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Facing the No. 1 seed in the
Saints Division, the much lower
seeded St. Joseph men entered
the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League second round
playoff game with a relaxed but
determined attitude at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on August
17.

Just before the game, St. Jo-
seph teammate Ed Marchelitis,
acting as the pep coach, said,
“Let the ball come to you. There’s
no pressure on us tonight.”

Dean Talcott, a 25-year vet-
eran with the league, also an-
nounced that he would be retir-
ing as the team captain after 17
years at the helm, although he
will remain in a more relaxed
position as a player.

St. Joseph’s relaxed and deter-
mined play nearly paid off as
they led St. George until the
bottom of the fifth inning when
the “Kings” of the Saints Division
finally capitalized on a few mis-
cues and benefited heavily on
Kevin Spellman’s grand slam
homer to roll to an 11-7 victory.

King George totaled 12 legiti-
mate hits. Jason Fiore had a pair
of singles, with two RBI and two
runs scored. Erik Hastrup (2 runs
scored), Jeff Friedlander (RBI)
and Bruce Evans each rapped a
pair of singles. John Deitch scored
twice and added an RBI. Phil
Vellucci (run scored), Phil
Appelbaum and Mike White each
singled. Dave Hill scored twice
and Paul Newton scored once.

With the exception of one
player, everyone in St. Joseph’s
lineup contributed to the 17-hit
attack. Steve Mavrakes had three
hits and scored twice. Jarrett
Williams drilled a two-run double
and singled. Brian Williams and
Rich Pitonzo each singled twice

and scored once. Bob McGuiness
contributed three RBI and a
single. Tom Ulichny slashed a
pair of RBI singles. Mike Abram
singled, scored twice and walked.
Talcott, John Veglia, Russ
Voorhees and Chris Paterek each
added a single.

Joe first baseman Brian Will-
iams made three fine defensive
plays, and third baseman
McGuiness made a fine scoop
and fired to first for a putout.
Second baseman Ed Marchelitis
made a diving stop of a hot
grounder but could not quite

short-hop the ball to first in time.
George pitcher Deitch absorbed

two sharp liners. Shortstop
Spellman snagged a liner and
fired to first to catch the runner
off base. Third baseman White
initiated a second-to-first double
play.

Mavrakes sliced a leadoff single
to right in the top of the first
inning then Abrams followed with
a single to left, which prompted
Marchelitis to shout, “Keep the
line moving! Keep the line mov-
ing!”

Ulichny slapped an RBI single

to right and advanced to second
on the throw to home.

“Way to take that base,”
shouted Paterek.

McGuiness brought home Joe’s
second run with a sac fly to left.
Marchelitis reached first on a force
out, and Brian Williams singled,
but when Pitonzo singled to cen-
ter, Marchelitis, possibly on in-
structions from his third base
coach, attempted to score but
was gunned down at the plate for
the third out.

George answered sharply in the
bottom of the inning to seize a 3-

2 lead. Hill walked, Hastrup eked
out a single when Marchelitis
could not quite get the ball to
first on time, and Fiore slammed
a two-run single to center. Deitch
added an RBI sac fly.

“What did they get? Three? Let’s
get a couple of them back. Maybe
all of them,” commented
Mavrakes as the Joe boys came
in to bat.

Nothing happened in the sec-
ond inning, but the Joe Boys did
score twice in the third to take a
4-3 lead. Talcott, who singled to
right, scored on Ulichny’s single
to right, and Abram scored on
McGuiness’ groundout to second.

St. Joseph added two more to
its lead in the fourth. Brian Will-
iams and Pitonzo each singled
and scored on Jarrett William’s
two-run double to center.

When St. George came in to bat
in the fourth, Friedlander gave
some advise to leadoff batter
Bruce Evans. “Bruce! Take what
they give you here,” he said.

Evans plopped a single over
short. Dietch reached base on a
force out and Newton launched a
shot to deep center that escaped
the outfielder’s glove. Deitch and
Newton both rounded the bases
to make the score, 6-5.

In the fifth, Mavrakes, who
singled to center, scored on
McGuiness’ single up the middle,
but Spellman cut the inning short
with his double play.

St. George had the bases loaded
with one out in the bottom of the
fifth. Hastrup tapped a dribbler
back to the mound where Joe
pitcher Veglia tossed the ball
home for the force out. Spellman
stepped to the plate and un-
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JUST GETTING THE PUTOUT…St. Joseph first baseman Brian Willans gets the throw just before on St. George’s Phil
Appelbaum steps on the bag in the second inning of the St. Bart’s Softball League playoffs at Brookside Park.


