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GREAT WALL...Shannon and John Gilmartin take a break while climbing the
Great Wall of China, Beijing, to read The Westfield Leader. John was employed
as an English teacher this summer in Shenzhen, China.

Photo courtesy of Andrew Praschak
ALASKAN ADVENTURE...Brendan and James Sosinski of Westfield recently
traveled to Alaska. During the trip they observed many forms of wildlife, went to
Talkeetna, where they rode a jet boat up to the rapids on the Susitna River and
through the Devils Canyon, and also read  The Westfield Leader. See story page 17.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OPPOSING VIEWS...The Garwood zoning board last Wednesday approved,
by a 6-1 tally, the Westfield Area “Y”’s application for a conditional use
variance to relocate its Garwood-based childcare to the Washington School,
and add a pre-school and a small family fitness facility. Pictured, clockwise from
left, are: attorney Michael Blacker, representing Gary Maher, who is opposing
the application, as attorney for the “Y,” John Schmidt, listens on.

“The other big positive is we are
keeping Garwood kids in Garwood. If
there is no day care, no pre-k here, they
will have to go to another town,” Mr.
Pender said.

“We will continue to offer the pre-
school program; it has been offered by
the board of education in Garwood,
and that is ending. This town will not
have a preschool program unless the
YMCA can step into that…. We think
we can do this in a way that will not
interfere with the use of the neighbors,”
Mr. Schmidt said in his closing.

Attorney Michael Blacker, represent-
ing Gary Maher, who is opposed to the
application, brought in engineer Jim
Winckowski to discuss his opinion on
the parking needs.

Based on his parking assessment of
the application, Mr. Winckowski said,
“I believe zero parking provided on
site, which requires 64 spaces accom-
modated on neighboring streets, will
have a negative impact [on the neigh-
bors],” he said.

There are 29 parking spots around
the school, he said.

Mr. Winckowski considered the area
around the site to be a high-density
residential area, and did not agree
with parking in front of residential
homes. He said it is not “good prac-
tice” to rely on neighboring roadways
to meet the parking needs of the appli-
cation, which he said the “Y” is doing
with the fitness center.

“The fitness use is what adds 75
percent of the parking demand,” he
said.

Mr. Blacker said in his closing re-
marks, “If you create this fitness center
and allow it, you haven’t modified the
parking requirements of this ordinance;
you have eviscerated it.”

“It is going to create more parking on

CIAO, WESTFIELD...Joanne Womelsdorf and Bob Centrella travel through
Italy with their two families and pause to read The Westfield Leader at the
Ortaglia Villa in the Tuscan town of Montepulciano. 2012 marks their 20th
business anniversary for Superior Interiors.

Site Plan Hearings End on
Birchwood Development

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Five days of site
plan hearings for the proposed 360-
unit housing development at 215/
235 Birchwood Avenue ended last
Thursday at the Union County Court-
house in Elizabeth. Lawyer summa-
tions and the findings of Judge Dou-
glas K. Wolfson and Special Master
Elizabeth McKenzie will be for-
warded to Superior Court Judge Lisa
F. Chrystal, who has the power to
approve or disapprove the site plan,
only with complete compliance on
the part of Cranford Development
Associates (CDA), the developer,
with the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP).

The NJDEP still has to see that
CDA is in compliance with DEP
regulations regarding development
within a designated Flood Hazard-
ous Area.

CDA’s civil engineer, Michael
Dipple, of L2A Land Design of
Englewood, working for CDA, iden-
tified and outlined the flow of rain
and storm water to the complex dur-
ing his testimony last week. The
CDA is seeking a permit from the
NJDEP to raise a 300-foot portion
of Birchwood Avenue a foot above
the flood plain. Mr. Dipple said he
has planned to accommodate an in-
crease in velocity of water from up-
stream to downstream in the flood
plain by installing an underground
detention basin at the site to contain
water and release it at intervals.

Mr. Dipple said the detention ba-
sin would be 32 by 460 feet, and that
pipes and drains on the site would
directly flow to the basin. He was
questioned extensively about ground
water by Maria Anderson, an attor-
ney and Kenilworth resident, who
lives close to the site. She said she
was concerned about the amount of
storm water which would go out to
the road, and the amount that would
go to the stream at the border of the
property.

Mr. Dipple said that the flow would
be directed from the other side of
Birchwood Avenue. “It would slope
from Orange Avenue toward the
buildings,” he said.

Township Attorney Philip Morin
questioned Mr. Dipple on his trial
testimony during the builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit brought against Cranford
by CDA. Judge Wolfson curtailed
that line of questioning and also any
questioning about permits needed
from the NJDEP.

Cranford Township Fire Chief
Leonard Dolan testified that a study
done by the Cranford Police Depart-
ment shows peak traffic hours are
7:45 to 8:45 a.m. and 5 to 6 p.m. in
the evening, based on a study of
Orange and Birchwood Avenues.
Joseph Staigar, Cranford’s traffic

expert, testified that a higher trip
generation still did not call for a
traffic signal at Orange and
Birchwood Avenues. He did ques-
tion the width of the driveway on a
portion of the site and whether a fire
truck could turn around in case of an
emergency.

Cranford Engineer Richard
Marsden identified 40 problems he
had with Mr. Dipple’s testimony,
including drainage in the parking
lot, gate valves on site to regulate the
flow of water, the size of pipes, the
flood way line, and split flow analy-
sis. He was questioned by Judge
Wolfson about pipe enlargement or
repair, and how to calculate the cost,
which would be divided between
the CDA and Cranford Township.
“The cost of pipe replacement would
be $100 per linear foot,” Mr. Marsden
said.

Judge Wolfson said Cranford
would have to adopt an ordinance
for “off-track” repairs or improve-
ments needed for development. The
judge told Mr. Marsden he would
ask him to determine to what de-
gree CDA would be responsible to
repair or replace pipes. Other top-
ics that Mr. Marsden questioned
are pickup and dropoff at the site,
lighting, wetlands and the flow from
upstream.

CDA’s attorney, Stephen
Eisendorfer, questioned Mr.
Marsden on his formula for calcula-
tions. He then called on Clay
Emerson, of Princeton Hydro, who
strongly disagreed with Mr. Marsden
and called his calculations anti-
quated.

Members of Concerned Citizens
of Cranford, Liz Sweeney and Rita
La Brutto, showed Judge Wolfson
and Ms. McKenzie pictures of the
Birchwood site flooding during past
storms. Ms. La Brutto told the judge
she objected to the hearings being
held in Elizabeth and not in
Cranford.

Judge Wolfson replied, “You were
here every day.” Ms. La Brutto re-
plied that it was difficult to do so.
Ms. Anderson told Judge Wolfson
that she did not feel confident that
the development would not affect
upstream. Cranford residents Ann
Steinbach and Laura Tarullo also
attended the hearings.

Members of the Cranford Town-
ship Committee attended the hear-
ings intermittently, including Mayor
David Robinson, who had been on
vacation during the first week of the
proceedings. The hearings, held in
Elizabeth, usurped the authority of
the Cranford Planning Board, which
was not permitted to be involved in
the proceedings. They now await the
findings of Judge Chrystal, along
with sanctions or approvals by the
NJDEP.

the street…this is not what the ordi-
nance or the state statutes had in mind
when they passed D variances. The
council has never changed their ordi-
nance to permit fitness centers in a
residential neighborhood,” Mr. Blacker
said. He said the fitness center is not an
inherently beneficial use.

The board agreed in its discussion
that parking and traffic in the area
would not be an issue, based on testi-
mony heard by the experts, and some
of their own experience when Wash-
ington School was is in use.

The “Y’s” Chief Executive Officer
Mark Elsasser told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the fitness facility
would be available to new members
who purchase a Garwood “Y” mem-
bership, and not open to current
Westfield Area “Y” members. The
daycare and preschool are open to all
communities. “We would like to try
and get in there as soon as possible, in
the next month or so,” he said.

The zoning board also heard a sec-
ond application for an engineering
company, Hawke North 40, LLC, to
open an office on the first floor at 40-
42 North Avenue, which has been
vacant since a cabinetmaker left the
building. The board denied the appli-
cation, 6-1, because the applicant could
not provide the nine parking spaces
necessary to accommodate his busi-
ness. There are four spaces on site, of
which two were inoperable, accord-
ing to borough planner Victor Vinegra.
The owner of the building, Ed Dudick,
said in the past he had been granted a
variance for parking and could fit nine
cars on the site.

Another resident, Deborah Banick,
was in favor of the application because
the vacancy of the building has made
the property unsightly.

Part of the renovation will include
addressing current drainage issues at
the field. Board member Douglas Layne
told the board that the field would be
moved out of the way of drainage
basins, so it would be a “playable”
surface.

“Hopefully, it can be done by the
spring,” Mr. Layne said.

The board also heard an instruc-
tional update from curriculum supervi-
sors on the summer curriculum work,
which was completed over the summer
break.

“We are very fortunate in this district
to have the talented group of supervi-
sors that we have,” Superintendent
Hayes told the board. “The summer
work that went on with teachers in-
cluded changes to proficiencies and
curriculum updates. There is a national
common core that has been coming
down and next generation science stan-
dards and, fortunately, our supervisors
are staying up to date with all of this,
helping to make sure our curriculum is
very current.”

Board member Amy Winkler pro-
vided the board with an update on the
status of the efforts of the citizens’
organization Courage to Reconnect
Scotch Plains-Fanwood to secure local
and state endorsement to study con-
solidating the two towns.

The group’s application was heard
by the state’s Local Finance Board on
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August 8. Both the applicants and ob-
jectors were present, and the finance
board heard testimony. Both parties
were asked to provide more informa-
tion, and the decision was deferred
until the Wednesday, September 12
meeting.

“At that time, if the Local Finance
Board rejects the application, that would
be the end of all of this,” Ms. Winkler
said. “If they approve the application,
then the applicants need to form a study
commission, who would begin the pro-
cess of undertaking the study.”

Later in the evening, the board ap-
proved several motions, including:
operating bills from the period of June
23 to August 17 totaling $8,096,448;
construction changes to the roofing
contract and the HVAC project at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in the
amounts of $32,749 and $13,700, re-
spectively, and private vendors and costs
for related services for the 2012-2013
school year totaling $628,634.

The BOE also approved motions
designating Business Administrator
Deborah Saridaki as the public agency
compliance officer for 2012 and desig-
nating the week of September 9-15 as
“Arts in Education Week.”

“You can’t be smart without art,”
Board Vice-President Nancy Bauer
said, noting the importance of the arts
in a well-rounded education experi-
ence.
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Photo courtesy of William Eicholz
WHALE OF A TIME...Rachael, 6, and Jonathan Eicholz, 3, of Garwood, while
on vacation in Seaworld in Orlando, Fla., take a break on Shamu to read a copy
of The Westfield Leader.

B Street Band at Oak Ridge Park —Paul Lachenauer for The Times

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GARWOOD...The Board of Education announces appointments Tuesday. Pic-
tured, left to right, are: New art teacher, Rebecca Planer; part-time special-
education teacher on Step 4+MA, Storey Pizzo-Dohner, who was reappointed to
the position for the upcoming school year, and Principal Mary Emmons.

hopes the regrading issue will not
be a problem.

“If an engineer feels the drain-
age will not be an issue for regrad-
ing, then I say go full speed with
the changes, but if not, then let’s
completely pass on this idea,” Mr.
Budiansky said.

The result of the engineer’s de-
cision will be completed and dis-
cussed by next month’s meeting.

The third change is putting in a
perimeter walking path and replac-
ing the netting on the playground

side. Mr. Budiansky showed an es-
timate by Statewide Fence Com-
pany, located in Westfield, that
stated the installation of a net and
removal of the old net and replace-
ment of the existing posts would
cost $2,877.

All improvements to the park
are to be started in the fall with
completion by the spring of 2013.

The next scheduled meeting is
Tuesday, September 25, at 7:45
p.m. at the LaGrande Park build-
ing.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROAD WORK...The resurfacing of Hetfield Avenue in Scotch Plains is expected
to be completed by Labor Day. The road will be closed to cars during daytime
hours while work is being done.


