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REGISTRATION TIMES:

Tuesday, September 4th:
12:30 - 2:30pm & 4:30 - 7:30pm

Wednesday, September 5th:
12:00 - 4:00pm

Thursday, September 6th:
12:30 - 2:30pm & 4:30 - 7:30pm

137 Central Ave., 2nd Fl. Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-3011

Visit Our

Website To See

Why People Are

Choosing Us!

WESTFIELD SCHOOL OF DANCE
2012-2013 Season

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Modern
Pointe • Hip Hop
Pre-School Dance

Little Stars Ballerina Program
Angelina Ballerina Dance Academy

New Classes Begin Sept 10th
908-789-3011

www.thewestfieldschoolofdance.com

August
Every Tues., Wed. & Thurs. - 10:00am - 6:00pm

like my son did on a recent evening,
find a chess game to play with one of
the neighborhood denizens who hang
out there.

If you’re looking for live music, there
are plenty of spots in the East Village,
most notably the famed Webster Hall
and the Bowery Ballroom. The neigh-
borhood also offers some unique eater-
ies as well, including tiny Westville
East on Avenue A, home to great food
and a mint lemonade ice slush that is
just the thing on a scorching hot sum-
mer day. The venerable Veselka restau-
rant at the corner of 2nd Avenue and 9th
Street is open 24 hours a day, is usually
crowded 24 hours a day—as it was one
recent morning at 4 a.m.—and offers
up some of the best authentic Ukrai-
nian dishes around.

Two blocks away, near Tompkins
Square Park, is Dirt Candy, a vegetar-
ian restaurant that’s about as big as a
walk-in closet you might find in a
McMansion, but don’t let its size fool
you: the food is excellent and creative
and the wonderful owner/chef has cre-
ated a true treasure.

Some purists have complained that
the Lower East Side and East Village
neighborhoods have become too
gentrified, driving out the people and
places that made both areas interesting
and unique. A lot of those who have
fled have migrated across the East River
to Brooklyn, which will be our final
stop on our three-part New York City
tour next week.

KATE TAKES A BITE…Juliet Brines as Katherina bites the hand that feeds her,
held by Joe Penczak, as they rehearse a scene from the upcoming Troupe Of
Friends production of The Taming Of The Shrew. The show will be presented free
for two weekends – Friday and Saturday, August 24, 25 in Bernards, and Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, August 31, September 1 and 2 at Mindowaskin Park in
Westfield.

Troupe of Friends to Present
Shakespeare in the Park

WESTFIELD - Troupe of Friends
and the Westfield Recreation De-
partment will present Shakespeare
in the Park on Labor Day weekend,
Friday, August 31, Saturday, Sep-
tember 1, and Sunday, September
2. The event is free and open to the
public.

This rowdy production of The
Taming of the Shrew is directed by
Joe Penczak of Westfield. In addi-
tion to the Westfield performances,
two additional shows will be pre-
sented at Pleasant Valley Park in
Bernards on Friday, August 24, and
Saturday, August 25, where this

popular battle of the sexes will en-
tertain local audiences once more.

Performances in Westfield will
be held at the gazebo in
Mindowaskin Park on Friday and
Saturday evenings at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday afternoon at 2 p.m. Perfor-
mances in Bernards will be at 8
p.m.

In case of rain, performances will
be held in the Westfield Commu-
nity Center. There is no charge and
all are encouraged to bring chairs
or blankets for seating.

For more information visit
www.troupe-of-friends.com.

NJWA Registration For Fall
Semester Now Open

WESTFIELD - An exciting musi-
cal experience awaits both the novice
and seasoned player when the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts Music
Studio (NJWA) begins its fall semes-
ter on Monday, September 10.

The NJWA is currently celebrating
its 40th year, having begun in 1972 as
an instrumental and vocal summer
music program for area students.

“Today we are pleased to be able to
accommodate all levels of experi-
ence and all age levels in our multi-
faceted program,” commented Dr. Ted
Schlosberg, NJWA Founder and Ex-
ecutive Director. “During our 40
years, our organization has flourished
on the music scene and includes the
most knowledgeable, experienced
and renowned music educators and
professional artists. We are so
pleased to provide our students and
musicians with a variety of ways to
both study and perform.”

Individual vocal and instrumental
lessons, for both children and adults,
are given in a 30, 45 or 60-minute

format. There are separate fall, win-
ter, spring and summer sessions, for
which students may register at any
time and tuition will be pro-rated
accordingly.

The Music Studio also provides
area musicians the opportunity to
play in its many ensembles, bands
and orchestras. Among these are the
NJWA Concert Band, NJWA Sum-
mer Symphony, Rockin’ Jazz Band,
and the International Alphorn Soci-
ety Ensemble.

Several other divisions of the
NJWA include the NJWA Summer
Workshop, the Westfield Fencing
Club, the Music Connection and the
Westfield Art Gallery. Throughout
the year, additional classes and pro-
grams are often added to the sched-
ule.

For a brochure or more informa-
tion on any program of the NJWA,
please phone (908) 789-9696, visit
the studios at 150-152 East Broad
Street, Westfield, or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

REGISTRATION OPEN…Registration is currently underway for the fall se-
mester of classes and orchestra membership at the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts Music Studio in Westfield.

The Celebration Singers
Youth Choirs Hold Auditions

CRANFORD - The Celebration
Singers Youth Choirs will hold au-
ditions at the Cranford United Meth-
odist Church at the corners of Wal-
nut and Lincoln Avenues, Cranford,
on Tuesday, September 4. There
will also be auditions on Monday
September 10, at Park Middle
School, 80 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains. Auditions will be held be-
tween 6 and 8 p.m., and are by
appointment only. To make an ap-
pointment, email
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com.
Include your name, age, contact
information (phone number and
email), and school in your email.

The Children’s Choir ranges in
age from 9 to 13 years; the Middle
C’s is comprised of experienced
choral singers (male changed voices
in 8th grade and up; female voices
9th grade and up). The Youth Choirs
offer a place where children and
adolescents can learn and hone mu-
sical skills, experience various
styles of music, and perform with a
wide range of ages. Rehearsals are
held on Tuesday evenings for Chil-
dren from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and
Middle C’s from 7:45 to 8:45 p.m.,
both at the Cranford United Meth-
odist Church.

The ensembles perform many
musical genres from classical to
Broadway, from pop and jazz to
gospel. Started in 1938 as the ESSO
Choristers, The Celebration Sing-
ers have enjoyed a busy and inter-
esting 74-year journey. Highlights

included the adults singing at the
World’s Fair in 1962, at Chicago
Symphony Hall, at the National
Cathedral in Washington, D.C., and
three times at Carnegie Hall. As if
that was not enough, they also
toured Austria, Germany, and
Prague during the summer of 2008,
and England and Scotland in 2011.

The children’s tuition free choir
was started in 1995, and continues
to grow in size and stature. Last
year, they performed, in conjunc-
tion with over 2,000 other choris-
ters in nine states, in the debut
performance of “Share the Joy”,
written by founder and artistic di-
rector of the Young People’s Cho-
rus of New York City™ Francisco
J.  Núñez and composer Jim
Papoulis. Also in 2011, they
worked with international record-
ing artist, classical soprano and
children’s book author, Patricia
Brady-Danzig recording
“Fabrizio’s Song” in English and
Ital ian to be included with
Patricia’s book, “Fabrizio’s Fable.”

Funding for the Celebration
Singers is made possible in part by
the New Jersey State Council for
the Arts, Department of State,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

For more information, visit cel-
ebration-singers.org, or email
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com.
You may also leave a phone mes-
sage at (908) 241-8200.

CELEBRATE...The Celebration Singers Youth Choirs will hold auditions at the
Cranford United Methodist Church on Tuesday, September 4. There will also be
auditions on Monday September 10, at Park Middle School in Scotch Plains.
Auditions will be held between 6 and 8 p.m., and are by appointment only. To
make an appointment, email celebrationsingers@hotmail.com.

Free Training to Take Place
For Master Tree Stewards

WESTFIELD – Union County
residents are invited to enjoy a se-
ries of nature walks through local
forests this fall, guided by experts
from the Rutgers Cooperative Ex-
tension. The excursions will be part
of a free training course in trees and
tree care that leads to certification
as a Master Tree Steward.

“Union County is very proud of
our Master Tree Stewards, who
through the years have helped thou-
sands of children to gain a deeper
appreciation of the impact that trees
have on our quality of life,” said
Freeholder Board Vice-Chairman
Linda Carter.

No previous experience with trees
or horticulture is required. Once
certified, Master Tree Stewards par-
ticipate in community service
projects, including the Extension’s
4-H Youth Development program.

Each year, Master Tree Steward
volunteers visit fourth-grade class-
rooms throughout Union County
and help students learn about the
importance of trees and their role in
the urban environment.

Along with providing much-
needed shade in the summer, trees
can play a significant role in reduc-
ing urban dust and other airborne
pollutants, and preventing erosion.

The Tree Steward certification
sessions will be held on Wednes-
days from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., for 13

weeks starting on September 5.
Most of the training will consist of
guided walks in local forests, in-
cluding the Great Swamp, Rutgers
Helyar Woods and the New Jersey
Forestry Center.

There are no exams, and up to
three absences are permitted. In-
door sessions will be located at the
Extension offices in the Union
County Building at 300 North Av-
enue in Westfield, across the street
from the Westfield Diner.

The Extension also provides
training and educational kits for the
classroom visits. No teaching ex-
perience is necessary.

For an application or more infor-
mation, contact 4-H Agent James
Nichnadowicz at the Extension of-
fices, at (908) 654-9854 or by e-mail
nichnadowicz@ucnj.org. The
Rutgers Cooperative Extension is
supported in part by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

NJWA Jazz Band Announces
Placement Interviews

WESTFIELD - The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
Rockin’ Jazz Band, directed by Dr.
Ted Schlosberg, will conduct inter-
views for placement on Saturday,
September 8, between the hours of
10 a.m. and 12 p.m.

The interviews will take place at
the NJWA studios at 150-152 East
Broad Street, Westfield. Musicians
should bring their instruments and be
prepared to play a jazz solo.

The Rockin’ Jazz Band, a favorite
at community events, is comprised of
musicians who enjoy playing jazz,
rock, blues, pop, Broadway, Latin
and Dixieland. Instrumentation of the
Jazz Band includes alto, tenor and
bari saxophone, trumpet, trombone,
electric and bass guitar, drum set,

percussion and piano. Vocalists are
also welcome.

Band rehearsals take place at the
NJWA studios on Saturday after-
noons, from 4 to 5:30 p.m., from
September to June.

To schedule an interview time for
placement, please call Dr. Schlosberg
at (908) 789-9696, extension 17.
Appointments will be made begin-
ning Saturday, September 1.

The Rockin’ Jazz Band is an en-
semble of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, a 501c(3) non-profit
organization, presently celebrating its
40th. anniversary. For more informa-
tion about the organization, phone
(908) 789-9696, visit their East Broad
Street studios or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

ROCKIN JAZZ…Placement interviews for membership in the NJWA Rockin’
Jazz Band, directed by Dr. Ted Schlosberg, will take place on September 8 at the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, 150-152 East Broad Street, Westfield.
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Share The Joy – Sing With
The Masterwork Chorus

AREA - The Masterwork Chorus,
one of New Jersey’s finest symphonic
choirs, announces its 2012 fall audi-
tions. Choral singers with strong vo-
cal and sight-reading skills are invited
to participate. Auditions are by ap-
pointment and will be held on Wednes-
day evening, September 12, at the
group’s rehearsal space, the NJ Youth
Symphony facility, 570 Central Av-
enue, New Providence. To schedule
an audition with Music Director An-
drew Megill, come to the first re-
hearsal on Wednesday, September 5,
at 7:30 p.m. to sing, and mingle with
returning singers.

Founded in 1955, The Masterwork
Chorus is a welcoming group of pro-
fessional and amateur musicians
whose repertoire embraces great works
from all ages. In December, the cho-
rus joins the New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra in festivities at NJPAC and
the State Theater followed by perfor-

mances of Handel’s “Messiah” at Drew
University and Carnegie Hall.
Carnegie Hall marks the group’s 250th
performance of this work. Celebra-
tion plans are already underway.

The season continues with a Janu-
ary concert featuring the Mozart Re-
quiem and concludes with “Voices
Unite.” Caecilien Chor, one of
Germany’s oldest and best known ora-
torio choirs, joins The Masterwork
Chorus in three April concerts pre-
sented at prominent New Jersey ven-
ues including Newark’s Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart and the
Princeton University Chapel.

For audition information, contact
Kearney Vrabel, Membership Chair,
at (609) 670-7068 or at
membership@masterwork.org. For
further details of programs, ticket sub-
scription series, and 250th celebra-
tions, visit www.masterwork.org or
call (973) 455-7008.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

‘The Odd Life of Timothy Green’
Curiously Cute

2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Peter Hedges’s “The Odd Life of
Timothy Green” brings to mind the oft
paraphrased axiom attributed to Win-
ston Churchill. He said, if you’re not a
liberal when you’re young you have no
heart, and if you’re not more conserva-
tive as you age, you have no brain. Had
he lived, he might have added, if you
see this film and don’t cry, you have no
soul.

Yeah, that was me, 12th row left,
aisle seat, rubbing my eyes, making
like they were tired. But we all know
the real score, occasional sap that I am
for the treacly stuff. And this isn’t even
a very good movie. In defense, credit
Mr. Hedges and company with astutely
tugging at the heartstrings, drawing us
in, urging one to drop the jaded blasé
act.

Told in simple flashback, Cindy and
Jim Green, played by Jennifer Garner
and Joel Edgerton, relate their strange
tale to the adoption agency lady
(Shohreh Aghdashloo), hoping it’ll
convince her to let them have a kid.
Alas, they had one, a very special one…
the title character. We muse the mys-
tery of potentially great parents,
skipped by the stork.

In any case, they win the sympa-
thetic ear of the child dispensing offi-
cial in pretty much the same way that
Irene Dunne and Cary Grant ingrati-
ated Beulah Bondi in “Penny Serenade”
(1941), the granddaddy of this tear-
jerking genre. Except that this tale is
more extraordinary than hard luck
sad. The aforementioned tears are the
ebullient, happy kind.

We’re delighted when, after Cindy
and Jim bury a wish box full of paren-
tal dreams and sentiments in their
backyard, Timothy Green pops up out
of the ground like a commercial for
some miracle fertilizer….an already-
made boy, about 9. Now, if they can
only grow the $60,000 a year to send
him to college; about 35K if he goes
public. Not that they care.

After the usual scene of disbelief,
the reality of the dream come true
lights up everything around the Green
home. While Miss Garner and Mr.
Edgerton hardly contribute special
performances, there’s no doubting
their complete and utter joy. Two
people were never happier. Excuse
me, sniff ….really happy. And why
not? Timothy is a perfect child.

Well, nearly. Those are leaves grow-
ing out of his legs. Whatever it’s meant
to symbolize, whether ecological, bib-
lical or esoterically biological, the
fantastical husbandry that yields the
resultant offspring is never really elu-
cidated. Oh, Timothy gets it alright,
but, you know, it’s in that secret way
only kids understand, and can’t ex-
plain.

There’s a parable or two here, or at
least some attempted ones, as Cindy
and Jim set out to be the perfect
parents…to avoid the negative things
their parents did, and emulate any and
all positive examples they’ve ever held
dear. Of course, the first lesson they
feel compelled to impart is about be-
ing different. Natch, Timothy is a step
ahead of them.

He is, after all, a natural born flower
child, or rather, plant child, if you
dig…as Cindy and Jim eventually do.
Thus the underlying message here,

propounded with the subtlety of a
sledge hammer, is an amalgam of out
of the mouths of babes and the child is
father to the man. But there’s no magic
in the delivery of the magic. It’s far
too straightforward.

Adapted by director Hedges from
Ahmet Zappa’s (that’s Frank’s son)
story, the tone and sensibilities are
familiar, yet never quite smack of
their own creativity. I imagine the
script stealthily retrieved from a bin
near Roald Dahl’s desk, where the
famed kiddy author tossed unfinished,
troubled works, to be revisited if in-
spiration ever came calling.

Therefore, expect way too much
time devoted to the same old, predict-
able mechanisms. For all the dream-
ing and fantasizing about how they
wouldn’t be “those kind of parents,”
the previously childless couple are
soon not only keeping up with the
Joneses, but trying to pass them. Jim
beseeching the soccer coach to play
the disinterested Timothy is pitiful.

Yep, in trying to right the wrongs
his big, macho dad (David Morse)
dumped on him, he was destined to
repeat the injury. But our Nature Boy
would much rather deliver water to
the tired troops. Played with distinc-
tion by C.J. Adams, he’s about help-
ing, connecting, and putting things in
harmonious balance…a latter day
poster child for neo-Hippyism.

Thus it follows that, among the
pabulum-fed moralisms to be gleaned
here, the idea of tolerance, at once the
most divine yet the toughest to put in
practice, is most notably extolled. If
but an iota of that wisdom rubs of on
the little sprout who drags you to the
Tivoli, then surely you can forgive
“The Odd Life of Timothy Green” its
faults.

…
“The Odd Life of Timothy Green,”

rated PG, is a Walt Disney Studios
Motion Pictures release directed by
Peter Hedges and stars Jennifer Gar-
ner, C.J. Adams and Joel Edgerton.
Running time: 105 minutes


