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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Christina Hinke  for The Westfield Leader
OPPOSING VIEWS...The Garwood zoning board last Wednesday approved,
by a 6-1 tally, the Westfield Area “Y”’s application for a conditional use
variance to relocate its Garwood-based childcare to the Washington School,
and add a pre-school and a small family fitness facility. Pictured, clockwise from
left, are: attorney Michael Blacker, representing Gary Maher, who is opposing
the application, as attorney for the “Y,” John Schmidt, listens on.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BEST OF SPRINGSTEEN...The B Street Band, a Bruce Springsteen tribute band, performs last Wednesday night at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark as part of the Union County concert series. The 2012 series concluded with the August 22 performance.

DWC Provides Stats on 5K,
Applies for DBIZ Loan

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of the Special
Improvement District (SID), pro-
vided final statistics, at its meeting
Monday night, for the 11th annual
Downtown Westfield 5K Run and
Pizza Extravaganza, held on July
25.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin said 2,678 runners partici-
pated in the event, slightly greater
than last year’s total of 2,489 par-
ticipants. Of that number, 1,366
were female accounting for ap-
proximately 51 percent of the run-
ners, while 1,312 participants were
male.

“It was probably the most well
attended one we’ve had so far in our
11th year,” Ms. Cronin stated. “It’s
really working. We’re bringing
people in from a lot of places.” Last
year, over 6,000 spectators were
present for the event.

Participants came from New Jer-
sey, New York, Pennsylvania, Ala-
bama, California, Colorado,
Florida, Georgia, Maryland, Ne-
braska, New Hampshire, New
Mexico, Texas, Virginia, Vermont
and Washington State.

A total of 920 runners from
Westfield competed, amounting to
slightly over 34 percent of the par-
ticipants.

“A lot more of the homeowners
came out this year than in the past,”
stated Town Administrator Jim
Gildea. “It was fun coming out to
the race. I ran the race; my wife ran
the race. Another great year and a
great job to Sherry and to all the
volunteers. It was a nice event.”

Ms. Cronin commented further
on the number of participants from
Westfield. “The other thing about
this analysis were the number of
households [with multiple partici-
pants]. Forty-one percent were from
the same household,” indicating that
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GW Zoning Bd. OKs ‘Y’
Center at Wash. School, 6-1

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s zon-
ing board last Wednesday approved an
application, 6-1, by the Westfield Area
“Y’s” for a conditional use variance to
relocate its Garwood-based childcare
to Washington School, and add a pre-
school and a small family fitness facil-
ity. Wednesday’s hearing was third and
final on the application.

The board stipulated conditions to
add a bike rack, landscaping around
the front, LED lighting on the signage,
to have the freestanding sign be made
of wood, to place the playground on the
front of the property toward Beech
Street, to continue public use of the

rear, and to have no onsite parking.
Board member Bruce Paterson was

the sole dissenter, saying he was against
the fitness use.

“It would be geared towards family
and seniors,” “Y” attorney John Schmidt
said of the fitness use in his closing
remarks.

Some board members expressed their
concern with the building being vacant
for the last two years.

“We have a building here that is not
utilized. We keep spending our tax
money on fixing it up,” acting board
chairman Robert Pender said.

Thomas Spera, board of education
(BOE) supervisor of buildings and
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WF Schools Open Wednesday With
New Principals, More Parking

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield will be
welcoming 6,353 students this Wednes-
day, September 5, an increase of nearly
1,000 pupils since the 2000-2001 school
year, Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Dolan said during an interview
with The Westfield Leader on Monday.

“We continue [to see] steady [enroll-
ment] every year, but over time a rather
dramatic increase in enrollment,” she
said.

New principals at McKinley Elemen-
tary and Edison Intermediate Schools
will greet Westfield youngsters. Marc
Biunno will lead McKinley, replacing

Matthew Bolton who, in turn, has re-
placed the retiring Cheryl O’Brien as
the new principal at Edison.
Mr. Biunno was previously
an English and journalism
teacher at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School and most
recently was an assistant
principal at Cranford’s
Hillside Avenue School.

Westfield has a new high
school track coach, Chris
Tafelski, a former runner
and later assistant track
coach under Jack Martin
who has retired.

Additional parking for students has

been added at Westfield High School
(WHS) for students and at the National

Guard Armory across from
WHS for staff. In addition,
a pull out area on Rahway
Avenue has been added for
school buses, thus remov-
ing buses from Dorian
Road to make it easier for
parents to dropoff and
pickup students. Additional
parking has also been
added at Kehler Stadium
for sporting events.

In addition, boilers have
been replaced at Franklin and McKinley
Schools, and the original bathrooms at
Edison Intermediate School have been
replaced with new restroom facilities.
New gymnasium bleachers are being
added to Roosevelt Intermediate, and
some lockers have been replaced at the
high school.

When asked about the $17-million
bond referendum on Monday, Septem-
ber 24, the superintendent said parts of
77 percent of the district’s roofs are to
be replaced. “It touches every build-
ing,” she said.

She said the average age of Westfield
schools is 77 years. She said one of the
options the district attempted was to
attract a solar company to pay for the
new roofs and solar panels. The district
went out to be bid but the district was
unsuccessful in finding a solar pro-
vider.

“One of the reasons it didn’t work
well was that the incentives the state
had for solar panels changed and so
companies that do this were not going
to make enough money,” Ms. Dolan
said. She also said the district was
rejected for solar panels because of the
condition of the roofs.

“What we need to do is address our
roofs. We’ve been patching them as
we’ve been trying to work through
alternative funding. We’ve been trying
that for a few years; now we need the
roofs replaced,” the superintendent said.
She expects that if the bond passes and
the roofs are replaced, “we can move

 Margaret Dolan
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Photo courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
REPUBLICAN CONVENTION...Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer,
left, poses with Governor Chris Christie at the Republican National Convention
taking place in Tampa, Fla.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
DEEP IN THOUGHT...Members of the Downtown Westfield Corporation dis-
cuss the success of the 5K Run and Pizza Extravaganza and other issues at their
meeting on Monday night.

Mountainside BOE Provides
Preliminary 2011 Report
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mountainside
Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky began Tuesday night’s Board
of Education meeting with a detailed
report involving her goals for the 2011-
2012 school year. Every school super-
intendent or chief school administrator
in the state is required to have both
qualitative and quantitative objectives
each school year.

Due to the fact she began her time in
Mountainside after the school year
began in the 2011-2012 school year,
the objectives for 2012-2013 would be
updated accordingly as she learns more
about the district and its distinct needs.

“Normally the goals would be se-
lected in July and there would be a
whole year to accomplish them,” Ms.
Lubarsky stated. “They would be based
on previous year’s performance. In this
case, I sort of hit the ground running.”

The goals for the district included
five criteria which teachers and admin-
istration focused on during the past
school year.

Three quantitative objectives were
chosen by Ms. Lubarsky: a New Jersey
Quality Single Accountability Con-
tinuum (QSAC) achievement of at least
85 percent, and an increase in New
Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowl-
edge (NJ ASK) Scores, specifically in
the language arts in grades four and
five.

Ms. Lubarsky also chose two quali-
tative objectives: developing a “fiscally
responsible budget” and completing a
better teacher evaluation system.

Data from the 2011-2012 school year
is currently being accumulated within
the district with a final report expected
in October.

During the BOE committee reports
portion of the meeting, Christopher
Minks, chairman of the Personnel/Ne-
gotiations Committee, delivered a brief
update on the district’s ongoing con-
tract negotiations with the members of
the Mountainside Education Associa-
tion (MEA), the teachers union. A final
fact finding session was scheduled for
August 29.

“I’m very optimistic because the
parties are very, very close to a settle-
ment,” Mr. Minks stated. “We’d like
nothing more than to start off the school
year fresh and have our teachers enthu-
siastic and reenergized and focused on
the job at hand which is to teach our
children.”

Board member Dante Gioia then
provided an update on the district’s
efforts to promote the Fair School Fund-
ing Act in the state capital. As covered
in a previous edition of The Westfield
Leader, the legislation would necessi-
tate a vote to change the New Jersey
Constitution allowing for the equal dis-
tribution of state funds to each school
district per student.

Mr. Gioia, along with board member
Kate Motz, recently met with two rep-
resentatives from the New Jersey De-
partment of Education (DOE), Kevin
Dehmer and Paul Crupi, special assis-
tant to Governor Chris Christie’s Chief
of Staff Kevin O’Dowd. The board
members expressed their support of
the Fair School Funding Act to the
DOE representatives and detailed the
unequal amount of state funds sent to
the district.

Mr. Gioia stated that while inform-
ing the representatives on the condition
of technology in the district, he was
informed the district’s “computers are
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WF BOE Outlines $2.7-Mil. In
Summer Improvements to Schools

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At Tuesday
night’s Westfield Board of Educa-
tion meeting, held at the Lincoln
School, Facilities Committee Chair-
woman Jane Clancy outlined some
$2.7 million in improvements com-
pleted over the summer.

Ms. Clancy said the projects were
funded by grant, a 2000 Westfield
High School (WHS) bond, the op-
erating budget and the maintenance
reserve fund. Projects per school
are as follows:

Westfield High School: locker re-

placement, new parking lot, class-
rooms painted and a storage shed
built. Ongoing projects are: an ex-
haust fan for the gym, a street cut-
out for buses, landscaping and
HVAC controls for unit ventilators
for classrooms.

Edison Intermediate School:
completed projects are: new park- CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

ing lot, two renovated bathrooms,
gym floor resurfaced, fence and
shrubs, classrooms painted and
dishwasher replaced. A hot water
heater also will be replaced.

Roosevelt Intermediate School:
drop ceiling in classrooms has been
completed and gym bleachers are


