan, develop, and lead
a comprehensive service project.

The meeting went into a closed
executive session to discuss contract
negotiations, personnel, and public
safety, including some matters relat-
ing to the borough’s municipal build-
ing parking lot.

Council President Russell Huegel
led Tuesday’s council agenda meet-
ing, as Mayor Colleen Mahr was ab-
sent.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PATIENTLY WAITING…Children and their parents wait in line to see Santa
on Sunday at the Alan Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains. Santa was in
town for the annual Christmas tree lighting ceremony
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pick-up, with all related financing
for those workers being provided by
the county. The county is funding the
temporary workers through a $1 mil-
lion National Emergency Grant it
has been awarded. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor (USDOL) and the
New Jersey Department of Labor
and Workforce Development spon-
sored the grant.

The council’s final meeting of the
year will be on December 18.
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heard at one of the board’s December
meetings.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, Decem-
ber 13, at 7:30 p.m. in the board’s
administration building at Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.

MS Council Discusses Ways
To Improve Communication

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular work session Tuesday night,
the Mountainside Borough Coun-
cil discussed at length methods to
improve communication with the
public in the event of a future emer-
gency or natural disaster.

As covered in a recent edition of
The Westfield Leader, the council
addressed the public during its last
regular public meeting in response
to criticism over the lack of com-
munication in the wake of Hurri-
cane Sandy. The resulting loss of
power disabled normal communi-
cation from the Mountainside ad-
ministration to residents.

During that meeting,
Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli
urged Mountainside residents to
register for Union County First
Alert, an emergency-alert system
where registered users can receive
notifications, via text or e-mail, in
the event of an emergency. Resi-
dents may register for Union County
First Alert at ucfirstalert.org.

In addition, Mr. Mirabelli an-
nounced the formation of a Media and
Information Committee to further
improve lines of communication be-
tween the Mountainside administra-
tion and members of the public.

The Media and Information Com-
mittee, chaired by Councilman Glen
Mortimer, had its first public ses-
sion this past Monday evening to
begin devising methods to improve
communication lines. Council
members Deanna Andre and Bob
Messler are also on the committee.

Mr. Mortimer described the coun-
cil members’ efforts before the
meeting with the public, stating,
“We met with Mayor [Andy]
Skibitsky to get an idea of what
they were doing in Westfield. They
had some success with Facebook
and Twitter. They also used a town-
wide conference call. We also met
with Kevin Tighe, the webmaster
for the Mountainside school sys-
tem. He showed us ways that would
aid a website to incorporate
Facebook and Twitter pretty
seamlessly by getting information
out to the public.”

Mr. Mortimer also echoed Mr.
Mirabelli, stating the public’s best
option should be to register for
Union County First Alert.

During the Media and Informa-
tion Committee meeting, ideas were
discussed by council members and
members of the public. Some sug-
gestions included making the

borough’s website more user-
friendly with better access to infor-
mation disseminated during an
emergency. In addition, it was sug-
gested that a Facebook page be cre-
ated for the borough, which would
also integrate Twitter.

The borough also will investi-
gate cost-effective telephone-
based systems, such as Google
Voice or Honeywell Instant Alert,
which currently is employed by
the Mountainside school district.
These phone systems can deliver a
single message to multiple recipi-
ents by telephone, cell phone, e-
mail or text.

Mr. Mortimer stated the commit-
tee also would investigate radio
communication. “Westfield actually
has a station (AM 1690), currently
not being used. Perhaps we can
partner with them in the future. [It
is] not something that’s going to
happen in the next few weeks, but it
is possible for the future,” he said.

Mr. Messler commented on the
committee’s efforts thus far, stating,
“These are different avenues to get the
information out in case one fails. There
will be multiple hits of the same infor-
mation, like Facebook, Twitter,
Mountainside [webpage], Union
County First Alert; all will have the
same information. But if they fail, and
there’s a power outage like last time,
how are we going to get the message
out? And that’s what these other steps
are for.”

Mr. Messler said, “They’re not
easy other steps. Some of these other
steps are going to be a little longer
[to implement]…So these are other
things we’re looking at; these are
viable ideas.”

The next borough council meet-
ing open to the public is scheduled
for Tuesday, December 18, at 8 p.m.
at the Mountainside Borough Hall.


